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Encouraging, instructing and informing those serving in nursing home ministry

SCRIPTURE REVEALS THE
GREATEST STORY EVER!

“How beautiful
are the feet of
those who bring
good news!”
~ Romans 10:15~

God Cares for You
Scriptural principles
to meet the emotional
& spiritual needs of
senior adults.
“I felt like this book
was written just for
me…” ~ Carol, a
nursing home
resident.
Available at
GodCaresMinistry.com
or 440-930-2173

Words in italics are used to connect the following Scriptures
Jesus said, "God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him. For the Son of Man has
come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Jesus
later said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and
destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have
it to the full.” Jesus also proclaimed, “The Spirit of the
Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of
the Lord’s favor.”
In deep kindness, Jesus invited those who were lost,
imprisoned, blind or oppressed by sin and darkness,
saying, “Come to me, all you who are weary and
burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”
After only a few short years of ministering, Jesus
knew that the time had come for him to leave this
world and go to the Father. Therefore, He prepared
His disciples, explaining, “My children, I will be with
you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just
as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am
going, you cannot come.” He also told them, “The
Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected
by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law,
and he must be killed and on the third day be raised
to life.” Jesus later gave a glimpse of God’s amazing
plan, saying “I tell you the truth: It is for your good
that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Helper
(or Counselor) will not come to you; but if I go, I will
send Him to you. I will not leave you as orphans: I will
come to you.” He promised, “If anyone loves me, he
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will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and
we will come to him and make our home with him.”
And it happened just as Jesus said. They killed him
by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him from
the dead on the third day. Now, therefore, in Christ
Jesus we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of
God’s grace that he lavished on us...
In this, we can see how God demonstrated his love
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as a propitiation (atoning
sacrifice) for our sins, that we might live through
him… This is Good News!!
The Scripture says, “Anyone who trusts in him will
never be put to shame,” for “Everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved.” Yes!!! Jesus is
Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him. But
how, then, can they call on the one they have not
believed in? And how can they believe in the one of
whom they have not heard? And how can they hear
without someone preaching to them?
Jesus answered these questions when He appeared
to His disciples over a period of forty days and spoke
about the kingdom of God. He said to them:
"All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me.” Then he opened their minds so they could
understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is
what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the
dead on the third
day, and
repentance and
forgiveness of
sins will be
preached in his
name to all
nations, beginning
at Jerusalem.
Continued on page 2
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I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in
the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” And
the promise is, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you; and you will be my witnesses.”
Jesus then commissioned His disciples, commanding, “Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.”
Therefore, brothers and sisters, preach the word! Be ready in
season and out of season. Convince, correct, and encourage,
using the utmost patience in your teaching. For the Gospel is the
power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes. Assure
your audience, that if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is
Lord," and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. But do this with gentleness and respect.
And as you go to the lonely and forgotten people in nursing
homes, remember that our Lord said, “Love each other as I have
loved you,” and “Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these
My brethren, you did it to Me.” So remember the poor. Remember
that, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life
for his friends.” For with such sacrifices God is pleased. And
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him; so
that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him
be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.

JUST FOR FUN…
Can you “give the address” for each of the Scripture verses shared
in the Greatest story article? There are about 40. The first ten
people who respond correctly will receive a copy of the book,
“Reading God’s Mind” by Dottie Eichhorn. This book is loaded with
Scriptures on various topics such as mercy, repentance, love, etc.
You can submit your answers by email or US mail to our office!

THANK YOU FOR GIVING
Loneliness is a pervasive problem for nursing home residents. Their loneliness breaks our hearts and moves us to help them.
We know that God wants us to share in their lives to bring healing and hope and love. We’ve seen tears of sorrow turn into
tears of joy as people realize that they are loved and cared for by Jesus - and by His people!
Your kind generosity helps to recruit, train and support more volunteers to reach more residents with the love and word of
Jesus. This is such an important mission field – reaching out to people who cannot reach out to us! May God bless you for
remembering the lonely in nursing homes in your prayers and with your gifts. ~ Chaplain Bill

