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Encouraging, instructing and informing those serving in nursing home ministry

THESE THREE ARE
NECESSARY!
Jesus also
promised,
“Come to me all
you who are
weary and
heavy burdened
and I will give
you rest.”
Matthew 11:28

Ministry Training
Eight sessions to
equip & unify your
ministry care team

Available online, on
DVD, or you can
schedule a live
seminar for your
community by
contacting our office:
440-930-2173
GodCaresMinistry.com

Over my years of ministering in
the nursing homes, I have
watched the Lord amazingly
captivate the hearts of residents,
opening their eyes to eternal
truths and giving them strength to trust and follow
Jesus. I especially love to see and hear about how
the Lord is using other volunteers to draw our frail
friends to Him.
John, who has a Jewish background, has spent
the past year quizzing me on issues of faith and
sometimes trying to antagonize me with
comments contrary to what I am sharing. The
Lord has given me much patience and grace to
kindly share His promises. Several months ago,
John prayed to invite Jesus into his heart.
Though he is still debating many of my answers,
I am watching him humbly surrender to the
words that come from the New Testament. He
has been praying and asking me to pray for him.
I trust he will soon realize the love and grace of
his Messiah.
Then there is Alice, who is brought from the
memory care unit to attend our Bible studies. I
am amazed by how she answers some of the
questions we ask our audience. God has caused
her love for Him, and for others to grow. After our
hour together, Alice often shares how grateful
and helpful this time is. Last week, she said,
“You can never know how much you have
helped me to know God better”. Her eyes
glistened as she shared her gratitude.
Sometimes these miracles happen after a few
visits, and sometimes it takes a few years. But
they do happen for the majority of the residents we
visit. Why is this so?
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There are three things that I see happening that
cause these kinds of transformations. In fact, I do
not remember a time when these elements were not
a necessary part of the life-changing miracles that
have taken place in the hearts of thousands of our
dear friends in the care homes:
Truth – God’s Word, the Bible, holds the answers
to life’s most important questions. God’s Word is the
way to God, the truth about all things, and the
pathway for a fulfilled life. When we share God’s
Word to answer the questions and address the
concerns our neighbors have, we are giving them
God’s gift. When our friends embrace His truth in
sincere prayer, they are empowered by God’s grace
and Spirit to walk that narrow path with Him.
Prayer – Prayer is an absolutely essential
component to our friends receiving God’s gift of
Truth. Prayer is about surrender and reliance on the
God of promises. With this in mind, we must realize
that our prayers for our audience (whether it’s 1
person or 50) are important, but in order for them to
receive the fulfillment of God’s promises, they also
must be the ones to pray.
Think about it. How many of us were born of God
without personally praying a prayer of surrender
and faith?
Continue on page 2
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CHRISTMAS MIRACLES

We may share the promises, but those who believe what is promised
must personally speak their desires to the Lord. It is not enough for
us to pray for them; they themselves must also pray, if it is at all
possible. Indeed, the fulfillment of all God’s promises have their
beginning in the sincere and focused prayer of the believer.
Love – It is God’s love flowing through us that opens a resident’s heart
to embrace His Word. And it is the love of God that gives us a desired
presence among the staff and families of the residents. Love values
people, regardless of their individual differences, sin, or gratitude
toward us. Love is the very characteristic that reflects the face of God.
His love causes hearts to open like a parched desert receiving a
much-needed rain. Throughout three decades of ministry, I have found
that I can speak God’s Word into any and every issue my friends have,
even if it is a difficult or very personal issue, if I am compassionately
loving them as I share. The love that is
shared during these times compels them to
reach out to God in prayer.
And the Lord, in His amazing grace, has a
way of causing that love of His to be poured
back onto His messengers. ~ B.G.

God showed up in a huge way this Christmas. I am still stunned.
Christmas eve morning I went to the care home for our 10:30
service. A woman showed up who had nothing else to do. She had
just found out that her brother was in a coma. I said, “Before we
get started, let’s pray for him.” And we did.
Christmas day, after all my family festivities were done, I went in to
the care home just to wish them a Merry Christmas. I was greeted
by wide toothy smiles and residents saying, “Todd, Todd, you gotta
go see Mrs. Jones.” So I did and she said, “My brother came out of
his coma at noon yesterday.” She was still stunned. And I found
out that this woman is Jewish - she doesn’t even know our
Savior…but she now has had a great introduction, because we
prayed in the Name of Jesus. What a miracle! We are watching to
see what happens next!! ~ Todd Orshoski, GA

“Give, and it will be given to you.
A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together and running over,
will be poured into your lap. For with
the measure you use, it will be
measured to you." ~ Luke 6:38

SURELY THE PRESENCE
OF THE LORD IS IN THIS PLACE!
One afternoon while finishing up my weekly Bible study at the
nursing home, an elderly gentleman in his 90's wheeled into
the room, just inside the door. I learned his name was Ben,
and he confided to me that he needed someone to lay hands
on him in prayer. He'd been suffering with a great deal of back
pain and hadn't been able to sleep at night.
Thankfully, the Lord had recently blessed our class with
another resident, Mary, who is also in her 90's. She
oftentimes gently interrupts me with a "May I add something?"
and then proceeds to share a life-story or a Scripture related
to the lesson. I knew immediately she would be the one to
help me pray with Ben.
We all held hands. After opening the prayer, I squeezed
Mary's hand and turned it over to her. Nothing could have
prepared me for what happened next. Mary started praying
the scriptures, beginning with Isaiah 53:5 ...."by His wounds
we are healed," and Ben quoted right back to her with "where

