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Over 25 years of equipping the Church to share the love and word of Jesus in senior adult care homes

Let us fix
our eyes on
Jesus,
the author
and
perfecter of
our faith…
Hebrews 12:2

God Cares for You
Addressing the
seven primary
emotional & spiritual
needs of our lonely
senior adults.
“This book has
helped me find the
good in my current
circumstances and I
now have confidence
that God is with me.”
~ Diane, a nursing
home resident.
Available at:
GodCaresMinistry.com
or 440-930-2173

TWO DEFINING
WORDS
The year 2020 brings to mind
two words: “different” and
“change”. So much has
changed and so much is now
different. For God Cares
Ministry, the Lord worked the
changes for good, enabling us to have a greater
impact than any previous year. When the pandemic
effectively closed the doors of care homes to our
volunteer network, we turned to Him, and He led us
to change our outreach approach in this
unprecedented time.
Since our vision is to equip Christians to provide
Christ-centered spiritual care for nursing home
residents, we began to create giant-print Scripture
sheets we call Words of Comfort and Encouragement
from the Bible. We are just completing our goal of 52
sheets and are very encouraged by the impact they
are having on residents and even staff. Now,
amazingly, over 2,500 volunteers and activity
directors are using them as a primary resource for
providing spiritual care to over 80,000 recipients.
While we are very grateful for this new initiative, we
are still deeply concerned about the length of time
our resident friends have been without compassionate,
in-person visits. We are prayerfully looking forward to
the days when we can reunite with them.
There is another very significant change
for the nursing home mission field that concerns the
Sonshine Society. As most of you know, Sonshine
has been a leading provider of many very helpful
resources, such as their giant-print songbooks,
Scripture books, Bible lesson helps, tracts, and singa-long CDs, all made specifically for care home
ministry. Their mission, like ours, is to recruit, train,
and equip Christian volunteers for nursing home
ministry. In late 2020, Sonshine made the very
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difficult decision to end their 47-year outreach based
in Lynnwood, WA. As part of this process, they have
asked God Cares Ministry to continue to make their
resources available so that we may carry on their
great outreach.
This is a huge shift! Sonshine has impacted more
care home residents and the missionaries who serve
them than could be counted. Their founder, Herm
Haakenson, was one of my mentors who supported
me when we started God Cares 26 years ago. I am
deeply honored to take on this important responsibility
and would so appreciate your prayers as we
journey forward.
There is much more regarding this transition that we
will be sharing in upcoming newsletters. For now, our
immediate plan is to have the Sonshine resources
available through God Cares Ministry’s website, by
phone, and at our training programs by April.

As we face change, we must also carefully consider
what things must never be changed, no matter how
our world evolves. God Cares Ministry holds to a list
of core values, as did Sonshine. These define the
heart of our mission.
Continued on page 2

TWO DEFINING WORDS (Continued from page 1)
These essential core values are embedded into the fabric of who and what we are. They include:
● Being relational ~ We do not go to the care home to convert people, rather we go to residents as
a caring friend, and as they are open, we help them take Jesus’ hand and grow closer to Him.
● Being Christ-centered ~ The one gift every resident needs is the gift that came from our loving God,
and that is His Son, Jesus. Our visits and group services respectfully point our friends to Jesus.
● Being Biblically-based ~ The Bible holds the promises and directives of God that everyone
needs in order to find hope and peace in Jesus. There is no other way for a person to grow in
a nurturing relationship with Jesus than to hear and embrace the Word of God in the Bible.
● Being prayerful ~ We understand that without Jesus we can do nothing, so we pray as He
taught and modeled in Scripture.
Jesus is not surprised by any changes, and He knows how to lead us through them. As we seek
His guidance, we look to the future with confidence in Him, remembering His Word in Isaiah,
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?”
With anticipation of much fruit, for our Father’s glory. ~ Chaplain Bill

“JUST AT THE RIGHT TIME!”

From
an

What a blessing it is to see how our wonderful and loving God cares
for His dear ones. As we call Activity Directors around the country,
offering Scripture handouts, we also offer prayers for them. No one
has said no to a prayer! I can feel the love and power of God flowing
over the phone line as I pray for these caregivers who have been
through such a terrible ordeal this past year.
They are worn out. Exhausted. They have lived with intense stress
for a year. Living in a siege mentality, trying to keep an invisible
killer out of the building. Not knowing when or who the enemy will
strike. And then when COVID actually invades their building, it
becomes a life-and death struggle. One AD told us that people just
don’t understand, but they feel like they’ve been in a war. The
battle is fierce when COVID hits the building - the fear, the stress,
the illness, the deaths, the grief…
I ask them, How are you holding up? I get answers ranging from a
cheerful, “Oh, we’re doing great,” to “Well, we’re taking it one day
at a time,” to “It’s been really, really hard.” More than one person
has wept on the phone with me. I listen for as long as they want to
talk. I empathize and encourage as best as I can. Before I hang
up, I ask if I can pray for them. Sometimes I ask if I can pray a
blessing over them.
Some are eager to receive prayer, some are hard to read, but no one
has said no. One caregiver asked me to wait so she could put me on

