Ministry
N
ews

25 years of Equipping the Church to share the love and word of Jesus in senior adult care homes

A CASE FOR NURSING
HOME MINISTRY
The cry of our frail
elderly neighbors:

“Do not cast me
away when I am old;
do not forsake me
when my strength is
gone.” ~ Psalm 71:9
God’s directive to His
people:

“Rise in the
presence of the
aged, show respect
for the elderly and
revere your God.
I am the LORD.”
~ Leviticus 19:32

GodCares
Ministry.com
Our newly
updated website
will provide you
with many
resources and
connections to
equip you and
help you prosper
in your outreach
to seniors in
care homes.

Scripture tells us again and
again to be defenders,
protectors, and providers for
widows and the aged. Our
Lord Jesus wants us to honor
and care for those who are
frail, vulnerable and
neglected. It is not His will that any of them should
perish. Yet, there are over 1.3 million frail seniors
hidden behind the walls of America’s nursing homes,
many of whom have yet to receive Jesus as Lord
and Savior.
It is estimated that over 75% of nursing home residents
receive less than one visit per month. This means that
nearly one million seniors who are currently on the
last leg of their earthly journey are without a friend
to help them prepare for eternity - without a friend to
help them find hope and peace in Jesus.
We must also realize that there is an average
residency turnover of less than 2½ -years. This
means that during the past ten years, over 5 million
of our neighbors have passed away without a
Christian friend to bring Jesus to them as they face
the final and most challenging stage of their lives.
Please pause and think about that.

Jan/Feb 2020

Nursing home residents are, perhaps, the most overlooked, unreached, local people group of the American
Church. They are lonely and fearful of their future and
need us to show them that God loves them and calls
them to Himself through the Good News of Jesus.
The majority of nursing home residents are open to
the Gospel when shared in respect to their culture
and limitations. Our experience is that those who
follow the principles in our training find that
approximately 85% of the residents to whom they
minister will take Jesus’ hand…
What a ripe harvest field in our own backyards!

I urge you, brothers and sisters in Christ,
to invest a meaningful portion of your time and
resources to intentionally minister to the frail elderly
of our nation. We must trust and obey our Lord, who
purposes to rescue them before they enter eternity.

The Church’s Focus:
The Church must always give significant focus to
discipling our youth, yet, the current focus is
disproportionate to the need of reaching out to our
often forgotten neighbors in the nursing homes.
Currently, our nation’s largest demographic, the
“baby boomers”, are fast becoming the senior
boomers. In just 15 years (2035), the number of
people aged 65+ will outnumber those under the
age of 18 (US Census Bureau). Millions of them are
expected to spend their last days in a nursing home.

Soon, our response to the challenges of caring for
nursing home residents and the disenfranchised frail
elderly will be applied to our own lives. The wisdom,
compassion, and sacrifices, or the indifference and
neglect, will be passed on. Indeed, we are building the
infrastructure for our own future, our children’s future,
and generations to come. Let’s leave a legacy of love
for the glory of our God! ~ Chaplain Bill Goodrich

THREE WAYS YOU
CAN MAKE AN
ETERNAL
DIFFERENCE:

FURTHER IMPORTANT OBSERVATIONS:
Since 1994, God Cares Ministry has been training and
equipping Christians to adopt nursing home residents to share
the love and word of Jesus through one-to-one visits and group
services. Below are some observations and calculations based
on our experience:
● An average of 2,100 care home residents die every day.
● 75% of nursing home residents receive less than one visit
each month.
● 1/3 of all Americans will spend all or part of their last six
months in a long term care facility.
● People living in nursing homes cannot go to church; the
Church must go to them.
● One Christian can minister to an average of 10 residents
on a regular basis.
● Less than 3% of American churches have a recognized
outreach in a care home. (We define “recognized” as an
outreach that is included in the church’s budget and has a
ministry coordinator who reports to the church leadership.)
● Throughout a given year, one properly-trained care team (4-8
Christians) that adopts a nursing home can provide significant
spiritual support to over 60 residents. At least 85% of those
they minister to will find hope in Jesus - and many staff and
family members as well.

God Cares Ministry provides
three opportunities for
Christians to make a
meaningful impact in this
mission field:
1. Volunteer to visit residents as a friend who can help them find
hope and peace in Jesus. We provide needed training and
ministry resources to help you and/or a team from your
church to adopt a care home and thrive in this outreach.
2. Become a ministry prayer partner. Our praying partners receive
monthly letters with specific prayer requests to petition the Lord
on behalf of residents, volunteers and God Cares.
3. Become a financial supporter. God Cares has a number of
secure ways for you to minister financially. These include:
monthly giving plans with auto withdrawals from your credit
card or bank account, planned giving options for those who
want to leave a long-lasting legacy, and non-cash donations.
We are humbly committed to serving you as you participate in
helping care home residents take Jesus’ hand through caring
friendships and the sharing of His word.

Please join us in praying Matthew 9:38: That the Lord of the Harvest
will send out laborers into His harvest.
May He richly bless you for all you invest into their lives. ~ B.G.

A LIFE FULFILLED
Sandy and I volunteered in nursing homes together for 15 years.
She loved God and loved the residents and they loved her back.
She taught Sunday School and played the organ/piano at church
for 50 years. She used her talents and played keyboard for the
residents, bringing joy, music, and God’s word into many lives there.
Sandy would come to the nursing homes early and visit
residents in their rooms. She had to step away from this ministry
for a while to be treated for cancer. We didn’t think she would
ever be back, but to everyone’s delight, she was able to return,
and with a great testimony of God’s grace.
Sometimes we would go together to visit our friends in their
rooms. A few months ago, we visited a woman who was dying
and unresponsive. Sandy shared, “Debbie, if you can hear us
and if you didn’t already do so, take Jesus’ hand. He loves you
so much that He died for you. He will take you in His arms. He
wants to take you to heaven.” And then we sang,
“Turn your eyes upon Jesus
look full in his wonderful face
and the things of earth will grow strangely dim
in the light of his glory and grace.”

