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Encouraging, instructing and informing those serving in nursing home ministry

Let the word of
Christ dwell in
you richly as
you teach and
admonish one
another with all
wisdom, and as
you sing
psalms, hymns
and spiritual
songs with
gratitude in
your hearts
to God.
Colossians 3:16

Never Too Late
Over 60 short stories
about nursing home
residents, staff,
volunteers & families.
These real-life stories
of faith, hope & love
will inspire & encourage
caregivers, volunteers
& ministers who serve
our seniors.
Available at:
GodCaresMinistry.com

SHARING GOD’S
PROMISES
Since September of last year,
the Lord has enabled us to
distribute over 1,900 giant print
New Testament/Psalms Bibles
to more than 150 nursing
home missionaries to share in
their care homes. Can you imagine the impact this is
having? People who have not read the Bible for
many years are now spending time reading it and
praying. Some, who have never read the Bible
before, are now seeking the Lord. Small nursing
homegroups are now using the Bible and teaching
residents how to find, highlight and pray over Scripture.
A few recent quotes:
“I gave the Bible to one of my residents… She was
ecstatic that she could read the words. She thanks
me every week and tells me which book of the New
Testament she has completed.” ~ Don, CA
“The residents from one of the homes sent me a
card of thanks with all their signatures and
comments about this wonderful Bible. Also, the
Activities Director asked for one for the library.”
~ Yvonne, OH
“We asked a staff member who has been attending
our services if he wanted a Bible, expecting him to
say no. He said he had never owned a Bible in his
life, and would very much like one. In following up
with him, he is actively reading his new Bible!”
~ Sylvia, CA
“A resident gave her copy to her roommate who is
not yet a Christian, but is now reading through this
Bible.” ~ Michael, OR
There is such great value in sharing God’s Word,
and these Bibles are one highly effective way. Yet,
there are some who have trouble handling a booksized Bible.

July/August 2018
Several years ago, the Lord gave us another way to
share the written Word with our resident friends: we
select the appropriate verses for our lesson and
type them out in bold, 17-point Arial or Book Antiqua
(which is readable for most residents). We then
include a short prayer at the bottom of the paper to
help the audience verbally express their acceptance
of the message, asking the Lord for His grace and
help to obey Him. (Our upcoming Bible lesson
curriculum will include several of these.)
Occasionally, we write out only one verse and cut it
into a ¼ size page, using it as our primary message
verse. We make extras for friends who are not able
to attend our group gathering. So many times we
see these papers again - tacked to their bulletin
boards or on their dressers.

Jesus said, “The words that I speak to you are
Spirit, and they are life.” ~ John 6:63
I have repeatedly witnessed that as the Word of
God is shared, in the love of God, the Spirit of God
accompanies His Word. He can break through any
hard walls – even the walls of dementia.
Continued on page 2

SHARING GOD’S PROMISES

FROM OUR MAILBOX…

Continued from page 1

We received a hand-written letter from the daughter of a resident
who wrote to one of the care teams that visited her mother's
nursing home:
“Please know that the Wednesday and Friday prayer/hymn
sessions you lovingly create provide precious comfort and joy in
the lives of the residents, many who are often overwhelmed with
pain or pointlessness or sadness.
This certainly was true for my mother, who died last November. I
want you to know that at her graveside memorial gathering, about
50 family members (most from out of state) sang some of the
songs you brought into the final years of Mom's life. Please know
that your labors are so important and so appreciated.”

I remember one lady in a memory care unit who quietly held her
paper throughout the service, looking at it intently. The team was
not sure if she was absorbing the teaching that day, but as the
teacher was finishing up, this dear lady held out her paper and
blurted out, “This is an excellent philosophy! Everyone should read
this!” What a great insight from someone who was thought to
have minimal reasoning skills.
I want to encourage you, brothers and sisters, to take advantage
of the opportunity to share the great treasure of God’s Word with
residents and staff alike. Be creative, be respectful and be wise
about how you present yourself and the Word of God. Remember,
as a volunteer, you are a guest in the home that is managed by
both believers and non-believers; yet faith will come from hearing
the message of Jesus...~ B.G.

So shall My word be that goes forth from
My mouth; it shall not return to Me void,
but it shall accomplish what I please
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.
~ Isaiah 55:10-11

AN OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE:
We are accepting resumes for a part time position to help recruit
and network with new nursing home ministry missionaries. This
person will work on the west & southwest side of the Cleveland
region. Applicants must have experience ministering in nursing
homes, a strong and abiding faith in the Lord Jesus and possess
effective organizational and communication skills.
To submit your resume, email: info@GodCaresMinistry.com or
send to: God Cares Ministry, P.O. Box 355, Avon Lake, OH 44012
No phone calls, please.

NO LONGER AFRAID

MISSED THE SERVICE, BUT NOT THE WORD
At our Bible study/fellowship, we provide a Scripture sheet for all
those who attend. Today, after everybody had left the activity
room, a woman casually rolled in and I offered her one of the
papers. She gladly took it, and began reading it right away. I had to
go down the hall for a visit, and when I came back several minutes
later, this woman was still intently reading her handout. Although
she had missed the Bible study, God had still allowed her to
receive His Word. ~ B.G.

