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19 years of recruiting, training and supporting Christian volunteers for nursing home ministry

In the Valley of Weeping
“Blessed are those whose strength is in you;
who have set their hearts on pilgrimage. As they
pass through the valley of Baca, they make it a
place of springs. They go from strength to strength.”
~ Psalm 84:5-8
The “valley of Baca” refers to any place of weeping. How many
such places there are in this world - how much work there is for
us to do – how many people to comfort and care for and love
and befriend. Some of these places of weeping are the
long-term care facilities of our nation, where some of our most
frail, forsaken, lonely and poor reside.
But there are people who venture into these valleys of weeping
to make them places where springs of living water flow. They
have set their hearts on pilgrimage – a journey that will bring
them closer to Jesus because they draw closer to His suffering
people. Since Jesus is in the poor and outcast and sick - in “His
distressing disguise” - when we touch them, we touch Him.
Anyone who reaches into places of deep suffering and brokenness for the sake of others is going to have to confront the
deepest questions of life and meaning. But those who truly
want to know God will heed His words about king David:

“’He did what was right and just, so all went well with him.
He defended the cause of the poor and needy and so
all went well. Is that not what it means to know Me,’
declares the Lord.” ~ Jeremiah 22:16

the “least of these,” our gentle Savior reserved his harshest words.
Jesus is a champion and defender of the powerless, compassionate
with all who suffered from sickness and oppression, and utterly
merciful with the guilty and repentant.

“Better to go to a house of mourning, than a house
of feasting.” ~ Ecclesiastes 7:2
Nursing homes are certainly houses of mourning. The residents
there are mourning the loss of home, family, friends, pets,
community, church, freedom, independence…. The list goes on and
on. And they mourn the loss of their neighbors and friends in these
places where death is such a frequent visitor.
But thankfully, even in such places there can be a culture of life.
At any age, we can be slowly dying, or we can be actively living.
It is a privilege to bring living water into these places, to watch
tired and lonely people bask in the warmth and peace and comfort
of visiting friends, to see smiles break out on their faces.

