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IN THE GARDEN

I am sending you
to open their
eyes, so that they
may turn from
darkness to light
and from the
power of Satan to
God, that they
may receive
forgiveness of
sins and a place
among those who
are sanctified by
faith in me.
~ Acts 26:17b-28

A CONTINUAL LEGACY
Our Legacy Partners are people whose lives have ended in this world,
but who are still making a difference in the nursing home mission field
because of the significant contributions given in their memory.
Our newest Legacy Partner is Doug Feller. As mentioned on page one,
Doug was a blessing to so many people; serving as a care team leader
and a board member of God Cares. His authentic friendship, unique
humor, and simple approach to a practical journey with God, won the
hearts of many for Jesus. Indeed, his influence continues to make a
difference in this great mission field. One of Doug’s favorite quotes was
from Philippians 4:13: “I can do everything through Christ who
gives me strength.”
God Cares Ministry
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by Christ’s strength
and grace. This
includes His leading of
our financial supporters.
We thank Him for all of
you, and often ask Him
to bless you for your
kindness to His elderly
children. You are
making a huge
difference in this world
– and heaven too!
~ B.G.
Doug and a friend from the nursing home

AN INVITATION TO BE BLESSED
We recently received a letter from Frank
Raymond, a care home missionary,
who shared: “In 1996, our pastor
handed me a scrap of paper with a
phone number on it. He said, ‘See what
they want.’ Well, I called the
Stonebridge Health Care Center, and
was directed to the Activity Director.
She laid out her need. 26 churches had
been contacted. We were the only one
who responded. They needed a person and
church to be responsible for a Sunday morning
worship service. I took that information back to the
pastor, who said – ‘That would be perfect for you.’
Whoa! For two weeks I resisted the opportunity.
This was so different from other ministries where I
had served. Finally, I called back – and with much
joy I began serving. We still minister in two
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widows in their distress and to keep oneself
from being polluted by the world. ~ James 1:27
God is not unjust; he will not forget your
work and the love you have shown him as
you have helped his people and continue to
help them. ~ Hebrews 6:10

I am the vine;
you are the
branches. If a
man remains in
me and I in him,
he will bear
much fruit; apart
from me you can
do nothing.
~ John 15:5

Perhaps now more than
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is like a mustard seed,
which a man took and planted in his field.
Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet
when it has grown, it is the largest of
garden plants and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and perch in its
branches.” ~ Matthew 13:31-32
We do not need to look very far to see what
the world is like, but this, friends, is what the
Kingdom of God is like! Consider the aspects
our Lord has presented:
� The seed is the Word of God, which has
been given to us.
� The man owns a field. This field would be
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� The man did the work of planting the
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uncultivated soil by removing the stones
and thrones of doubt and
misunderstanding.
� Though the seed may seem to have so
little promise for impact (because of its
size), he plants it by faith.
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largest plant in the garden – so large that
the birds of the air can perch in its shade.
Almost all of us began our ministry work with
apprehension because we felt we had so little
to give. We compared ourselves with
experienced farmers who were so good with
their words and abilities. But, God is not
limited by our weakness. Might a great harvest
be awaiting our willingness to trust and obey
the Lord of the Harvest?

My friend, Doug Feller, struggled with the
concern that he was not qualified to preach
God’s Word in a nursing home because he
didn’t attend Bible college, nor was he
ordained. After sharing several Scriptures with
him about whom the Lord qualifies to share
the Good News, Doug stepped out with
confidence in the Lord. He recruited a team of
volunteers from his church and adopted two
nursing homes. Over a 15-year period, they
ministered to hundreds of residents. The Board
of God Cares was honored to have Doug
serve as our Vice President for over 10 years.
Doug is now in heaven, enjoying fellowship
with those he helped to take Jesus’ hand.
The Lord has already planned that when we
sow our seed in the care home garden, He will
cause our ministry to branch out beyond our
expectations, and our friends in that home will
find peace and rest in Him. He said,
“This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear
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The garden is right in our own community.
Every seed of God’s Word sown in good soil
will bear the fruit of heaven. Yes, the pandemic
has been a long and difficult winter season,
but now the spring of opportunity has arrived
as many care homes are open to individual
visits. Let us go by faith to sow the Word of
God, for the Kingdom of heaven is near!
In Christ’s service with you, Chaplain Bill

