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Encouraging, instructing and informing those serving in nursing home ministry

Are You Prepared?

second-guessing are very common when difficult decisions must
be made, but thanks to Dr. Sullivan’s teaching, we experienced
an almost guilt-free post-death journey.
I am also grateful for how valuable my experience would
become to the families of many other friends who needed
God’s perspective as well as compassionate prayers and a
friend to stand beside them and cry along with them.
Now, eight years later, with the increasing acceptance of
physician-assisted suicide and other health care changes, we
sense that it is time to re-address these issues.

Every one of us will face end-of-life care
issues – for ourselves and/or our loved ones.
As followers of Christ seeking to lead moral
lives until the very end, we need to be
informed on universal and crucial matters
concerning end-of-life care. When we are facing our own
mortality or that of our family and friends, we are deeply in
need of wise counsel and comfort. As we are equipped with
Biblical wisdom, we are able to make good decisions
Invaluable Understanding
regarding care. We are able to come alongside others in
crisis with the “power and love and sound judgment” that
This is why we have asked Dr. Sullivan to return and why I
comes from the Spirit of God.
enthusiastically encourage you to attend this seminar,
“Making Godly Decisions at the End of Life”. Issues and
We are greatly blessed to be able to invite you to a first-rate
questions that Dr. Sullivan will address include:
teaching on these very issues. Our ministry’s friend, Dr.
Dennis Sullivan of Cedarville University, is an expert in these
● How God values life/people from conception to heaven.
matters of life and death. Dr. Sullivan is a warm, wise man
● Is it ethical to withhold or withdraw medical treatment?
who also happens to be brilliant in his field. He is Professor of
● Is it ever right to assist a terminally ill person to die?
Biology and Director of the Center for Bioethics at Cedarville.
● What is death with dignity? (or a “good death”?)
I first invited him to speak to us in 2009 on behalf of many
● Biblically-based principles for making end-of-life decisions.
friends of this ministry who were very worried about looming
● How can we best help people die with dignity?
healthcare issues for seniors. Dr. Sullivan’s teaching was
● A current overview on euthanasia and assisted suicide.
extremely enlightening and informative to all of us.
● The need and use of advance directives.
But Little Did I Know…
You
will come away with a confidence that
Dr. Sullivan’s teaching was to be more helpful than I ever could
God’s
Word may be applied to critical
have imagined. Over the next five months my dad became
needs and issues; helping those
terminally ill, my mother was placed on hospice because she
involved with end-of-life decisions to see
had terminal COPD, and my wife was diagnosed with stage
Him and find His peace and strength.
four lung cancer. End of life decisions?! A boatload!
It was by God’s grace that I had learned the Biblical principles “Making Godly Decisions at the End of Life” will be
shared by Dr. Sullivan just in time to navigate issues such as: held on the same day as PowerNight - May 20th - at Grace
● Communication with my dad about going on a ventilator
Church in Middleburg Heights; 12:30-5:PM. You may register
and ten days later making extremely tough decisions
online at GodCaresMinistry.com or phone the office at (440)
about removing it (he lived only 3 minutes after).
930-2173 for either event.
● What treatment was best for my mother as she experiNote:
enced pain and other challenges during her last days.
● And, of course, at home, my wife of 23 years, coughing
uncontrollably through the nights and suddenly (much
sooner than expected) slipping away into eternity in our
living room.
The counsel and support I was able to give my family and my
B.G.
dying loved ones throughout this heart-breaking and challenging
journey brought much peace to us. Guilt, uncertainty and
www. GodCaresMinistry.com
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Living & Dying with Jesus
One morning, Simeon was led by the Spirit into the temple courts where he saw a young
couple presenting their baby to the Lord. The Spirit revealed to him that this child was the
Lord’s Chosen One. Simeon stretched out his grateful, longing arms and Mary handed the
baby Jesus to him. Simeon cradled Jesus in his arms and praised God with these words:
“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your
servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which
you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to
the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” ~ Luke 2:29-32

Emma Bass
From Pleshette Bowman

Marianne Provenza
From Russ Provenza

Alice Cooley

At that moment, Anna, a prophetess, who Luke describes as “very
old” came up to them, and also gave thanks to God for the
redemption he was to bring through this child.
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Of course, reading about these two elderly people made me
think about the residents in long term care homes. Many of them
are also waiting for consolation, and although they may not know it
yet, for Christ.
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These elderly residents will soon be departing this world. Whether they choose to think
about it or not, they know death is not far away. They have already lost so much: family,
friends, health, homes, and independence. Most of these many changes in their lives are
not pleasant; they are most often difficult and painful. The last loss will be that of their own
body, which is often accompanied by significant pain.
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What a privilege we have to be used by God to point those He loves to His great Salvation!
Indeed, our visits can be the bridge to their hope of eternal fulfillment. Because we share
the words of eternal life, they, like Simeon, can meet Jesus and leave this world in peace,
knowing that they are forever safe because the Savior has come; because He loves them.
Through the three decades of ministry in care homes, I have seen many take Jesus’ hand
just weeks before they died. They die in peace because they live in Christ! They leave
age and time on earth and take on eternity. O, what glory!

