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19 years of recruiting, training and supporting Christian volunteers for nursing home ministry

Hi, friends ~ It seems like a long

As an introduction, I have included the following two excerpts:

time since I last had a chance to greet you
through this newsletter. I am always
grateful for the opportunity to connect with
all of you.

“Is That for Me?”

Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me. ~ Matthew 25:40
He sat in the front row of the large common room during the
Before I begin to write, I pray for you. I ask
weekly
volunteer music and prayer gathering one evening. He
the Lord to bless you and to allow me to share words that will
said
he
was cold, and the song leader got up from the keyboard
encourage, inspire and even instruct you… to build you up… to
and
asked
the busy nurse if there was an extra blanket. The
remind you how important your ministry is to Jesus’ sheep in the
nurse
went
down the long hallway and came back with a
care homes… and tell you how pleased He is by your
blanket. As she headed toward him, he realized she was
faithfulness to serve Him in this mission field.
bringing it for him, and his face lit up. He asked in surprised
One kind word from the Bible can be light and life for a hungry delight, “Is that for me?”
pilgrim. One focused prayer can open the waters of heaven
Ah, to be the recipient of an unexpected blessing. We all hope
to quench the parched heart of the thirsty. One affirming
for this, sometimes for all of our lives. It was such a simple
song, like “Jesus Loves Me”, can clothe a person who feels
thing
– the bringing of a blanket down a hallway. But what a
shame over their past mistakes. And your warm hands and
difference it made to this man. He was given the comforting
warm heart during an unhurried visit are a healing salve for
warmth
of a blanket, and then was able to relax and enjoy his
the lonely, hurting heart.
time at the gathering.
Yes! Jesus is so pleased with your ministry of love and
And not only did he get a blanket to bring physical comfort, he
kindness that He tells us:
also received the emotional comfort that comes from being
“And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of cared for. And even better, he received the good news of the
these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you
unconditional love that covers his soul and spirit with the
the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.”
warmth of an eternal, undying Grace.
~ Matthew 10:42
“Is that for me?”
Keep it up, friends! Few things in this world impress our Lord,
Yes, sir, it is for you; both the blanket and the Grace.
but your sacrifices, given in love and truth, are among the things
~
Used with permission
that do please Him.

Valentine’s Day at the Care Home
Never Too Late
One of the functions of God Cares Ministry
is to provide resources that will inspire and
equip those who serve in the nursing home
mission field. Our newest book is Never Too
Late: Stories of Faith, Hope and Love, by
Arlene Sikorski. This book features people
who live, work or volunteer in care homes. The stories are a
great reminder of how:
● faith carries us through the most difficult challenges of life
● we can still hold onto hope even in the midst of great pain
and brokenness
● love breaks through any darkness, lifting up the most
broken into the eternal blessing of our loving God
www. GodCaresMinistry.com

440-930-2173

“There is no more lovely, friendly, or charming
relationship, communion or company, than a
good marriage.” ~ Martin Luther
There is a couple at a care home who have
been married for 69 years. On Valentine’s
Day, we asked them what their secret was for such a lasting
marriage. The husband said it was “true love.”
He didn’t elaborate or give examples or advice, but his wife
beamed at him as she patted his hand affectionately and they
didn’t need words – we all saw a clear demonstration of mutual
affection, support, tenderness, respect and encouragement.
Continued on next page…
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(Continued from page 1)

The expressions on their faces as they looked at each other spoke more than words
probably could anyway. They obviously had a deep bond, cultivated over many years.
We don’t know what their struggles were, what they overcame, but what we saw in its final
form was magnificent.
This couple did not make it to 70 years of marriage. The husband died a few
weeks after that Valentine’s Day, loving and being loved until the end.
We sometimes applaud at weddings when people newly in love promise to love
each other for a lifetime. I wish we would have applauded this couple, on that
Used with permission
Valentine’s Day, for 69 years of keeping their promise. ~

From Our Mailbox…
These tips were sent by Betty Sanderson of Grace Church.
Thank you,Betty!
● It really goes over well to place name tags on each resident to learn their names and say
them throughout the service wherever possible
● We try to involve them in several ways, right from the start. First, we say the Lord's Prayer
together right after one of us says a more personal opening prayer.
● Next, we sing “Happy Birthday” to the residents for the month and give them their birthday cards.
● Then we do an “ice-breaker” whiteboard activity by asking them easy "themed" questions to
get them thinking and talking. Usually it goes with the month or season. In June, we ask for
the names of flowers; in July, we ask patriotic questions; in August, garden vegetables; in
September, we ask about school memories. If there aren't many answers, we spur them on
to keep on thinking of more, or add some from the team. They all seem to love it!
This simple routine is going over SO well, that I thought I'd let you know so you might suggest it
to any new leaders or team members that you are training. One nice thing about it is that it can
easily be done by a team member as a non-threatening way to help them step out a little and
talk to the group.
If you would like to send in any suggestions you have found to be helpful
in your ministry, please share them with us!
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Effective ministry is the result of clearly understanding the primary needs of the
community you serve and the Biblical principles for meeting those needs. The
past three decades of nursing home ministry have shown consistently that the
greatest spiritual needs of our resident friends are as follows:
●They need an opportunity to grow in their faith
Not only faith to get to heaven, but faith for all aspects of life as the Lord intended

●They need help in accepting life’s changes with realistic hope
Not only hope that things will work out their way, but hope in God, who cares for them