A RESOURCE TO HELP YOU GET
STARTED (OR RESTARTED)
Sometimes it is very helpful to have a source where we
can get good seed for sowing in our particular ministry
field. The care home environment is unique. Special
attention for planting the seed of God’s Word in this
setting is necessary. Just as orange seeds produce
flourishing fruit in the south, but not so in the cooler
northern regions, there is particular seed that grows well
in the care home environment. God Cares Ministry has
seed that bears much good fruit in the care homes. It is
packaged in the ministry book entitled, “God Cares for You”.
This book has seven chapters that provide Biblical
answers to the primary emotional and spiritual concerns
of our friends in care homes. The topics focus on:
change, loss, hope, a growing relationship with God and
people, peace, purpose and heaven.
The book is large print, spiral bound and contains color
pictures, related Bible
verses, questions to help
the reader meditate on
God’s answers and
prayer. It is a great
resource that can enable
you to bear good fruit in
your care home.

FREE SEED FOR YOU

IN DEEP APPRECIATION

God Cares will provide a free “God Cares for You”
ministry book to any Christian willing to pledge
two things:
1) That you will prayerfully read through the book, to
get familiar with the topics and Bible verses that
address them.
2) That you will prayerfully share the book with a
resident of a care home.
We will provide helpful guidance and prayer support as
you step out in faith to plant your seed. You may receive
your free ministry book and guidelines by contacting
God Cares Ministry at: GodCaresMinistry.com Click on
the “God Cares for You Seeds” box on our front page, or
call us at 440-930-2173.

I continue to grow in respect and gratitude for the servants of the Sonshine Society team. I don’t think that anyone
could realize the amount of work that went into producing and maintaining an inventory of some 50 resources, and
publishing over 275 newsletters (that reached over 18,000 recipients). They processed tens of thousands of orders and
shipped them in a timely fashion, while taking the time to encourage and listen to many, many of the volunteers who
placed those orders by phone. They did this for 48 years! Sometimes I just don’t know how they did it all.
As most of you know, in June of 2021, the Sonshine Society gave God Cares Ministry the privilege of carrying on their
mission. Now, eight months later, we step back in honor of their five decades to a labor of love. Filling their shoes has
been no small task for us, but just as they would say, it is by God’s grace we press forward for His glory. Thank you,
Sonshine team, for your innumerable acts of love for Jesus and His elderly sheep! ~ BG

I called a nursing home this morning, asked for the
Activity Director, and briefly mentioned why I was
calling. The receptionist who answered said to me,
“You’re from God Cares Ministry! I am so glad you
called because we are already using some of your
materials and I can’t tell you enough how grateful I am
for you and your wonderful resources and everything
you are doing!
I was searching for resources and found your website.
We have used your handouts for our residents and
also for some of our church members. I am so excited
to hear from you. Isn’t it wonderful how God brings
people and phone calls and websites together?”
We prayed together before hanging up and said we’d
keep in touch. As I hung up, I thought of what a

KEEPING ON

Your garden awaits!

It’s been several months now since we
have been able to resume our regular
Sunday services at the care centers.
There have been interruptions, when
Covid has occurred in the facility, and
activities including church were stopped
temporarily, and this has certainly
impacted the cohesiveness of our
ministry. It has been interesting to see
how this has made our presence even
more welcomed than ever. This last
Sunday, after a three-week closure,
residents were waiting and clapped as we came in the
room. That’s a first, and it was encouraging! But also,
heart rendering as it brought home the depth of isolation
and hunger for Christian fellowship that is present. And it
is present behind the front doors of most care centers
across our country. The two years of restrictions,
sometimes for long periods, isolated in their rooms,
because of the determined need to protect residents.
The loneliness and longing have been very apparent.
This is such an opportunity. Even as our team has had
various illnesses or family situations that have kept them
from participating at times, God has been at work! The
Holy Spirit’s ministry and the gospel message are not
dependent upon our abilities, the best prepared
message, or even having a full team present. We are just
the conduits and need to keep doing what He leads us to,
and keep being faithful. We are seeing the fruit of the

