July/August
2017

Encouraging, instructing and informing those serving in nursing home ministry
As with every Legacy Picnic we have held for the past 16 years,
our message to our friends is simple, yet very important:

Love and Joy
Each year God Cares Ministry organizes a picnic, inviting 15+
nursing homes to bring as many residents as they can for a
time of fun. This year, about 50 dedicated volunteers hosted
over 150 residents and staff. What a joy-full day it was!!!
We sang, went under the limbo bar to the delight of both
participants and spectators, danced the hula, wheelchairdanced with their caregivers and volunteers and clapped along
to the lively music.

Based on the smiles and words of gratitude from our guests,
we saw that the Lord clearly answered our prayers for a joyfilled day and a great expression of His love!

The grand finale was the balloon drop, which was a hit –
literally - as residents volleyed balloons to each other across
tables and were transformed before our eyes into happy kids
once again.
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Fun & Games
On Saturday evening, Dan hosts a game night for the residents at
his mother’s nursing home. He started playing cards with his
mother to help keep her active. As other residents came by, Dan
invited them to join in. They now have a regular group of 10 people
who play a card game called, “Golf” every week, until the lights go
off for the night. Anyone else who wants to play is welcome any time.
At the end of the evening, Dan awards small cash prizes to the top 5 finishers. And even finishing
last isn’t all bad: the person who comes in last gets the consolation prize of a Snickers bar!
Dan is not new to volunteering in care homes. Years ago, he visited a nursing home every
week and formed a close friendship with Jerry, an elderly blind man. Jerry loved Dan’s
visits and said, “It’s a red-letter day when you visit!” Dan took Jerry to church sometimes,
and once even took him on a retreat. Jerry is now in heaven, and Dan is awaiting a joyous
reunion with the friend he cared for, years ago.
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Dan said, “The friendships formed in nursing homes are one of the things that ‘keep
‘people going’.” Residents say: “Our time together gives us a sense of camaraderie.” “It
helps us to not feel so lonely,” “It keeps us from being bored on the weekends.”
When I asked Dan what motivates him to serve the residents so faithfully, he said, “This is
what Jesus taught us to do – to reach out and care for others.” Dan says he does it for the
joy, too – both the joy he gives and the joy he receives.
He says, “It’s the people who make it fun. I get just as much out of it as they do.” ~
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Sharing The Blessings
Earlier this year, we challenged our audience at
PowerNight to commit to bringing at least one person onto
their ministry team. The approach is simple: prayerfully
invite a potential volunteer to “come and see” what the
Lord is doing and how He might use them to bless a few of
His elderly children.
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We spent time that evening praying that the Lord of the Harvest
would lead us to the one(s) He has been calling to serve Him in this mission field.
Included with the challenge was a newly published booklet with several ideas on how to
approach and invite potential team members. You may receive a free copy of the
booklet, “Come and See” by going to our online store and using the code “recruit1” or by
calling 440-930-2173.
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Keeping the First Visits Simple
We find prospective volunteers are more willing to accept an invitation to “come and see”
when the primary reason to go is to visit, not to evangelize. New volunteers are
introduced to a few residents and encouraged to just be a friend. Developing caring
friendships with the residents is the number one goal for effective ministry.
When volunteers want to help their friends grow closer to Jesus (in a manner that is accepted
in the care home environment), we strongly recommend our training program. Those who
embrace the tried and proven principles shared in these seminars almost always have a
welcomed presence in the home. They also make many dear friends and bear much fruit for
the glory of our LORD.
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Time Well Spent
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Joe visits both the elderly in a nursing home and children in the
hospital where he, too, was a patient in his childhood. He is kind
and upbeat, so I sat down with Joe and started peppering him with
questions.
How did you get started volunteering in nursing homes?
I started volunteering when I was 12 years old because I liked a girl.
She was a volunteer at a nursing home down the street, so I joined
her and we took residents in wheelchairs to dinner and to bingo.
What do you do when you visit residents now?
Just spending time with them is the important thing. I enjoy
hearing their stories or listening to music with them. I just
want to be their friend and keep them company. Sometimes I wheel
the residents outside to get some fresh air. They don’t get out much, so
they really appreciate a change of scenery. Sometimes I take my 8year old son with me. Residents don’t get to see many children, so it is
a real treat for them when someone brings their child or grandchild.
What would you say to those who think that visiting the frail elderly is a waste of time?
The people I visit do not think I am wasting my time. It’s about respect. You look into
their eyes and hearts and feel what’s inside... I just care about them.
Can anyone do what you do?
Anyone who has compassion can do it. You just have to take the
time to be present for them. I hope someone would do this for me
when I’m old. No matter what my condition is. Then he leaned
across the table, looked me in the eye and said, “If you have no one,
you have nothing.” ~

