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A Fulfilled Life
If there is one thing I have learned over the past 30 years of my journey in Christ, it is that everyone
needs love. God created us with an emptiness in our souls that can only be filled with His love.
Everything else we stuff into that empty space leaves us dissatisfied.
We are in absolute need of God’s love, but the primary input we receive from this world distracts us from
His love. We are influenced to satisfy our needs with the things money can buy, but God’s love is an
entirely free gift to every one of us! We don’t have to work for it and we can never find it outside of His
presence. This is why we are not called to seek love, but to seek God. When we find Him, we find love because the very
character and essence of God is Love.
Receiving God’s love is essential, but there is something more. It is only in receiving and giving God’s love that we
experience the abundant life Jesus came to give us.
The more deeply we realize that God loves us, and
the more we surrender our hearts and will to receive
and give His love, the more we will reflect the very
image of God in this world. As we reflect His love and
compassion to others, many will see and desire His
salvation through Jesus.
As Christians we are called to continually let go of the
selfish nature that craves the things that hinder God’s
flow of love. Instead, we are to seek Christ in
Scripture, surrender to His Lordship, then go and
share what He has freely given us. The more we do
this, the more we realize the unexplainable treasure
God has prepared for those who love Him.
We are called to this way of being as a lifestyle. To
live a life of love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself
for us.
This is why we are given the two greatest commands:
To love God with all we are, and to love our neighbor
as ourselves. Brothers and sisters in Christ, though I
realize you know these things, I sense our Lord wants
to remind us. The world offers us many tempting
alternatives to Christ’s call, but let us persevere in our
response to Him. There is no greater fulfillment; no
more complete satisfaction. ~ B.G.

"As the Father has loved me,

so have I loved you. Now
remain in my love. If you obey
my commands, you will remain
in my love, just as I have
obeyed my Father’s commands
and remain in his love. I have
told you this so that my joy may
be in you and that your joy
may be complete. My
command is this: Love each
other as I have loved you.”
~ Jesus
(John 15:9-12)
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Personal Joy
Most of you who know me know that my wife of 23 years, Mary Ann, passed away in March
of 2010. Since then, I have prayed earnestly for the Lord to fulfill my desire to share my life
and ministry with a woman of His choosing. It has been a long (and at times a very painful)
season of loneliness; but also a time of amazing learning and growing in Christ.
I am very grateful to all of you who have prayed for and encouraged
me along this journey. I am so pleased to share with you that our
prayers have been answered! The Lord has truly blessed me by
bringing a godly woman into my life. I will be marrying my dear
friend, Cathy, on August 20th. We are so happy and grateful!!!
As we merge our lives, we would both appreciate your continued
prayers. We believe the Lord has much good in store as we
abide in Him and serve Him together in God Cares Ministry.

~ Bill Goodrich
By God’s grace, we want to share His love
with as many people as we can, as often as
we can, for as long as we can!

Keeping the Celebration Going
Although the Legacy Picnic is over, we can still keep the friendship and fun going for our
resident friends all year long.
This is especially important for those residents who are a bit younger or healthier and more
able to participate in activities. Not all nursing home residents are frail elderly; in fact, about
15% of them are younger than 65. Let me tell you about one of them:
Karen is the youngest resident in her facility. She is only 49 years old, but has a rare
medical condition for which she requires 24/7 nursing care. When I visit her, amidst her
sobs, she chokes out her story to me. She bravely copes with the prospect of living out all
her remaining years in a nursing home.
She has suffered so many losses even before entering the nursing home: her beloved
brother, her best friend (who was also disabled) and her father. She is sweet and fun and
compassionate so she makes friends easily among the residents – but many of her friends
have already died. This leaves her grieving over and over again.
Once a month, a group of us gather for a party at Karen’s nursing home, so that she has
people of her own age to hang out with. We sit around a large table and eat and play
games and talk and laugh lots. We welcome other residents to join us, too. And we invite
the staff to join us on their breaks and help themselves to food and drinks.
Last month as we were leaving, tears welled up in Karen’s eyes as she thanked us. “You
don’t know how much this means to me that you all come here.”
Yes, Karen, we do know. We know how important it is that you feel encircled by love and
friendship. We know how you long for friends and for a feeling of connection and belonging. We
would love to be able to relieve all your suffering and pain, but we give you what we can now –
our listening and our love, our prayers and our presence.
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Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do
not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your
rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be
repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you,
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” ~ Luke 14:12-14
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ECFA Accreditation
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We are pleased to announce that we have received
the highly valued accreditation from the Evangelical
Council for Financial Accountability (ECFA). This
accreditation recognizes our firm commitment to
integrity, biblical accountability, and responsible
stewardship of all of our resources. In the words of
the ECFA itself,
“ECFA sets some of the highest
standards in the nonprofit world in
terms of governance, financial
management and stewardship. Applications for accreditation are
subject to a rigorous review – initially and annually. Nonprofit
organizations meeting these high standards are synonymous with
credibility and trust.”
“We are pleased to accredit a ministry committed to provide quality Christ centered
spiritual care in long term care facilities that serve seniors,” said Dan Busby,
president of ECFA.

