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Remembered Gifts
While Jesus was in Bethany at
the home of a man known as
Simon the Leper, a woman came
to him with an alabaster jar of
very expensive perfume, which
she poured on his head as he
was reclining at the table. When
the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this
waste?” they asked. “This perfume could have been
sold at a high price and the money given to the poor.”
Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you
bothering this woman? She has done a beautiful
thing to me. The poor you will always have with you,
but you will not always have me. When she poured
this perfume on my body, she did it to prepare me for
burial. I tell you the truth, wherever this gospel is
preached throughout the world, what she has done
will also be told, in memory of her.”
~ Matthew 26:6-13
What happened here is that a woman took her
greatest treasure and gave it to the LORD in the
most loving and humble way she could. This is the
ultimate call of the followers of Jesus Christ: Give the
treasures God has given you for the LORD’S
pleasure and work. Though it will seem a great
waste to some, it is a beautiful thing to our LORD.
Indeed, it is the theme of God Cares Ministry and
most Christ-centered ministries.

Indeed, our generous acts and gifts of love are “a
fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to
God.”
God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the
love you have shown him as you have helped his
people and continue to help them. ~ Hebrews 6:10
Therefore, my dear brothers,
stand firm. Let nothing move you.
Always give yourselves fully to the
work of the Lord, because you
know that your labor in the Lord is
not in vain. ~ 1 Corinthians 15:58
So many people bury their talents and treasures
because of fear that they are not good enough. But
the Lord is the giver of gifts - and He knows our
limitations. He wants us to grow in faith.
As we step out in humble generosity and loving
kindness, we will see the Lord respond in favor. Yes,
people may speak negatively about us and our gifts,
for certainly we lack human perfection! However,
spiritual perfection is within the heart. That’s where
God is looking and seeking worship.
God is Spirit and they who worship Him must
worship Him in Spirit and in Truth. ~ John 4:24
As you read the stories in this newsletter, you will see
humble people using their gifts in lowly places – but
these priceless gifts, given with much love, are the great,
God-given treasures of remembrance, forgiveness,
music, art and above all, the Word of God.

What an honored memorial this dear sister has to
her credit. It is much like the memorial of Cornelius,
and his family, who were “devout and God-fearing;
and who gave generously to those in need and
prayed to God regularly”. The LORD sent an angel to
him who, upon greeting him said,
“Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as
a memorial offering before God…” ~ Acts 10:1-8
Wow! What an honor!
The LORD allowed Cornelius and his household to
be among the first Gentile converts, which set in
motion the blessings that continue to flow to us
Gentiles in the twenty-first century.
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The Gift of the Word of God
One young nursing assistant we’ve known for years has been
deepening his walk with the Lord. We have watched him grow
spiritually, and several months ago we asked him if he would
be willing to prepare and share the devotional during an
upcoming service at the care home. He agreed - hesitantly.
The day of the service, he stood in front of the room, redfaced and uneasy, shared a very brief Scripture and sat
down quickly. Afterward, he sheepishly told us how nervous
he had been.
We told him it was wonderful that he had the courage to try, and encouraged
him to keep sharing. And he is! Every month he now offers to share a message.
(Sometimes twice a month!) Each time, he speaks with more conviction,
expounding on the Scripture and making more eye contact with the residents.
He is blossoming into quite a preacher! When we thanked him last month, he told
us he loves sharing Scripture with people!
So, along with the already-excellent physical care he provides to his residents,
he is now taking an ever-increasing role in their spiritual care. It is one of the
great delights of our ministry to have a front-row seat as we watch our Lord
raise up this young messenger of good news!

The Gift of Music
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After our worship service, many residents had
a glow on their faces from the joy of singing
and worshipping together. One resident in the
front row sat relaxed and beaming in her
wheelchair and said, “I just love when we sing!”
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I looked over at a visitor and said, “And singing is good for us, right Dr.
Jennings?” Dr. Jennings has a doctorate in music and was visiting her mother
and singing with us. She said, “Oh, yes, it’s very good for us!”
All of you who lead residents in singing are doing a wonderful, wonderful thing
for them - as you can tell by the smiles on their faces! And medical research
confirms what you see. Studies show that group singing leads to greater health
and well-being for the singers. There are improvements in expressive language,
emotional regulation, appropriate socialization, self-confidence - and lowered
anxiety levels.
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IN HONOR OF
Gregg Sjoquist’s Birthday
From Elizabeth Kelley

Thank God for the gift of music, for singing, for beautiful hymns and songs and for His
instruction to “make a joyful noise unto the Lord!”

