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20 years of recruiting, training and supporting Christian volunteers for nursing home ministry

A Miracle Happened
Last Week…
As we entered the community room of the
memory care unit, the residents were subdued
and drowsy. Some appeared troubled and
worried. One lady looked up at me, her face
creased with anxiety, and asked if I had seen
her father. When I said, “No, I’m sorry, I
haven’t seen him,” her face fell and she wanted to leave to find him.
As we wheeled a keyboard into the room, a few other residents
asked with concern, “What are you doing?”
“We’re going to play some music and sing some old songs. Is that OK?”
One lady nodded firmly, as if giving permission.
This is a pretty typical environment during our weekly visits to share
the love and word of God with our friends in this special unit.
On the surface, it seems likely that it would be impossible to provide
any effective ministry to this group of 20 or so. But we begin in faith
that the Lord will answer our prayer to gather with us, because we
have gathered in His name. We begin with the old song, “Side by
Side.” Then we sing some patriotic songs and transition to some
favorite hymns, interspersing with relevant Scripture verses of
encouragement, hope and promise.

As we conclude our time together, many residents are studying and
reading aloud the Bible verses on the papers we had given them. A
grand work of God has taken place before our very eyes. We know
that the Lord has answered our prayers and gathered with us; and
we see, once again, the fulfillment of what Jesus said: “The words
I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.” ~ John 6:63

More Miracles
As I reflect on this, I think of the many other
miracles taking place in hundreds of care homes
every week. Volunteer missionaries are sharing
God’s love and word with thousands of residents
across the country. These life-giving gatherings
are testimonies of the Lord’s presence and grace
in this world, and they are the very thing He is
using to gather His sheep to Himself.
O, friends! We can hardly imagine the amazing,
eternal results of our labor of love. In just a little while, we will
rejoice in the gathering of all the redeemed; those whom the
Lord drew to Himself by His Gospel.
“Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you
know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” ~ 1 Cor. 15:58

The miracle begins. Glazed eyes begin to brighten. Downcast looks
turn to smiles. Bowed heads lift, and limp bodies straighten.
I say, “Please turn your song sheet to page 7” and before I can announce
the title of the song, Marian blurts out loudly, “Jesus loves me!”
Barbara, sitting across from her, giggles and says, “Jesus loves me, too!”
“How many know Jesus loves you?” I ask, and I affirm His love for them.
The residents look up at me with hope. They are drinking in the promise
as if it were pure water in a hot desert. We sing, “Jesus Loves Me.” I
watch and see that all lips are moving along with the words - some
softly - but all are proclaiming the Lord’s great love for them.
After a few more hymns, we recite the Lord’s prayer together and
I pray a blessing over them. Then we close by singing one more
song – “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands.” Our friends’
faces glow with smiles as they make the arm
motions through all the verses: the whole world the little bitty babies - the wind and the rain – you
and me - and everybody here. The miracle we see
is a desert blossoming with beautiful flowers.
There is joy and peace in the room. My confused
friend who was looking for her father puts her hand
on her heart and says, “I am so filled here.”
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We continually remember before our God
and Father your work produced by faith,
your labor prompted by love,
and your endurance inspired by hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ. ~ 1 Thes. 1:3
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It’s for
In honor of your faithful service and support in Care Home Ministry,
you are invited to attend our 14th Annual

PowerNight Banquet
Power Night is a special time for you and your care team to be refreshed,
empowered and prayed for.
Our guest speaker, Scott Krus of WCRF Radio, will inspire you
to share your God-given stories as a Light in this world.

Be Our Honored Guest
God Cares Ministry hopes to encourage and bless you as we share this
evening of thanksgiving in the Lord.

Afternoon Training (open to all)

Saturday, May 2nd ~ 5:30 PM
at Bay Presbyterian Church
Please RSVP by Friday, April 17th by calling
440.930.2173 or at www.GodCaresMinistry.com.
Banquet seating is limited and reserved for those
serving in nursing home ministry.
There is no charge, but tickets are required.

Finding Hope in the Midst of Loss, Grief and Change
Speaker: Kirsten Krus
How God Captivates a Heart to Impart Life
Speaker: Bill Goodrich
Creative Ways to Share God’s Love and Word (breakout sessions)
1) Bringing furry blessings into the nursing home
Speaker: Carolyn Beckett, Pet Therapy Trainer
or
2) Cultivating openness to the Gospel in a new era
Guided Discussion: Open Forum
Seminars will be held at Bay Presbyterian Church beginning at 1:00 PM
(Doors open 12:15 PM)
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