“Liked”
Velma was 89. We were friends for over 6 years when she
had a stroke, causing her to become dependent on the
nursing staff to meet all her personal needs. Though my
friend was disoriented and mentally frail, I continued my
visits, which we both enjoyed.
While sitting with her one day, I asked, “Velma, what is
the most important thing that you can tell me about your
life?” Because of her weakness, I wasn’t sure if she could
give me much of an answer. But she slowly replied in her
broken speech, “Right now --- --- --- the most important thing --- --- --- is to be liked.”
What a profound statement! Without doubt, caring friends are a most valuable and needed
treasure. Friends play a major role in giving us value and a sense of identity.
Many residents have simply outlived most of their friends. Many feel that their family
and churches have abandoned them. Think of what life might be like if you did not have
one person who likes or cares about you. How would that affect your desire to live?

The greatest things that have
happened in this world have
happened through the sacrificial
giving of God’s people.
In Acts 20:35, Paul writes, "In all
things I’ve shown you that by
working hard in this way, we must
help the weak, and remember the
words of the Lord Jesus, how He
himself said, 'It is more blessed to
give than to receive.' "
I invite you to become a God
Cares Ministry Friend; trusting
you will experience the fulfillment
of the Acts 20:35 promise.
Our Ministry Friends give a
monthly donation of $20.35 (or
an amount that is significant to
them). Your gifts are used to
recruit, train and support care
teams that adopt nursing
homes. Currently we are
supporting care teams that
have adopted over 200 nursing
homes. Our goal for 2017 is to
train 50 new churches, who will
each adopt a nursing home.
We need approximately 145
new Ministry Friends in order to
reach this goal.
Will you become a Ministry
Friend so that hundreds more
residents can have a friend to
help them find life in Jesus?

Our willingness to just be present for our neighbors can become their bridge to a
growing friendship with Jesus. And what a joy it will be to spend eternity with friends
whom we helped to grow closer to Jesus!!!
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“I have told you this so that my joy
may be in you and that your joy may
be complete. My command is this:
Love each other as I have loved you.”
~ John 15:11-12

God Cares Ministry News is the official
newsletter of God Cares Ministry; edited
by Founder and President, Bill Goodrich.
It is published bimonthly to encourage,
instruct and inform Christians who are
interested in nursing home ministry.
You may contact our office for a free
subscription (email or US Mail) or
permission to copy.
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A resident once shared,

What a compelling
reason to visit! Although I
go to the nursing home with
the desire to be a giving friend, I have also
gained much in return. So many of the
residents have truly become my treasured
friends.
As I continually seek the Lord for ways to
minister to my friends, He graciously opens
heaven’s storehouse, pouring out divine
treasures to bless them (and me).
It was quite a surprise when I first realized that
I had become a treasured friend to many of
them as well.
A beloved resident said to me just before she died,
“You have been my friend through one of the most
difficult times of my life. I will never forget you…
I love you.”
I look forward to seeing her again…
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Equipping Christians who are:
~Sharing the love and word of Jesus
~Investing into eternity
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