two or more are gathered in His Name, Jesus is there." Mary
continued… giving thanks.
As I tried to quietly fade into the background, wheelchairs
began congregating behind us. They were fellow residents
lining up to pray! These precious children of God all prayed for
Ben. A few used eloquent words that left me stunned. Others
softly uttered, "God bless you." Many gave him a loving
handshake, a trembling touch to his arm or an awkward pat on
his knee. Not one resident left the room without some sort of
acknowledgement to Ben.
Overwhelmed, I could only pray, "Thank you, Jesus, for
putting me here in this place at this moment to witness such a
spontaneous outpouring of love.
Several weeks later Ben was sitting outside on the patio and I
inquired about his back. He matter-of-factly answered, "Some
people prayed over me and now it's okay." Praise God from
whom all blessings flow! ~ Sheryl Watt, TX

LIGHT BEARERS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

“Ingrid” was a WWII veteran and a holocaust
survivor. While her living conditions in the
nursing home were not as severe, she
compared the spiritual darkness she felt to
“sitting on death row.” It wasn’t until she
prayerfully embraced the Light that her
darkness dissipated and she walked in His
Light until the day she died.
We take seriously the responsibility of being
Light bearers of the Gospel to the realms of
darkness in which we serve. ~ David Compton,
Love Your Neighbor Ministries, OR

Ministries like God Cares rely greatly on the
generosity of those who understand the need
of the residents within this mission field. Last
year, we fell short of our budgeted goals, yet, by
scaling back on some of our initiatives, we were
able to finish in the black.
We are so grateful to all of you who are
giving to further this great cause! You are
helping to assure that one day, every resident
will have a caring friend to help them find
hope and peace in Jesus as they journey
through their valley. ~ B.G.
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“And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart
of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience…And beyond all these
things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.” ~ Colossians 3:12-14

FAITHFUL FRIENDS
It’s been almost two decades since Lucy
Trowbridge and Leslie Lee started a ministry care
team to adopt a nursing home. They have led
many people from their church in experiencing
the joy of helping residents grow closer to Jesus.
They loved it so much that they have expanded
into two other care homes! Recently, Lucy
shared, “This ministry has been such a blessing
to me. It has become such an important part of
my life, especially since my husband passed
away four years ago. I don’t know where I would
be without it. And I owe it to God Cares for
helping our team get started 18 years ago.”
This team from New Hope Church in Fairview
Park is a model team! The following story is from
one of their team members.
Why We Do What We Do!
Before Don and I got married, he shared about
the ministry at the nursing home. Of course,
wanting to know what moved his heart, I had to
see for myself what it was all about. When I
visited the first time, I just stood in the back
observing and soon realized why it was so special
to him. It was about these dear people God
gathered together to be loved, encouraged and
blessed. They were precious in God’s sight and
immediately became so in mine.
The amazing thing to me is the peace that fills the
room when we meet. We go there expecting to
give all we can give and then we come away full.
Let me tell you why: Every week we get to share
the good news of Jesus Christ and His word; we

have Billy who asks us to pray for everyone on the
second floor, and of course he remembers the
aides who may be going through a rough time;
then there is Joe, a young man in his thirties who
never complains; Susan always asks prayers for
someone else; young Karen who asks if she could
take the hymnal back to her room so she can
copy the words; and all the many touches that are
always met with a smile and an “I love you!”
Nursing home ministry is not always easy. We
have lost many friends, but how can you really
lose someone to the Lord? They’re just traveling
on ahead because God has said, “Well done,
good and faithful servant.”~ Donna Klingensmith, OH
New Hope Care Team
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…The greatest form of praise is the sound
of consecrated feet seeking out the lost
and helpless. ~ Billy Graham
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BEYOND THE HOLIDAYS
The carolers are gone, the visitors have left, the trees, the
lights, and the wreaths are coming down, the parties are over
and a long, dark winter season sets in.
Now residents of nursing homes are truly facing silent nights
and lonely days. They would love to have a bit of that joyous
Christmas cheer again; to hear and sing songs and talk with
visitors and break the monotony of the long days with
pleasant company.
You can bring the light of the love that came down at Christmas
all year to our lonely neighbors. All you have to do is show up
and give them your gentle hugs and handshakes and songs and
smiles. To speak kind words, lend a listening ear, give your gift
of time and the present of your presence. To show them by your
actions and words that they are loved – by you, and most of all,
by Christ Jesus, the light of the world, who came that they might
have Life.
There are a few basic things you need to know before beginning
your nursing home visitation. God Cares Ministry can help you
get started. Visit our website or call our office to learn how you
can get started. You will be glad you did! ~ A.S.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
For the past 17 years, we have set aside an afternoon
and evening called “PowerNight.” This event is our gift
for nursing home volunteers to break away from
ministry labors to enjoy a special evening with fellow
missionaries. A delicious catered meal, an inspirational
message and a helpful resource to empower your
ministry, are highlights of this evening.
Prior to the banquet, we will be providing an
afternoon training program, “Through the Valley of
the Shadow of Grief.” This will focus on ministering to
residents as they journey through grief over their
many losses and changes. Included will be a session
to help you deal with the grief of losing residents who
have become dear friends.
Plan to join many co-laborers on Saturday, April
27th in Bay Village. The training program begins at
1:00 pm, followed by the fellowship banquet at 5:30
pm. Watch for full details in our next newsletter.