Last week I went to get Andrew to take him to Bible study.
When I got to his room, he was not there - he had passed. I
didn't know what happened; Andrew was a quiet, soft-spoken
man who I really enjoyed visiting - we both love plants - and he
had a daughter who I had met.
I really wanted to know what had happened. He was fine the last time
I saw him. I decided to see if I could talk to his daughter, and she was
willing to share with me. I told her about my visits, our friendship and
that I had brought in some plants for Andrew. She told me that his
death was due to a sudden serious illness and he did not want
intensive treatment. She confided that Andrew was always afraid
of dying, but since he has been coming regularly to Bible study and
he was reading the Bible we got him, he wasn't afraid anymore.
And he died very peacefully. ~ Delores, N. Olmsted, OH

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me… Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell
in the house of the LORD for ever. ~ Psalm 23

THREE SPECIAL ANNUAL EVENTS
Amidst our mission to recruit, train and support nursing home missionaries, God Cares Ministry holds
three important events every year:
For the volunteers - PowerNight. PowerNight is our free gift for nursing home volunteers to break away
from their ministry labors and enjoy an inspirational evening with fellow missionaries. A delicious catered
meal, a free resource-gift and a message to empower them for continued service in Christ are highlights
of this evening.
Prior to the banquet, we provide an afternoon training program
for those who desire to learn effective principles for
developing or enhancing their outreach in care homes.
(PowerNight is normally held on the 4th Saturday of April.)
For the residents - Legacy Picnic. A picnic to provide
residents with an outing filled with fun, hugs, music and a
picnic lunch, along with a reminder that they are loved and
valued by Jesus and the many volunteers who help make this
event happen. This year we were blessed to have 201 guests
from 15 care homes!

Jack Freehling
From Patricia Freehling

Mitch & Fred
From James Anderson

Dave L. Wigington
From Penny Massoud

Wade Godshall
From Marilyn Godshall

John Palffy, Sr.
Marian Palffy
John Palffy, Jr.
From Barbara & Michael Peters
Suzanne Cook
Harry & Phyllis Dalaly

Anna Thomay
Eleanor Varga
From Bob & Rosemary Thomay

You can see our latest
picnic video at:
www.GodCaresMinistry.
com/2018Picnic

C. David Sauer
From Bill & Cathy Goodrich
Dale & Marge Mertz

Eleanor Kisiel
From Roberta & Ed Kisiel

Rachel Cook
From John & Susan Exoo

Carol Klingensmith
John Brooks
From Don & Donna
Klingensmith

For our financial friends and partners - Celebration Gathering. This is an evening banquet to thank,
honor and share with our donors how their contributions are impacting the people who live in senior adult
care homes. We also share where the Lord is leading us as we take steps of faith to enlarge our territory.
This gathering is a fundraiser and is held on the first Friday evening of November. We encourage you to
bring a friend who - if they knew more about our cause - might support God Cares Ministry financially.

Mark Your Calendar: This year's Celebration Gathering is on Friday, November

2nd

Herman & Thelma
Klimmek
From Bill & Kathryn Owens

Mary Alice & J.P. Sides
From Linda & Jess Sides

Dot Smith
From Todd Orshoski

MATCHING GIFT
We only have $5,950 to go to complete our
matching gift initiative!!! This means that until
August 31st you can double the impact of your
gift. Your $50 gift becomes $100, your $500 gift
becomes $1,000 and so on. This initiative will
provide funding for new staff and make it possible
for us to recruit more volunteers to reach many
more residents with the love and word of Jesus.

You may make a donation using the enclosed
envelope, by going to our website:
www.GodCaresMinistry.com or by
phoning the office at 440-930-2173.

Please make sure to note "Matching Gift" and
respond by August 31st.
May the Lord bless all of you who have
given to help fund our efforts to mobilize
Christians who are helping care home
residents find hope and peace in Jesus.

Marianne Provenza
From Russell D. Provenza

Randy Zinn
From Harry & Debbie Deal
Bill & Cathy Goodrich

IN HONOR OF
New Hope Church
Volunteers & Friends
From Kathy Archer

Sandy Schneppe
From Ilona Mansfield

God Cares Ministry
P.O. Box 355
Avon Lake, OH 44012
info@GodCaresMinistry.com
www.GodCaresMinistry.com
440-930-2173

But the seed on good soil stands for
those with a noble and good heart,
who hear the word, retain it, and by
persevering produce a crop.
~Luke 8:15

God Cares Ministry News is the official
newsletter of God Cares Ministry; edited
by Founder and President, Bill Goodrich.
It is published bimonthly to encourage,
instruct and inform Christians who are
interested in nursing home ministry.
You may contact our office for a free
subscription (email or US Mail) or
permission to copy.
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But store up for
yourselves
treasures in
heaven, where
moth and rust do
not destroy, and
where thieves do
not break in
and steal.
~ Matthew 6:20

TOGETHER

FOREVER FRIENDS

I am trained as a vocal and keyboard
musician. I took lessons for 8 years and
worked hard at my art. I’ve known the
pleasure and excitement that comes with
singing or playing well for an appreciative
audience. I never thought that singing and
playing in front of a small group of nursing
home residents could be so rewarding.
But it is!
The most rewarding part is that the residents
are not just spectators, they are participants
in the music, the worship, and the joy. They
sing, they clap, and they play the little
percussion instruments we give them.
When we first start, most residents are
inert, pale, and drowsy, some are sleeping,
slumped in their chairs. By the time our
song service ends, everyone is awake,
most are smiling, sitting up straight, their
cheeks are pink, their eyes are bright and
the room is filled with life. ~ Arlene Sikorski

Nursing home ministry does not require a
seminary degree, advanced training, or
special skills. It requires only a
compassionate heart and a willingness to
walk into sad places with a cheerful smile.
You will have to look beyond the wrinkled
skin, faded eyes and frail bodies to see the
beautiful spirits trapped inside and longing
for a kind friend to come alongside and
recognize some of that beauty within.
You probably will not receive accolades,
applause, or awards. But so much better
than any of that - when you get to heaven,
you will be welcomed by your forever
friends already there whom you have loved
and shared your life with. You will be so
very glad for the time you spent sharing the
love and word of Jesus! ~ A.S.