GRACIOUS
FREEDOMS
Keep in mind that if a
care home is not on lockdown,
you most likely do not need an
appointment to visit a person
whom you already know. Of
course, you will need to sign in
and take required safety
precautions. Many such visitors
have found that while visiting their
friend, they have some freedom
to connect with others in the
same room or nearby rooms.
When this grace is given, we
must be thoughtful not to allow
our freedoms to cause the
residents any harm, or the care
home’s administration
unnecessary concern. Let us
make the most of every
opportunity (Colossians 4:5).

FROM OUR ACTIVITY DIRECTOR
OUTREACH TEAM

A GROWING GARDEN
Last month, I gave copies of the “God Cares for You” ministry book to
residents at our Sunday service. Brenda received a copy and told her friend,
Carla, about the wonderful book that was given to her. At the next service,
Carla asked me if she might also have a book, telling me that Brenda had let
her look through her copy. I pulled out a copy from my case, showed her the
chapters, topics, stories and related prayers which she could incorporate into
her day and also share with others.
At our next Bible Fellowship, Carla approached me with much enthusiasm
and thanked me for the book. She said it was a tremendous help to her, and
she asked to speak to the group about her experience. She walked to the
lectern with her walker and began her testimony. She said that the book
allowed her to discover her purpose in this new stage of her life. Through
“God Cares for You”, she was able to finally recognize why she was at the
nursing home. Now she is confident that God has called her to a special place
and given her a greater knowledge of her journey with Him. She intends to
use that knowledge to bless others. ~ Ed Noftz

Our Father in Heaven, we ask that you would bring comfort, protection and strength to the
caregivers of our friends in the nursing homes. They so desperately need your peace and
grace today. We ask that you would completely remove the Covid virus from the earth and
lift any unnecessary restrictions from the care homes. Show us how we can be a blessing
to these caregivers, that they would know that you care for them, even as they are caring
for your elderly sheep. We ask this all in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

residents coming back after two years without the church
services, and the eagerness they have, and the
appreciation of our being there. We have also noticed this
with the staff. One Activity Director almost cried when the
team came in again, as she has experienced the
difference of not having consistent Christian witness and
presence in the care home, and she is so grateful.
Though none of us knows exactly what others in this
mission field are experiencing, I think we can concur that
most likely we all are facing some challenging times as
we continue to move through this pandemic. We can
certainly praise the Lord that we are back “in” for the
most part, and though we don’t know the future, we can
trust God, and keep on. We are greatly encouraged by
the reception we are being given. So, we seize the
opportunity, and move as God directs. There is a Harvest
to reap! ~ Sharon Haakenson, former Sonshine President

BEYOND THE SURFACE
At a recent Bible study in a memory care unit, I had the
opportunity to sit with a resident who was from Puerto
Rico. She knows only a few words in English and I know
only a few words in Spanish. Over the last four years,
despite our language differences, we have been able to
overcome this barrier. Our facial expressions and gentle
ways have been able to bridge this gap, and we have
become friends.
Maria is fairly advanced in her dementia, and yet she
comes to each Bible study eagerly waiting for us to start to
sing. While she knows the tunes of the hymns we sing,
she doesn’t know the English words. She tries to follow
along in our song books and at times becomes very
frustrated when she loses her way. This past week, I sat
down with her and pointed to the words as we sang along.
Much to my surprise and delight I heard her pronouncing the English words phonetically. This lady, who can’t
even remember much about her own life, has been able to learn another language in order to sing along with
the rest of us. What a thrill it was to see what God was doing in her soul!
I am reminded of 2 Corinthians 4:16, “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.” Throughout the years I see over and over the work of
the Holy Spirit overcoming the snare of cognitive disabilities. We have a front row seat to see these moments of
precious lucidity along with evidence of a deep understanding of the love God shares with each of us. How
privileged we are! I encourage you to spend time with these dear residents and see that “the harvest is plentiful
and ripe and we can be the workers sent into this harvest field”. ~ Elaine Edkin, Golden Treasures Ministry

