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20 years of recruiting, training and supporting Christian volunteers for nursing home ministry

A Blessed and Beautiful Day
Our annual Legacy Picnic to bless nursing home residents and staff was
held on July 24th. We had 134 residents and 55 staff attend the festivities with music, a picnic lunch, the limbo, “dancing” …even ice cream treats
fresh off the ice cream truck!

And then the “grand finale” of 1,000 balloons dropping from
the ceiling. All of a sudden, the room was transformed into a
group of “youngsters” delighting in playing balloon volleyball
and popping as many balloons as they possibly could!
We are so thankful to God for providing for our every need and answering all our prayers on that day! Thank you to St. Paul
Lutheran Church in Westlake for use of your facility and all your gracious help; and to all the volunteers who worked so hard and
with such energy and love and warmth to make every resident feel loved and cared for!!! ~ B.G.

Jesus said, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or
relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed.
Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous."
~ Luke 14:12-14

We praise God that this was a successful event and a happy day for all!
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You Can Do It, Too!
I want to encourage you to consider the value of hosting an off-campus event for your nursing
home friends. It is a great opportunity to remind them that:

Anna Thomay
From Robert & Rosemary Thomay

We make sure we share this message at the event; we trust these words are affirmed by our
actions and spirits.
I can assure you that such an event is a lot of work. It takes several caring volunteers and
effective communication with the home(s), volunteer teams and facilities staff. It also takes
prayer; and I would like to linger on this point…
As we look back on this year’s picnic, we know that only the Lord could have allowed so many
details to work out so well: the weather, the special transportation needs, the kind donations
given, the volunteers, the food, entertainment… all the logistics…(the balloon drop was no
small feat!), the unexpected changes and challenges that an event can include...and all of it
happening safely and through true servants’ hearts. Yes!!! We can do nothing without Him!
Prayer is so important; and our Good Shepherd who loves His sheep supplies all our needs
and extends His hand to enable our friends to be blessed. Thank You, LORD!!!

Mary Ann Goodrich
From Elaine Edkin
Robert & Rosemary Thomay

Phil Spurlock
From Lori Spurlock

John & Lois Phelps
From Elaine Kocsis

Marie Klingshirn
From Janet Stocker

Joan Boyd
From Marie Fulthorpe

Alden Gable
From Doug & Deborah Feller
Ilona & Bill Mansfield

Eleanore Kisiel

P.S. ~ 14 years ago, this
annual picnic started out
with a very small group
from one nursing home. It
gets bigger and better each
year as we learn.

From Edward Kisiel

Marianne Provenza
From Russ Provenza

John Sr. & Marian Palffy
& John Palffy Jr.

It started from a modest gift
given in memory of John R.
Palffy, asking us to use it
to bless our friends in a
creative way. It was the beginning of the Palffy family working with us to
build an amazing legacy of joy for so many people. Thank you, friends!
If you want to facilitate an outing for your friends, read Chapter 13 of our
.” If
handbook,
you need further assistance (and prayer), please contact our office - we are here
to serve you as you minister to our friends!

From Fran Palffy
Jack & Pat Freehling
Phyllis & Harry Dalaly
Barb & Mike Peters
Jim Jeswald
Bill Goodrich
Jim & Jo Ann Rettinger
Ed & Maureen Russell

Arthur & Vivian Zenkert
From Alan & Linda Zenkert

Rachel Cook
From John & Susan Exoo

Marilyn Barrett
From Amy Barrett

Carl & Esther Macke
From Patty Frieze

Herman & Thelma Klimmek
From Bill & Kathryn Owens

Patty & Kathy Pack

With Thanks

From Larry & Barb Pack

Since our beginnings, thousands of volunteers have touched untold numbers of our spiritually
impoverished neighbors. I am always amazed at the dedication of our volunteers who come
into nursing homes week after week and year after year to ensure that our lonely neighbors
know they are loved. Some have served for more than 20 years!