In ways like this, Sandy
helped many residents
find hope and peace in
Jesus. And she also
impacted me! My colaborer and friend helped
me grow closer to Jesus
and deepen in my faith,
just by the way she loved Jesus and His people. She told me, “I
want to keep doing this till the end.” And she did (she was serving
with us the week before she died.)
Today, Sandy is in heaven enjoying the people who are there
because of her faithful service. Her life reminds me of the blessed
future we have ahead of us - including many happy reunions!!
~ Kris Looney, Hope & Joy Ministry
Note: Because of the significant donations given in Sandy’s
memory & honor, Sandy Schneppe has become our 32nd
Legacy Partner. Because of her love and influence, Sandy is still
impacting residents through these financial gifts. ~ B.G.

WHEN GOD ALIGNS OUR WAYS
After hearing about God Cares from another
pastor, Pastor Ulm of Ascension Lutheran Church
contacted us. It was June of 2019 when he came
to our office to pick up a few books and brochures
for a meeting he was having that day. He had a
small group of members interested in nursing
home ministry, and he was very eager to help
them get started in this outreach.
Carole Bowers shared her
pastor’s enthusiasm and
chose to accept the role of
care team coordinator. She
came to our office and
picked up the Living Waters
training kit and facilitated
the training to prepare their
group for ministry.
After the training, the team
was excited and ready to
get started. Carole had
arranged a first visit with a
nearby nursing home, but a
number of issues put a stop
to their plans. A bit discouraged, Carole contacted
us for some help.
About the same time, we received a call from
Cindy, an Activities Director, who shared how her
residents needed Christian fellowship, and
perhaps a Bible study. What a match!!!
We were able to connect Carole with Cindy, and
entrusted everything into the Lord’s hands.
Just last week, we received a call from Pastor Ulm,
who was elated after just witnessing God at work
through their care team, "Helpers of Joy". Their
group of 10, on only their 5th or 6th visit, were
really connecting with the residents! He shared, “I
am just blown away by the impact this has had on

our volunteers and the residents. This ministry so
fits with our church’s gifts and ability to serve. It
could not be a better outreach for us. The team
feels they are getting more out of these visits than
they are giving to the residents. Already, members
are asking to increase their visits from twice a
month.” Pastor Ulm was filled with awe and
gratitude for what God was doing, and wanted to
share his joy and thank us for our involvement.
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Chaplain Bill decided to call Cindy to see how
things were going from her perspective, and she
shared, “They are absolutely fantastic! I couldn’t
be happier with that group of people! They are
pairing up, spending quality time with people in
one-on-one visits. They just come here with their
giving hearts, making visits and having occasional
little get-togethers with music and fellowship.
I see a lot more smiles on the residents’ faces… It’s
making a difference and I am very happy. I like them
a lot, and thank God Cares for sending them to us.”
We praise God for the privilege of being part of His
plan to help another church fulfill His call. May God
bless His “Helpers of Joy”! ~ Kim Aukerman

Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to
visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself
unstained from the world. ~ James 1:27

A LIFE REDEEMED
Millie entered the sunset years of life. Having
outlived her family and friends, she had to move
into a care facility.
She told us that she had heard Bible stories in her
early years, but it was clear that she never
understood the claims of Christ on her life. Our

regular visits built friendship and trust, resulting in
Millie saying, “I am ready to trust Jesus.”
A dramatic transformation took place as she lived
out the remainder of her end-of-life journey. She
became a vibrant witness for the One whom she
found to be the Way, the Truth and the Life (John
14:6). ~ Dave and Terri Compton, Gresham, OR
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Good people must do good things to stop
bad things from continuing.
May the good things we do always reflect
the Good News of God’s love.
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To Increase Your Impact in Care Home Ministry
For the past 25 years, God Cares has been training Christians to
be well equipped for helping care home residents grow closer to
Jesus. These programs have been a great benefit to beginners, as
well as significantly enhancing the outreach of the experienced.
Consider the value of a one-day investment to gain time-proven
principles from God’s word to increase your impact in helping
residents and other homebound friends find strength and
peace in Jesus.
Some comments from last year’s training:
● I found the training very insightful, full of information to help
me develop into a better messenger for our Lord Jesus.
Filled with the spirit! Joan, Novelty, OH
● Praise God! This is exactly what I needed. This was a God anointed
teaching! Leica, Allentown, PA
● It was clear with great resources. Shirley, Garfield Heights, OH
● Very structured information, which will be helpful to me and
give me more confidence in reaching out to the residents.
Donna, Bay Village, OH
● As someone who works in a nursing home… I think you give
great advice… Julia, Mentor, OH

Register today and plan to join us at:
Cuyahoga Valley Church (CVC), Broadview Hts., Ohio
Saturday, March 14th, 2020 9AM – 3:30PM
Topics will include:
● What God tells us about the senior care home mission field
● Understanding and meeting the primary emotional and
spiritual needs of our senior friends
● Fruitful one-to-one visitation that helps our friends grow
closer to Jesus
● Group services that engage and transform lives of the
audience and the teacher
● Ministering beyond the limitations of dementia
You will also receive a copy of the handbook, “Nursing Home
Ministry – Where Hidden Treasures are Found” and the life
changing ministry book, “God Cares for You”.
Registration is required. The cost is only $30, which
includes lunch. Scholarships are available.
Register online at GodCaresMinistry.com, or call our office at
440-930-2173.
Attendees who follow through on a brief visitation
assignment will receive a certificate of achievement.