TER
LAUGH CINE
DI
A lady went into the grocery store and asked for fifty gallons of milk. The clerk, amazed, asked her what
IS ME
she was going to do with that much milk. "I have a skin problem and the doctor prescribed a milk bath."
The clerk asked, "Pasteurized?" She replied . . . "No, just up to my chin." ~ GCLF
A man and his wife are sitting in the living room and he says to her, "Just so you know, I never want to live in a
vegetative state, dependent on some machine. If that ever happens, just pull the plug." "OK," says his wife as she
gets up and unplugs the TV.
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delight it was to connect with a sister in Christ,
hundreds of miles away, and learn how God is
connecting His people around our nation!
The past two years have been an incredibly harsh
season for the care home staff. They need all the
support we can give them. They were broadsided by
this pandemic. They are living through so much
stress, yet, they have stepped up to provide end-oflife care to the most vulnerable. They, themselves,
serve in the face of serious illness and death to
provide this care. They are exhausted and often
grieving. Whatever we can do to let them know we
stand with them and that we are more grateful than
we can say is life-giving. Your continued prayers,
cards, appreciative phone calls, flowers, a listening
ear, gift cards… are some of the ways we can show
them Christ’s love. ~ Arlene Sikorski
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dependent upon our abilities, the best prepared
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GRACIOUS
FREEDOMS
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home’s administration
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make the most of every
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FROM OUR ACTIVITY DIRECTOR
OUTREACH TEAM

A GROWING GARDEN
Last month, I gave copies of the “God Cares for You” ministry book to
residents at our Sunday service. Brenda received a copy and told her friend,
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Carla asked me if she might also have a book, telling me that Brenda had let
her look through her copy. I pulled out a copy from my case, showed her the
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Our Father in Heaven, we ask that you would bring comfort, protection and strength to the
caregivers of our friends in the nursing homes. They so desperately need your peace and
grace today. We ask that you would completely remove the Covid virus from the earth and
lift any unnecessary restrictions from the care homes. Show us how we can be a blessing
to these caregivers, that they would know that you care for them, even as they are caring
for your elderly sheep. We ask this all in the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

residents coming back after two years without the church
services, and the eagerness they have, and the
appreciation of our being there. We have also noticed this
with the staff. One Activity Director almost cried when the
team came in again, as she has experienced the
difference of not having consistent Christian witness and
presence in the care home, and she is so grateful.
Though none of us knows exactly what others in this
mission field are experiencing, I think we can concur that
most likely we all are facing some challenging times as
we continue to move through this pandemic. We can
certainly praise the Lord that we are back “in” for the
most part, and though we don’t know the future, we can
trust God, and keep on. We are greatly encouraged by
the reception we are being given. So, we seize the
opportunity, and move as God directs. There is a Harvest
to reap! ~ Sharon Haakenson, former Sonshine President

BEYOND THE SURFACE
At a recent Bible study in a memory care unit, I had the
opportunity to sit with a resident who was from Puerto
Rico. She knows only a few words in English and I know
only a few words in Spanish. Over the last four years,
despite our language differences, we have been able to
overcome this barrier. Our facial expressions and gentle
ways have been able to bridge this gap, and we have
become friends.
Maria is fairly advanced in her dementia, and yet she
comes to each Bible study eagerly waiting for us to start to
sing. While she knows the tunes of the hymns we sing,
she doesn’t know the English words. She tries to follow
along in our song books and at times becomes very
frustrated when she loses her way. This past week, I sat
down with her and pointed to the words as we sang along.
Much to my surprise and delight I heard her pronouncing the English words phonetically. This lady, who can’t
even remember much about her own life, has been able to learn another language in order to sing along with
the rest of us. What a thrill it was to see what God was doing in her soul!
I am reminded of 2 Corinthians 4:16, “Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting
away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.” Throughout the years I see over and over the work of
the Holy Spirit overcoming the snare of cognitive disabilities. We have a front row seat to see these moments of
precious lucidity along with evidence of a deep understanding of the love God shares with each of us. How
privileged we are! I encourage you to spend time with these dear residents and see that “the harvest is plentiful
and ripe and we can be the workers sent into this harvest field”. ~ Elaine Edkin, Golden Treasures Ministry