From Bill & Kathryn Owens

Norman Klingshirn
From Janet Stocker

Anna Thomay
Eleanor Varga
From Bob & Rosemary Thomay

The Anderson & Phoeson
Family
From Sondra Anderson-Wallace

For I consider that the sufferings
of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to
be revealed to us.
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In Honor of
9th Year In Ministry

~ Romans 8:18

The Simple Truth

Violet Bender ~ 95th Birthday

Marie was a sweet, dear old woman I became friends with through
regular visits to our local nursing home. She came to every Bible study;
never missed a week. Marie loved to sing those hymns, especially “How
Great Thou Art,” her very favorite. One day she came up to me and said,
“Bill, I hope I can go to heaven one day.”
I said, “Well, Marie, you know you can go to heaven, because of what Christ has done, and
that everything is complete in his death, burial and resurrection. All you need to do is trust
Him by faith! And then by the grace of God, you will go to heaven, He will get you there.”
I left it right there, with that conversation that day. I prayed for her and thought of her so
much over the next few days. Two weeks later when I next saw her, she came up to me
and right away told me, “Bill! I know I'm going to heaven now, because of what Jesus did
on the cross.” Sometimes we complicate our faith, but Marie's experience reminds me of
how simple it is to believe. ~ Bill Carr
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Jesus said, “When I
am lifted up from the
earth, will draw all
people to myself."
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~ John 12:32
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All The Way Home
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One week when we were conducting a service in the
Memory Care Unit, I asked if anyone knew the first song
we sing. (It’s always the same song.) No one answered.
We proceeded to play the music from the same tape that
we use every week. I always tell our friends that they are doing a very
important thing--praising Jesus our LORD and Savior and praying for others. I also tell
them, before the last song we sing, “God Bless America,” we are praying for all the
people in this country.
At the end of our time together, Dorothy, who had severe dementia and was usually
quiet, shouted, “I HAVE DECIDED TO FOLLOW JESUS!” (That was the title of our
first song.) We all praised God and applauded Dorothy’s confession. It was a
wonderful time!
The next week when we came back, however, we discovered this woman had died.
Dorothy did what she had proclaimed, and truly followed Jesus - all the way home.
“Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare your
power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come.” ~ Psalm 71:18

One of our newest donors
shared with me as he handed
me his check:

Never Too Old to be a Blessing
Evelyn just celebrated her 93rd birthday. A few months after she came to live in the
nursing home, she told me, “I want to visit every new
resident and make them feel welcome here.”
Evelyn could have just given up,withdrawn from others
and wait to die. But, instead, she has chosen to live a life
of purpose and meaning by investing in the lives of
others. As a result, she has been a friend to many other
residents in her time in the nursing home.
She has gained much wisdom during her long life. She
has lost her husband, a son, and many friends, and still
holds on to her faith in the Lord. With the life experience
gained from her 93 years, she is well-equipped to be an
exemplary model of a gracious woman who has feared the Lord through many trials
and proven Him faithful. It is an honor to know her and be led by her example. ~

Becoming A Ministry Friend
The greatest things that have happened in this world have happened through the
sacrificial giving of God’s people. In Acts 20:35, Paul writes, "In all things I’ve shown
you that by working hard in this way, we must help the weak, and remember the words
of the Lord Jesus, how He himself said, 'It is more blessed to give that to receive.' "
We are asking you to become a God Cares Ministry Friend; trusting you will
experience the fulfillment of the Acts 20:35 promise.
Our Ministry Friends give a monthly donation of $20.35 (or an amount that is significant
to them). This helps to recruit, train and support care teams that adopt nursing homes.
Currently we are supporting care teams that have adopted over 200 nursing homes.
Our goal for 2017 is to train 50 new churches, who will each adopt a nursing home.
We need approximately 154 new Ministry Friends in order to reach this goal.
Will you become a Ministry Friend so that hundreds more residents can have a friend
to help them find life in Jesus? May the LORD bless you for caring and sharing in His
Name. ~ B.G.
info@GodCaresMinistry.com
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I was so grateful for his kind
words and heart for this
kingdom work!

Of those who have died in our
houses, I have never seen
anyone die in despair or cursing.
They have all died serenely.
I took a man I had picked up
from the street to our Home
for the Dying in Calcutta.
When I was leaving, he told me,
“I have lived like an animal on
the streets, but I am going to
die like an angel. I will die
smiling.”
He did die smiling, because he
felt loved and surrounded by
care. That is the greatness of
our poor!

www.GodCaresMinistry.com

515 Moore Road, Suite 3
Avon Lake, OH 44012
info@GodCaresMinistry.com
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“How beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of those who bring good news, who
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation…” ~ Isaiah 52:7

God Cares Ministry News is the official
newsletter of God Cares Ministry; edited
by Founder and President, Bill Goodrich.
It is published bimonthly to encourage,
instruct and inform Christians who are
interested in nursing home ministry.
You may contact our office for a free
subscription (email or US Mail) or
permission to copy.
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By now you should have received your
invitation to PowerNight 2017, our annual
appreciation banquet for all who participate in
the nursing home mission field.
In addition to a great meal and fellowship, we
have planned a program that is sure to enable
you to grow and strengthen your outreach.
As a reminder, this banquet is being held on Saturday, May 20th at host church
Grace CMA in Middleburg Heights. Tickets are required. You may register online
www.GodCaresMinistry.com or by calling God Cares office at (440) 930-2173.
Don’t miss this opportunity to be re-ignited and empowered for your ministry of love!
PLEASE! Register by May 15th.
Afternoon training will also be provided. See details on page 1.
GOD CARES MINISTRY NEWS ©

Hidden Treasures
in our own back yards
JOIN US for a day of training to learn
how to minister to the elderly in nursing
and assisted living homes.
This training has been a great source of
encouragement and guidance for
thousands who minister in care homes.

Saturday, June 24th
at Church on the North Coast
in Lorain
Full details and registration online
www.GodCaresMinistry.com
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