Although there can be much joy in this ministry, we are aware that
the time is very short for many of our friends. Nursing homes are
places where we can gain an eternal perspective, to consider the
We can insulate ourselves from the pain of others and build a brevity of our lives, to weigh our years on the infinite and
comfortable cocoon around ourselves – or we can break out of indestructible scales of eternity.
our comfort zone into the misery of human suffering and try to
And to turn many hearts and minds toward the hope and peace
bring love and comfort to others.
and beauty of heaven, where God our Father “will wipe every tear
Our joy is not found in our good health, our fun vacations, our from their eyes.” (Revelation 21:4) ~
evenings out with friends and family, our ability to buy whatever
~~~ * ~~~
we want. The American dream is the hope of prosperity, ease
and happiness. But if we want the deep joy of Jesus, then we
In my temporary absence from the office, Arlene shared the
need to be where He is. When He was on earth, He welcomed
above excerpt from her upcoming book, “Never Too Late.”
and sought out the sick, the dying, the poor, the outcasts; not
Chaplain Bill Goodrich
usually the ones who had everything and shone in society. In
fact, for the ones who had everything and did not share it with
www. GodCaresMinistry.com

440-930-2173

info@GodCaresMinistry.com

Love Overflowing
This is good news on a
day of the best news of all
history....He is risen...He
is risen indeed!!
We just celebrated our
first worship service at a
new nursing home and it
was a great success!! We
anxiously waited for
people to come - and all
of a sudden the chairs were full and then several more residents came to an overflow room.
The service was joyful, and yet so tender, about Christ and His resurrection!!!
The CDs and sound equipment worked well; staff and residents all worked together so
well!! The staff were wonderfully supportive and encouraging...they could not have done
more....our minister had a wonderful program for the service; we seem to work together so
very well....and it is because of our love for Jesus and our love for these dear people.
Some residents had family to take them out to church, but God allowed us to have the
privilege to bring this Easter service to the folks staying here. One dear lady cried through
all three hymns; she has loved Jesus for a long, long time, but had been unable to get out
to a service.
Thank you to all who support us through prayer and encouragement as we seek to bring
the love of Jesus to residents, staff, families and all involved in care centers!!! WOW!!!
~

Leontina Rosenfeld
From Sandra & Mitch Chapman

Paul Orshoski, Sr.
From Todd Orshoski

Margaret Heaver
From Ed & Mildred Heaver

Mary Ann Goodrich
From Brian & Rita Hassett
Barb & Larry Pack
Russ Provenza

Ralph & Mary Owens
From Bill & Kathryn Owens

Patrick Convery
From Peggy & Tim Convery

Ralph Edward Owens, Sr.
From Bill & Kathryn Owens

Clyde Hartman
From Joan Hartman

Sandra Klingensmith
From Don Klingensmith
Terry Schrumpf
From David & Julie Beers
Connie Sloan

The Joy of His Salvation

John Palffy, Sr.

I was reading the Bible to several residents, one of whom was Stefan. He told me that he
had once been in a concentration camp, and the pain of this horrible experience was evident
in his eyes. He shared with me, "You know, I went to the gate of heaven but they wouldn't
let me in." I asked him what he meant and he explained that he almost lost his life a few times
and felt for some reason God did not want him in heaven. I asked him if he knew Jesus as
his Savior. He didn't understand.
As we continued to talk, Stefan asked me more questions, and I showed him compassion.
My heart was breaking for him, yet I was joyous because I knew this was God's plan to bring
him to Christ. I talked to him about Jesus and he said, “I want to know this Jesus.” We prayed
together and read more scriptures. He asked for help in what to say. He spoke Hungarian
fluently so I pulled out my phone and used the translator and typed in the salvation prayer in
Hungarian for him. He spoke it for us all to hear. Stefan cried and repented of his sins and
asked Jesus to be His Lord and Savior.
Joy came upon Stefan and I too, had tears of happiness. I gave him a big hug. He shared
with the group his happiness. He smiled so much and became so carefree - laughing and
filled with joy. Oh, to see the power of God - to Him goes the glory, for we are only vessels
of Jesus. We walk in obedience, and I feel so blessed by Stefan’s life being saved.
We actually made up a “ticket” for him - we wrote his name on it, the date, a
picture of a cross and his prayer. I told him Jesus loves him, and that he can
talk to Jesus often and read the scriptures, for Jesus is the best teacher. He
was so happy to have this that he held it to his heart and then folded it and
put it in his eye glass case. We prayed over him and I made a promise that I
would be back during the week to pray with him more and read more Scriptures.
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From Barbara & Mike Peters
Jack & Pat Freehling

John Palffy, Jr.
From Jo Ann & Jim Rettinger
Ed & Maureen Russell
Barbara & Mike Peters
Jack & Pat Freehling
Joan Hartman

Marian Palffy
From Barbara & Mike Peters

Grace & Dominic Lucido
From Lucy Trowbridge

Anna Thomay and
Eleanor Varga
From Bob and Rosemary Thomay

IN HONOR OF
God Cares Ministry