TER
LAUGH CINE
DI
A lady went into the grocery store and asked for fifty gallons of milk. The clerk, amazed, asked her what
IS ME
she was going to do with that much milk. "I have a skin problem and the doctor prescribed a milk bath."
The clerk asked, "Pasteurized?" She replied . . . "No, just up to my chin." ~ GCLF
A man and his wife are sitting in the living room and he says to her, "Just so you know, I never want to live in a
vegetative state, dependent on some machine. If that ever happens, just pull the plug." "OK," says his wife as she
gets up and unplugs the TV.
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delight it was to connect with a sister in Christ,
hundreds of miles away, and learn how God is
connecting His people around our nation!
The past two years have been an incredibly harsh
season for the care home staff. They need all the
support we can give them. They were broadsided by
this pandemic. They are living through so much
stress, yet, they have stepped up to provide end-oflife care to the most vulnerable. They, themselves,
serve in the face of serious illness and death to
provide this care. They are exhausted and often
grieving. Whatever we can do to let them know we
stand with them and that we are more grateful than
we can say is life-giving. Your continued prayers,
cards, appreciative phone calls, flowers, a listening
ear, gift cards… are some of the ways we can show
them Christ’s love. ~ Arlene Sikorski
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The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. In such
blessings, there is freedom from the law.

RESOURCE CORNER:
The cross is a symbol of Christ’s ultimate sacrifice for us. As we
approach the Easter celebration, you may want to provide your
residents with a tangible reminder of Jesus’ love for them with a handheld Prayer Cross.
Each cross is
individually wrapped,
and comes with a
beautiful poem that will
bring comfort and
encourage prayer.
Order from our online
store:
GodCaresMinistry.com
or by calling
(440) 653-5293

God Cares is a 501 c (3)
ministry based in Avon Lake,
Ohio. Our newsletters are sent
to encourage, instruct and
inform Christians who desire to
share the love and word of
Jesus with residents of care
homes. Past issues are
available on our website, or
you may contact our office for
a copy (or to unsubscribe).

IN THE GARDEN

I am sending you
to open their
eyes, so that they
may turn from
darkness to light
and from the
power of Satan to
God, that they
may receive
forgiveness of
sins and a place
among those who
are sanctified by
faith in me.
~ Acts 26:17b-28

A CONTINUAL LEGACY
Our Legacy Partners are people whose lives have ended in this world,
but who are still making a difference in the nursing home mission field
because of the significant contributions given in their memory.
Our newest Legacy Partner is Doug Feller. As mentioned on page one,
Doug was a blessing to so many people; serving as a care team leader
and a board member of God Cares. His authentic friendship, unique
humor, and simple approach to a practical journey with God, won the
hearts of many for Jesus. Indeed, his influence continues to make a
difference in this great mission field. One of Doug’s favorite quotes was
from Philippians 4:13: “I can do everything through Christ who
gives me strength.”
God Cares Ministry
continues and grows
by Christ’s strength
and grace. This
includes His leading of
our financial supporters.
We thank Him for all of
you, and often ask Him
to bless you for your
kindness to His elderly
children. You are
making a huge
difference in this world
– and heaven too!
~ B.G.
Doug and a friend from the nursing home

AN INVITATION TO BE BLESSED
We recently received a letter from Frank
Raymond, a care home missionary,
who shared: “In 1996, our pastor
handed me a scrap of paper with a
phone number on it. He said, ‘See what
they want.’ Well, I called the
Stonebridge Health Care Center, and
was directed to the Activity Director.
She laid out her need. 26 churches had
been contacted. We were the only one
who responded. They needed a person and
church to be responsible for a Sunday morning
worship service. I took that information back to the
pastor, who said – ‘That would be perfect for you.’
Whoa! For two weeks I resisted the opportunity.
This was so different from other ministries where I
had served. Finally, I called back – and with much
joy I began serving. We still minister in two
facilities. God is good!”