With Gratitude
I want to thank you
for your financial
partnership. You
have truly helped
to reach many
more residents
than we could have
imagined. May the
Lord bless you to
see the fruit of your
kindness. ~ B.G.

speaker phone for her co-workers to hear the prayer. Sometimes they
pray quietly along with me: “Yes, Lord Jesus… Amen…Thank you…”
When I am finished, their tone is changed. I can feel them relax,
sometimes they sigh in relief, and then I hear these responses:
“You called at exactly the right time!” (I’ve heard this at least six
times and it amazes me every time how God orchestrates a phone
call just when it is most needed.)
“Your call is a breath of fresh air.”
“I really needed this today. I have been feeling so unappreciated.”
“God knew I needed this. It’s been so hard and people just
don’t understand.”
“Wow, your prayer made my day.”
Recently, an AD shared, “We’re back to having small group
activities and of course we’ve been having window and virtual
visits, but the one thing the residents say they are still missing are
the church services”. ~ Arlene Sikorski

ONE THING REMAINS
One thing that has not changed in the nursing home mission field is the residents’ need for the love and Word of God. God’s Word is
truly life-giving, as is the love of God, expressed through the caring friendships we establish with the residents. When we re-enter the
homes, we will see that much has changed. Some of our friends will have passed, the staff may be less connected to groups they
have not seen for a year, there will be added safety measures to abide by. But the need for God’s love and Word shared in
respectful and creative ways will remain. We are the LORD’s vessels. Let us begin now to ready ourselves to pour out the life-giving
water of Christ into the dry and empty vessels. ~ B.G.

CONTINUING THE LEGACY
I met Reverend Yvonne Hobson more than 15 years ago at one of our PowerNight events. She was
so excited about serving Jesus in the nursing home mission field! In 2017, Yvonne became an
advisor to our board of directors. She was a loving friend who helped us understand the value of
diversity and prayed for us often.
If you attended our PowerNight event in 2019, you may remember the inspiring keynote message
given by Yvonne. I believe everyone in that banquet hall was touched by the Spirit of God as He
spoke through her. Her message was recorded and is still on our
website in our video library.
On November 20, 2020, Jesus took Yvonne out of her exhausted body,
and carried her to her eternal home. She has left quite a legacy, not
only with the people connected to God Cares, but to the many other
outreaches she gave herself to. We thank God for our friend, and look
forward to reuniting with her and the multitude of faithful followers of Jesus.
Reverend Yvonne has become our 34th Legacy Partner. Legacy
Partners are people whose lives have ended in this world, but who
are still making a difference in the nursing home mission field
because of significant contributions given in their memory.
May we remember Yvonne’s labor of love and the strong Christian
example she gave us…
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THANKSGIVING AND ENCOURAGEMENT

Margaret, Betty Lee &
Adalou

The Nov/Dec 2020 newsletter provided
encouragement to me. The stories of creative
ministry were great! I especially like the roving
notebook Zoom calls to resident rooms. Great
idea! I plan to approach our Activities Director
with this idea!
Thank you for continuing the good work
supplied by the Lord for His people in
care homes.
I resolve in 2021 to answer God’s call to serve
the residents well.
Thanks for going strong in the midst of the
pandemic. The ideas of creative ministry prove
God continues to be faithful. ~ Matt Wilson
~~~
We at Golden Treasures Ministry are so grateful
for the provision of Bible study material, cards of
encouragement and prayers from God Cares
Ministry. In this year of change, these provisions
have enabled us to grow in our outreach to not
only the residents, but also to the Activity
Directors at the nursing facilities we serve.

From Richard Cadwallader

We are finding that no matter how difficult it is,
we must stay in contact with residents so they
know that they are not forgotten, and keep them
flooded with the knowledge that Jesus loves them.
One of the most poignant moments during our
window visits is when the residents, with their
strong desire for contact, reach out and place
their hand on the window and we place our
hand on top. What a sweet time of connection.
This is a time of challenge, but it is also a
season of growth as we continue to trust in God
to guide us in His way. ~ Elaine Edkin
~~~
I share your Scripture sheets at church - once a
month. I print off 80 copies. Most of them go
directly into the hands of our church people. My
wife Ann and I place some in mailings to
individuals going through difficulties, I send one
to a prisoner each month. I also give several to
other pastors to learn of the resources you have
available. Thanks for this ministry! ~ Pastor Bud
serving in Rittman, OH
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IN HONOR OF
Jesus Christ!

LORD, you establish peace for us; all that we have
accomplished you have done for us. ~ Isaiah 26:12

From Jeremy Newman

Nursing Home Employees
Health Workers
From Lucy Trowbridge

Kevin Lynch
From Susan Adkins

God Cares Ministry
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God Cares Ministry
Board of Directors
Bill Goodrich, President
Dennis Barta, Vice President
Fran Palffy, Secretary
Mary Kerner Bowman
Brian Hassett
Larry Looney

Greater things are yet to come;
And greater things are still to be
done in this city. ~ Chris Tomlin
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Board Advisors:
Brad Fisk
Mike Laurito
Dick Lee
Jeremy Moorman
Craig Raycraft
Dietlind Rothenbusch

Enhancing Trust

Passing the Baton…
God Cares receives a precious gift from the
Sonshine Society
A new chapter for
the nursing home mission field
See inside for details