FOOD FOR BODY AND SOUL
Earl, a nursing home resident, requested to see a chaplain. As we walked into his room, we found a frail
man propped up in bed and wearing a Vietnam Veteran cap. He welcomed us, but was quick to say that
his roommate, Tom, (a veteran also) needed us more than he did because he was about to be
transported to the hospital for brain surgery.
As we sat between the two beds, Tom shared that he had been brought up in church but had “gone
astray” many years ago. That day, however, he recognized his need for a Savior and received Jesus
wholeheartedly. Soon after, the ambulance came to take Tom to the hospital. We visited him following
surgery. He has had a remarkable recovery and we continue to nurture him in his newfound faith as he
praises the One who delivered him from sin and death.
Earl witnessed the transformation in
Tom. When we returned to visit, Earl
welcomed us to his bedside where he
had just been served a food tray. When
we asked how we could be most
supportive to him, he exclaimed, “I just
want somethin’ decent to put in my
stomach…like a milkshake!”
Just then a caregiver came to check his
vitals. We took that opportunity (with
staff approval) to step out and return
with a strawberry milkshake. As we set it
before him, he expressed his shock with
an expletive and his appreciation with a
profound expression of gratitude.
He asked us to pull his four-wheeled walker over to him. He lifted up the seat and pulled out a Bible.
“Read me somethin’ good”, he said. We took this as a Divine appointment. After sharing the Gospel
through a number of passages he said, “This is doin’ somethin’ for my soul just like that milkshake did
somethin’ for my stomach!”
We asked again how we could be most supportive to him. He said, “How ‘bout you prayin’ for me like
you did with Tom?” ~ Dave & Teri Compton of Love Your Neighbor Ministries , Gresham, OR.

OH, HOW HE LOVES US
My care team partner, Debbie, and I went into the
skilled care unit to invite a few residents to our
Thursday evening Bible study. We usually have
only one or two residents from this particular unit
who will join us in the common area. But tonight
was different. We invited the first resident we saw,
and he agreed. To our amazement, we started to
hear one voice and then another, and yet another
asking if they could go to the Bible study! Our
simple invitation set the hearts of several on fire to
hear the Word of God. That was all it took - a
simple invitation given in love.
The next day, we visited many who had been
unable to attend, and the conversation was filled
with such joy and the great desire to hear of
God’s love for them. They wanted to know what
the others had heard the previous night. We had
talked about John 3:16-17. Yes, simple verses
that say it all.
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These dear people were hungry to hear how very
much they were loved and that Jesus did not
come to condemn them for those things in their
lives that they regret. The words they spoke to
God as we prayed were heartfelt as they seemed
to inhale His love and most of them asked for
forgiveness for sins and regrets.
For some, this was a time spent renewing the
intimate relationship they had with God, and for
others it was a time of learning and beginning a
new journey in their lives. In that room filled with
the frailness of disability and illness, His power
was made perfect in weakness. (2 Corinthians 12:9)
Each of us on the care team are given these
wonderful times together where it is impossible to
describe with words how wonderful it is to have
God guiding us and using us for His glory. What
an awesome God we serve! ~ Elaine Edkin
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“But from
everlasting to
everlasting the
LORD’s love is
with those who
fear him…”
Psalm 103:17
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www.GodCaresMinistry.com
440-930-2173

“I believe the Bible is the best gift
God has ever given to man. All the
good from The Savior of the world
is communicated to us through
this Book.” ~ Abraham Lincoln

God Cares Ministry News is the official
newsletter of God Cares Ministry; edited
by Founder and President, Bill Goodrich.
It is published bimonthly to encourage,
instruct and inform Christians who are
interested in nursing home ministry.
You may contact our office for a free
subscription (email or US Mail) or
permission to copy.
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Don't miss this years opportunity to
enjoy rich fellowship with like-hearted
ministry volunteers.

Reignite at PowerNight!
This Volunteer Appreciation Banquet is to honor, thank and
empower those serving as nursing home missionaries, prayer
partners and financial supporters of God Cares Ministry.
RECEIVE VALUABLE TRAINING ON:
GROUP SERVICES THAT TRANSFORM HEARTS
Come early and learn key principles to increase the impact of your
group ministry! The afternoon training will equip you to prepare and
share life-giving messages.

*Advance tickets are required*
Register at GodCaresMinistry.com or 440-930-2173

Saturday, April 28th at Grace Church