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and
widows in their distress and to keep oneself
from being polluted by the world. ~ James 1:27
God is not unjust; he will not forget your
work and the love you have shown him as
you have helped his people and continue to
help them. ~ Hebrews 6:10

I am the vine;
you are the
branches. If a
man remains in
me and I in him,
he will bear
much fruit; apart
from me you can
do nothing.
~ John 15:5

Perhaps now more than
ever, the following parable,
given by Jesus, needs to be
embraced by His followers:
“The kingdom of heaven
is like a mustard seed,
which a man took and planted in his field.
Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet
when it has grown, it is the largest of
garden plants and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and perch in its
branches.” ~ Matthew 13:31-32
We do not need to look very far to see what
the world is like, but this, friends, is what the
Kingdom of God is like! Consider the aspects
our Lord has presented:
� The seed is the Word of God, which has
been given to us.
� The man owns a field. This field would be
the people-group whom the Lord has
placed on your heart to care for.
� The man did the work of planting the
seed. This includes the need to work the
uncultivated soil by removing the stones
and thrones of doubt and
misunderstanding.
� Though the seed may seem to have so
little promise for impact (because of its
size), he plants it by faith.
� God causes the seed to grow into the
largest plant in the garden – so large that
the birds of the air can perch in its shade.
Almost all of us began our ministry work with
apprehension because we felt we had so little
to give. We compared ourselves with
experienced farmers who were so good with
their words and abilities. But, God is not
limited by our weakness. Might a great harvest
be awaiting our willingness to trust and obey
the Lord of the Harvest?

My friend, Doug Feller, struggled with the
concern that he was not qualified to preach
God’s Word in a nursing home because he
didn’t attend Bible college, nor was he
ordained. After sharing several Scriptures with
him about whom the Lord qualifies to share
the Good News, Doug stepped out with
confidence in the Lord. He recruited a team of
volunteers from his church and adopted two
nursing homes. Over a 15-year period, they
ministered to hundreds of residents. The Board
of God Cares was honored to have Doug
serve as our Vice President for over 10 years.
Doug is now in heaven, enjoying fellowship
with those he helped to take Jesus’ hand.
The Lord has already planned that when we
sow our seed in the care home garden, He will
cause our ministry to branch out beyond our
expectations, and our friends in that home will
find peace and rest in Him. He said,
“This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples.” ~ John 15:8

The garden is right in our own community.
Every seed of God’s Word sown in good soil
will bear the fruit of heaven. Yes, the pandemic
has been a long and difficult winter season,
but now the spring of opportunity has arrived
as many care homes are open to individual
visits. Let us go by faith to sow the Word of
God, for the Kingdom of heaven is near!
In Christ’s service with you, Chaplain Bill

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. In such
blessings, there is freedom from the law.

RESOURCE CORNER:
The cross is a symbol of Christ’s ultimate sacrifice for us. As we
approach the Easter celebration, you may want to provide your
residents with a tangible reminder of Jesus’ love for them with a handheld Prayer Cross.
Each cross is
individually wrapped,
and comes with a
beautiful poem that will
bring comfort and
encourage prayer.
Order from our online
store:
GodCaresMinistry.com
or by calling
(440) 653-5293

God Cares is a 501 c (3)
ministry based in Avon Lake,
Ohio. Our newsletters are sent
to encourage, instruct and
inform Christians who desire to
share the love and word of
Jesus with residents of care
homes. Past issues are
available on our website, or
you may contact our office for
a copy (or to unsubscribe).