From Margi Stribling
Elaine Edkin

Thank You !!!
Thank you to all of you who, through
your prayers, gifts and service, bring
much hope and love to nursing home
residents. You are truly shining the
light of Christ in dark places and we
are privileged to be serving with you!

515 Moore Road, Suite 3, Avon Lake, 44012

Till We Meet Again
Betty has attended our worship/hymn-sings for the past two years. She sings
energetically and thanks us profusely for our visits. One evening, when I invited her
to join us, she was lying in bed and said she was too tired. About five minutes into
our service, she came in the room and said, “I ran down here when I heard you singing!”
After we sang our last song, “God be with you till we meet again”, she smiled at me
and said in her heavy accent, “This is a good way to end our time together.”
Then her smile faded as she said, “Sometimes it doesn’t feel like God is with me.”
I sat down next to her, held her hand and said, “I know that sometimes it feels that
way. This is why we come to visit you, so that you will know that you are not alone
and that we love you. God sends us here to tell you that He loves you much more
than we can, and so He will never leave you. Even when you feel alone, He has
promised to be with you always.”

The purpose of
God Cares Ministry
is to mobilize
the Church to
meet the spiritual
needs of people
in long term
care homes.

Equipping the Saints
Last month, we had the privilege of providing two training
events where we trained another 40 nursing home volunteers.
We love to hear the stories and see the look of excitement in
the faces of those who attend. We received the following
comments from participants:
● “Wonderful, godly wisdom. Praising God for this
opportunity. Thank you for pointing us to Jesus!”
● “Amazing! Wonderful encouragement. I can’t wait to get started!”
● “It gave me the confidence to begin this journey.”
The Lord is truly raising up passionate workers for the great harvest!
Please join us in praying for these missionaries as they share the love and word of
Jesus with grateful nursing home residents.

Our Goal is:
One care home
for every
Christ-centered
church.

I’m Getting Excited !!!
Throughout the past two months, I have been

Reminder
Summer months
are lean months for
all ministries'
donations and we
are no exception.
We would
appreciate your
prayerful
consideration of a
generous gift to
benefit our
neighbors in
nursing homes.
Please use the
enclosed envelope
for your
convenience.

spending a lot of time away from the office
completing the writing of a book. I am currently
working on the last chapter and getting pretty
excited!
It will be a devotional focusing on meeting many of
the spiritual and emotional needs of those
spending their last days in a care home. This book
will be a tool to help point our friends to Jesus.
It will have short stories/testimonies, colorful
photographs, be large print and spiral bound.

And Now, I Need
Your Help
I intend to illustrate this book
with bright, happy photos of
people, nature, memorabilia, etc… If you are a
photographer and would be willing to donate
your photos for inclusion in this book, please
contact God Cares office for the specifics at:
info@GodCaresMinistry.com or 440-930-2173
Thank you!

www.GodCaresMinistry.com

Visit our website at
GodCaresMinistry.com
where you can:
Find current and past
newsletter articles
¹Sign up for God Cares
Ministry News
¹Order nursing home
ministry books and
training videos
¹Get full details &
register for upcoming
training programs
¹Download Large print
Scripture portions
¹Share your nursing
home ministry stories
¹
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Return Service Requested
GOD CARES NEWS is the official
newsletter of God Cares Ministry; edited
by Founder and President, Bill Goodrich.
It is published bimonthly to encourage,
instruct and inform Christians who are
interested in nursing home ministry.
You may contact our office for a free
subscription (email or US Mail) or
permission to copy.
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God Cares Ministry Board of Directors
Bill Goodrich, President/Director
Doug Feller, Vice President
Mike Laurito,Treasurer
Fran Palffy, Secretary
Mary Kerner Courtney
Larry Looney
Dan’l Markham
Richard Walters
_________________
Advisors: Brad Fisk
Brian Hassett
Fran Passano

Resident Picnic
Saturday, June 28th is our 13th Annual Legacy Picnic for nursing home residents!
130 residents attended last year’s picnic and had a wonderful time of music, picnic
food, dancing, pets, gifts and hugs. This year’s Hawaiian-themed picnic will be held
from 11:00 – 1:00 in North Olmsted. If you would like to bring residents from your
care home, call God Cares at 440-930-2173 by June 20th for full details. We would
love to include your friends in this wonderful event! Aloha!

Save the Date
September 13, 2014

After one of our recent picnics, two Activity Directors wrote to us, saying,

For God Cares
Ministry’s Annual
Fall Golf Classic at the Country
Club of Hudson.

“THANK YOU! We all left with the love of Jesus in our hearts as well as the friendship
and love of all of you. God bless you.”

For more information, contact
Nate Hunter at 440-930-2173.

“Thank you for another amazing day put on by you and all of your amazing
volunteers! Thank you all, and thank you, God Cares Ministry, for all you do on a
daily basis for our elders!”
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