Those of you who entrust your financial gifts to this ministry can be even more assured
that your trust is valued and rewarded! Thank you for all you do to enrich the temporal
and eternal well-being of care home residents!

Still Encouraging
Bruce is a resident on a dementia-care unit.
Every week after our service, we walk around
and talk with each resident and hug them or
shake their hands. And every week, without fail,
Bruce has a kind word for us. It’s usually,
“Keep up the good work” or “You guys are
doing a great job.”

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

After a few weeks of this gracious affirmation, I
said to him, “Bruce, you really have the gift of encouragement!” The daughter of another
resident sitting nearby nodded. “Yes, he sure does.”
Bruce smiled as he blushed and teared up at all the appreciation we lavished on him! He
was speechless for a moment as he basked in the love surrounding him on all sides.
How residents long for encouragement! In the care home, where so much is taken from
people that they feel they have no purpose anymore, we look for every opportunity to
affirm the gifts and abilities they still have. We have a mutual admiration society here in
nursing home ministry. We give, they give back,…and the beautiful circle of love goes
round and round. ~ Arlene Sikorski

Not Just Fun and Games
Fun is a temporary pleasure based on changeable external circumstances. Joy is
experienced in a growing relationship with our Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior and Friend.
Although the Legacy Picnic is worthwhile in itself for the fun and happiness it brings to
our friends - the impact goes far beyond that wonderful day.
One resident who came to a recent picnic was so impressed that we had planned such
a fun time just for residents that she wanted to spend more time with us. So she began
attending the care team’s worship service at her care home! When residents know we
value them as friends first, to hang out with and laugh with and enjoy, they are so much
more receptive to us sharing deeper life and truth with them; life-giving truth that will
make a difference for them for all eternity.
info@GodCaresMinistry.com

“Do all the
good you can.
By all the
means you can.
In all the ways
you can. In all
the places you
can. At all the
times you can.
To all the
people you can.
As long as ever
you can.”
~ John Wesley

440-930-2173

Friday,
October 14th

Please plan to attend
our Fall Celebration
Banquet, which will
be held at St. Michael’s
Woodside Party Center
in Broadview Heights.
Details coming soon!
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The precepts of the Lord are right,
giving joy to the heart. The
commands of the Lord are radiant,
giving light to the eyes. ~ Psalm 19:8

God Cares Ministry News is the official
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Summer Fun
The sun was shining hot and bright as our guests arrived for our 15th Annual Legacy Picnic, but they were met
with refreshing showers of hugs and greetings as they entered the air-conditioned gym. Volunteers served
drinks of ice-cold lemonade as residents sang, clapped, waved flags and swayed to the music. They danced with volunteers and
laughed as we played balloon volleyball. They were served hot dogs off the grill, fruit, macaroni salad and brownies– and as a
special treat, they got to pick from a selection of ice cream novelties fresh off the ice cream truck. Thank you, Mr. iSee!!!!
One of the highlights of the day was when the residents who are military veterans were asked to parade around the gym so
that everyone could celebrate them and their service to our country. There was lots of applause from the grateful spectators,
and quite a few tears on the faces of the vets. What a privilege it was to honor them!

Thank you! thank you! thank you! to all of the volunteers who teamed together to make this such a special time for our
dear friends. Most importantly, you were a part in making the residents feel so very loved. You made this day unforgettable
for the residents and staff as you welcomed them with your open arms and hearts!
And last but not least, thank you to St. Paul Lutheran Church in Westlake for opening your doors to so many of “the
least of these.” You are gracious hosts and a blessing to many!
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