IN THE GARDEN

I am sending you
to open their
eyes, so that they
may turn from
darkness to light
and from the
power of Satan to
God, that they
may receive
forgiveness of
sins and a place
among those who
are sanctified by
faith in me.
~ Acts 26:17b-28

A CONTINUAL LEGACY
Our Legacy Partners are people whose lives have ended in this world,
but who are still making a difference in the nursing home mission field
because of the significant contributions given in their memory.
Our newest Legacy Partner is Doug Feller. As mentioned on page one,
Doug was a blessing to so many people; serving as a care team leader
and a board member of God Cares. His authentic friendship, unique
humor, and simple approach to a practical journey with God, won the
hearts of many for Jesus. Indeed, his influence continues to make a
difference in this great mission field. One of Doug’s favorite quotes was
from Philippians 4:13: “I can do everything through Christ who
gives me strength.”
God Cares Ministry
continues and grows
by Christ’s strength
and grace. This
includes His leading of
our financial supporters.
We thank Him for all of
you, and often ask Him
to bless you for your
kindness to His elderly
children. You are
making a huge
difference in this world
– and heaven too!
~ B.G.
Doug and a friend from the nursing home

AN INVITATION TO BE BLESSED
We recently received a letter from Frank
Raymond, a care home missionary,
who shared: “In 1996, our pastor
handed me a scrap of paper with a
phone number on it. He said, ‘See what
they want.’ Well, I called the
Stonebridge Health Care Center, and
was directed to the Activity Director.
She laid out her need. 26 churches had
been contacted. We were the only one
who responded. They needed a person and
church to be responsible for a Sunday morning
worship service. I took that information back to the
pastor, who said – ‘That would be perfect for you.’
Whoa! For two weeks I resisted the opportunity.
This was so different from other ministries where I
had served. Finally, I called back – and with much
joy I began serving. We still minister in two
facilities. God is good!”

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and
widows in their distress and to keep oneself
from being polluted by the world. ~ James 1:27
God is not unjust; he will not forget your
work and the love you have shown him as
you have helped his people and continue to
help them. ~ Hebrews 6:10

I am the vine;
you are the
branches. If a
man remains in
me and I in him,
he will bear
much fruit; apart
from me you can
do nothing.
~ John 15:5

Perhaps now more than
ever, the following parable,
given by Jesus, needs to be
embraced by His followers:
“The kingdom of heaven
is like a mustard seed,
which a man took and planted in his field.
Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet
when it has grown, it is the largest of
garden plants and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and perch in its
branches.” ~ Matthew 13:31-32
We do not need to look very far to see what
the world is like, but this, friends, is what the
Kingdom of God is like! Consider the aspects
our Lord has presented:
� The seed is the Word of God, which has
been given to us.
� The man owns a field. This field would be
the people-group whom the Lord has
placed on your heart to care for.
� The man did the work of planting the
seed. This includes the need to work the
uncultivated soil by removing the stones
and thrones of doubt and
misunderstanding.
� Though the seed may seem to have so
little promise for impact (because of its
size), he plants it by faith.
� God causes the seed to grow into the
largest plant in the garden – so large that
the birds of the air can perch in its shade.
Almost all of us began our ministry work with
apprehension because we felt we had so little
to give. We compared ourselves with
experienced farmers who were so good with
their words and abilities. But, God is not
limited by our weakness. Might a great harvest
be awaiting our willingness to trust and obey
the Lord of the Harvest?

My friend, Doug Feller, struggled with the
concern that he was not qualified to preach
God’s Word in a nursing home because he
didn’t attend Bible college, nor was he
ordained. After sharing several Scriptures with
him about whom the Lord qualifies to share
the Good News, Doug stepped out with
confidence in the Lord. He recruited a team of
volunteers from his church and adopted two
nursing homes. Over a 15-year period, they
ministered to hundreds of residents. The Board
of God Cares was honored to have Doug
serve as our Vice President for over 10 years.
Doug is now in heaven, enjoying fellowship
with those he helped to take Jesus’ hand.
The Lord has already planned that when we
sow our seed in the care home garden, He will
cause our ministry to branch out beyond our
expectations, and our friends in that home will
find peace and rest in Him. He said,
“This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples.” ~ John 15:8

The garden is right in our own community.
Every seed of God’s Word sown in good soil
will bear the fruit of heaven. Yes, the pandemic
has been a long and difficult winter season,
but now the spring of opportunity has arrived
as many care homes are open to individual
visits. Let us go by faith to sow the Word of
God, for the Kingdom of heaven is near!
In Christ’s service with you, Chaplain Bill