Carolyn Schaser
From Dale & Marjorie Mertz

Rev. Kenneth Pugh
From Tommi A. Pugh
Bill Goodrich

I am also deeply grateful for all of you who have supported our cause with financial gifts.
We thank God and pray His blessings on you often! When we touch the residents, we touch
the heart of God! It won’t be long before our King will say to you,

“I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”
~ Matthew 25:40
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God’s Hand-painted Beauty
When my days seem to run together, I know that I need to take time
and relax. I love to clear my mind and just ponder the beauty of
God’s great creation.
He could have made everything black and white, but instead
He decided to regale us with the beauty of color, especially
in flowers.
If you look closely at a flower, you will see many variations of the
main color in each blossom. It’s as if God hand-painted each petal
personally. Flowers look fragile, and some petals are so delicate that you can see
light through them. However, harsh wind and heavy rain can pass through a garden
and when the downpour subsides, the flowers are still standing.
Nursing home residents are a lot like flowers. These dear people have weathered many
storms and even though they are very fragile they are still trying to bloom.
These are God's people. He knew them before they were knit together in their mother's
womb. They were fearfully and wonderfully made (Psalm 139:13-14). Just like flowers,
they need to be lovingly tended so that they can continue to grow spiritually. They are
beautiful. They were made in His image and we can take in that beauty each time we
visit our friends.

SAVE THE DATE!
On November 5th, God Cares
Ministry will be holding our
20th Anniversary
Fundraising Banquet!
Please mark your calendars we hope you can join us for this
special time. Watch for more
details in our next newsletter.

A New Website for you!
Our new website will help meet
the needs of those called to
serve in care home ministry.

A Touch of Kindness
In nursing home ministry, you never know how your day will be blessed. As I was
sitting with my resident friend, Alice, a young man walked past with his little daughter
in his arms and his young son trailing along. Alice reached out to them, talking in her
native language, which none of us could understand.
Later on as they were leaving, they again walked by us and I asked the father if he could
let his young son come closer to my friend. He did, very kindly. Alice reached out and
touched the little boy’s rosy cheeks, caressing his face. Then I got braver and asked
the man if he could please bend down so his daughter would be closer to my friend.
As he did so, Alice reached out with both of her arms and wanted to hold that baby.
I don’t have to tell you that tears were falling from my eyes.

Now, through
www.GodCaresMinistry.com
you will be able to:
● Take an online training course
● Share your testimony of
what you have seen the Lord
do in this mission field
● Send a prayer request
● Download Scripture portions
for care home ministry
● Order ministry resources
● Donate to help care home
residents

In Matthew 8:3, Jesus reached out and touched the man with leprosy. He said, “Be
clean” - and immediately the man was cured. In nursing homes we don’t cure like
Jesus, but I do believe that when we give our time to visit our friends, give a hug, have
a pleasant smile, or simply listen and pray, we do have some healing effect on them.
If our nursing home friends forget about their loneliness and pain even for a short time,
to me it’s time well spent.
~

Soon, visitors will be able to
connect with a coach who has
been trained to provide support,
prayer and helpful resources.

We love comments from our friends!
As we finished our service and went around to greet and hug each resident
individually, Anna said, “I love you. I love being here with you. I know that there are
a lot of people that love me.”

We are excited to offer this tool
to better serve you as you
minister in the nursing home
mission field.
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God Cares Ministry News is the official
newsletter of God Cares Ministry; edited
by Founder and President, Bill Goodrich.
It is published bimonthly to encourage,
instruct and inform Christians who are
interested in nursing home ministry.
You may contact our office for a free
subscription (email or US Mail) or
permission to copy.

Jesus said, “By this, all men will
know you are my disciples,
if you love one another.”
~ John 13:35
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God Cares Ministry Board of Directors
Bill Goodrich, President/Director
Doug Feller, Vice President
Mike Laurito,Treasurer
Fran Palffy, Secretary
Mary Kerner Courtney
Larry Looney
Dan’l Markham
_________________
Advisors: Brad Fisk
Brian Hassett
Jeremy Moorman
Richard Walters

THREE TRAINING
OPPORTUNITIES!!!

Congratulations, Winners!

Saturday, September 19��
“Life Changing Visits: Sharing Jesus
One-To-One With Those Who Are Shut-In”
Held at Grace Church in Middleburg Hts., OH
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Saturday, October 3��
“Becoming A Friend In Jesus”
Held at Covenant Fellowship Church
in Glen Mills, PA
9:00 AM - 3:45 PM
Now Available Online!
“Living Waters In A Dry Land”
A foundational training program for nursing
home missionaries
Visit www.GodCaresMinistry.com for more info
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The winners of the God Cares Ministry’s
2015 Golf Scramble were:
John Humbach
Kurt Campbell
Matt Palffy
Brian Moehring
Thanks to all the sponsors, donors and participants
who helped make this a successful event!