The Gifts of Remembering and Knowing
A woman led a Bible Study at a care home. Afterward, a resident
who had dementia told her, “You help me remember things I
used to know.”
At another care home, a woman led residents in singing. A resident said
to her, “Thank you for the music. It’s wonderful! Thank you for what you do
for these people. You make them feel like they know something.”
What a stunning insight from a person with dementia! She recognizes and cares that her fellow
residents, who have lost so much of their cognitive ability, receive the great blessing of
feeling that “they know something.”
We are grateful to God for allowing us to give this gift of “remembering” and “knowing something” to
people who are losing so much of their precious “remembering and knowing”.
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The Gift of Art
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This lovely rose is a copy of a chalk drawing done
by Carl, a resident of the dementia care unit in a
local nursing home.
He saw the cover of our book, “Never Too Late”
and said, “That rose needs to be in a vase!” So he
drew this beautiful picture to give to the author,
who received it as the treasure that it is.
Carl was an artist all his life. Even
though he is now visually and
cognitively impaired, he can still
create such a beautiful drawing.

The Gift of
You!

He is one of our many friends who
show us that it is never too late to live
a meaningful life of giving and sharing!

The Gift of Forgiveness
This story is taken from A Hidden People in Plain View by Highland
Goodman (board member of Sonshine Society):
When Oscar was admitted to the senior care center where I was
privileged to serve as chaplain, I quickly learned that he had no
interest in God. Yet we soon developed common ground: he had
served in the Navy during World War II, so I brought in some pictures
my Dad had taken during the war, which prompted a lot of dialogue.
Over the months that followed, I continued to build a bridge of
friendship with Oscar, much to the amazement of his family. One
unforgettable Wednesday afternoon, when I walked into Oscar’s
room, he said to me in a loud voice, “I don’t see how God could
forgive me for all the stuff I have done.”
Stunned by those honest words of regret and despair, I sat down by
my friend’s bed and shared some of the promises found in God’s
Word, such as 1 John 1:9 – that if we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. I shared, too, that when we repent of our sins and
ask for God’s forgiveness, He places all our sins behind His back and
remembers them no more.
Remembering our many talks about his experiences at sea, I shared
with him Micah 7:19, where God declares that he will hurl all our
iniquities into the depths of the sea.
I shall never forget the expression on Oscar’s face. It was as if a light
bulb turned on as he understood that God could and would forgive
him for all that he had done. We prayed together before I left. When I
returned later that evening to gather residents for our worship service,
Oscar’s room was empty, and I was told he’d been taken to the
hospital for a possible stroke. Oscar never regained consciousness.
Like Oscar, members of our aging population need to hear the good
news that they can be forgiven. Many of them might welcome the
glorious message of the Gospel – that God is ready, willing and able
to forgive.
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“Then those who feared the LORD talked with
each other, and the LORD listened and heard. A
scroll of remembrance was written in his
presence concerning those who feared the LORD
and honored his name. ~ Malachi 3:16

God Cares Ministry News is the official
newsletter of God Cares Ministry; edited
by Founder and President, Bill Goodrich.
It is published bimonthly to encourage,
instruct and inform Christians who are
interested in nursing home ministry.
You may contact our office for a free
subscription (email or US Mail) or
permission to copy.
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Interested in serving God as a

NURSING HOME MISSIONARY??
Then plan to attend our

“First Steps” Coaching Event
God Cares Ministry Office - Avon Lake

April 9th 2016

9 AM ~ 12 Noon

● Learn how to get started in this special ministry!
● Discover how your church can adopt a care home and share God’s
love and word with the lonely residents.
● Chaplain Bill will help answer your questions and coach you through
your first steps, guiding you toward a fruitful care home ministry.

Register at www.GodCaresMinistry.com or call (440)930-2173
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