●They need to grow in nurturing fellowship with God and people
To go beyond their religion to a growing, personal relationship with Jesus; and to love as Jesus loves

●They need the peace Jesus promised (rest for the soul)
Not merely external peace, but the internal peace of Jesus
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●They need genuine purpose and value
To go beyond existing and being cared for, to actively loving others around them

What if there were tools to help you better understand these needs and enable you to help your
lonely friends find fulfillment of these needs in Jesus? This is what you will find at our next
training session on March 21st. (See page 4 for details).
Past trainees have said:
“Very helpful on how to help our “friends” come into the presence of God. Great visual role play.”
“Bill provided a great amount of Christ centered, cross focused principles and practical guidelines.”
“I learned what I was doing right & also what I was not doing. I have a deeper understanding of this ministry.”
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…the Gospel… For it is the Power of God (Romans 1:16)
“Mom is not a believer,” my friend told me, “She had a lot of bad
experiences in her life and chose to avoid religion. Now she is in a
nursing home; would you please go to visit her?”
On my first visit, Mary did not say more than four or five words to me, partly due to her
illness. I wasn’t sure if she liked me visiting, but when I asked if I could return, she
nodded and gave a faint “yes.”
Since the nursing home is in another town, I can only go occasionally. Mary seems to
remember me, but does not express gratitude for my presence. Each time I go, I kneel
next to her and say, “I have something important that I would like to share with you.”
Most often she seems interested to have me share, but she is always quiet and
unresponsive and sometimes she falls asleep within a minute, and I am not sure if she
had heard anything I shared.

God Cares Ministry
exists to equip
Christians to help
meet the spiritual
needs of people
in long term
care homes.

Last month Mary was in a wheelchair with her head down, apparently sleeping. I made a
little noise and she raised her head, smiled and greeted me by name. That was a first! I
shared a little card with her that had a Bible verse on it. She held it up, read it, but gave no
reply. I waited for a while, talked about that verse, then I asked if I could pray for her. She
enthusiastically said “Yes.” After praying, I was so encouraged when my new friend ended
our time of prayer, with an affirming, “Amen.” Wow, that was another first!

Serving over
1,200 volunteers
who are sharing
the Love and
Word of

I continue to visit and share small portions of the book, “God Cares for You.” During
each visit, Mary shows more interest and a desire to have me share and pray with her.

Jesus

God’s love and word is breaking through to a heart that has been hurt by many painful
experiences. What a great treasure we have been given to share!
~

with over 8,000
care home
residents.

Convenient Ways to Give
A friend of mine stopped me at church last month to say
that he would like to send monthly donations to God Cares,
but asked if he could use direct deposit. He said he would
like to donate but did not like to write and mail a check
every month.
There are two options to automatically share your donations
to help us equip more nursing home missionaries:
1) Credit card donations. This can be set up by going to the “Donate” page on our
website, www.GodCaresMinistry.com or by calling Kim at our office: 440-930-2173
2) If you utilize online banking, you can set up auto payments through that system.
In case you did not know:
Amazon customers: If you go to smile.amazon.com instead of amazon.com for
your purchases, Amazon will give .5% of your purchase to the charity of your choice.
Thrivent Members: Most members are allotted an annual sum of profits called
“Choice Dollars” to give to a charity.
May I encourage you to choose God Cares Ministry as the charity of choice? Either of
these options will not cost you extra, but will certainly benefit our friends in the care homes.

May the Lord continually bless you with His joy as you give to
touch the lives of our lonely neighbors.
“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord,
and he will reward them for what they have done.” ~ Proverbs 19:17
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Visit our website:
GodCaresMinistry.com
You will find easy access to:

Current and past
newsletter articles
¹Sign up for God Cares
Ministry News
¹Order nursing home
ministry books and
training videos
¹Full details & registration
for upcoming training
programs
¹Download Large print
Scripture portions
¹Share your nursing home
ministry stories
¹
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Jesus said, “Do you truly love me… ?”
“Feed my lambs...”
“Take care of my sheep...”
“Feed my sheep.”
~John 21:15-17
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“God Cares For You” Devotional

*Training Opportunity*

A devotional that addresses the spiritual needs of seniors

You’re invited to join us on

We have been using your “God Cares For You”
book in our Bible study at the facility where we
minister. One resident was reading his copy in a
common area, and was asked by other residents
how they could get a copy of the book. I supplied
them with copies, and they are now attending our
Bible study!
~ Tim McNamara,
Adam’s Basin, NY

Saturday, March 21st for

This book is a great way to bring the
love, hope and comfort of Jesus to
nursing home residents. Designed to
be shared in group or individual
ministry, it is filled with the promises
of our loving Savior.
Available online:
www.GodCaresMinistry.com
or by calling (440) 930-2173
GOD CARES MINISTRY NEWS ©

“Life-Changing Visits:
Sharing Jesus One-to-One
with Those Who Are Shut-In”
Learn the Biblical principles that have enabled
thousands of Christians to help people find hope
and peace in Jesus.
Workshop Leaders: Pastor Dennis Barta, Chaplain
Bill Goodrich and a panel of experienced volunteers
Grace Church in Middleburg Heights
8:30 a.m. - Registration
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. - Training Session
Cost: $10 to cover training materials and
refreshments (Scholarships are available.)
For more information and registration visit
www.GodCaresMinistry.com or call (440) 930-2173
See page 2 for more. seminar details.
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