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19 years of recruiting, training and supporting Christian volunteers for nursing home ministry

Transforming Power
What a joy it is to gather with Christians who love the Lord and
who love each other! As we joined together in May, at our 14th
annual volunteer banquet (PowerNight), we worshipped and
celebrated the Lord’s goodness and faithfulness to his servants in
nursing home ministry.

How good and pleasant it is when God’s
people live together in unity! ~ Psalm 133:1
“I Love to Tell the Story” was the theme of this year’s
PowerNight. And how appropriate a theme, because there is so
much power in real-life stories. Stories help us to understand
each other, and help us to make sense of what happens to us.
If we can tell our stories with much love, people can relate to us
on a very personal, emotional and spiritual level.
We give residents a great gift when we listen to their stories, too.
Many of them love to tell the stories of their lives to their visitors.
We can share in their good memories and we can help to comfort
them when they share their painful losses and experiences.
Each of us has stories of how the Lord works through us in
nursing homes. I encourage you to keep your stories in mind,
to tell them to others, and even to write them down and send
them to us. We love to read and share them with others!
And most of all, we want to encourage you to proclaim the
greatest story ever told through your loving deeds and words,
not only to nursing home residents, but also to your friends and
neighbors. The great story of Jesus’ love for us is what saves
us, transforms us and rescues us from the bondage of sin and
fear and shame.
“I love to tell the story
Twill be my theme in glory
To tell the old, old story
Of Jesus and His love.”
Although the story is 2,000 years old, the beauty and power
are ever new. As the early apostles so joyfully shared the good
news of Jesus’ resurrection at every opportunity, so let us
joyfully share the good news with those around us! Our desire
for people is their eternal happiness. May Jesus give us the
words, the boldness and the winsomeness to share with many,
many people His words of eternal life! ~
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Powerful Acts Sometimes when
we read the stories and events in the Bible we
can breeze past some of the profound works
and principles of God that are interspersed within
the text. This past month, I spent time in the
book of Acts praying for the Lord to open my
eyes to fresh insights; to help me to grow in Him;
and become more effective in ministry. As I meditated on each
chapter, the following important facts were preeminent:
● Jesus commissioned His followers to teach all people that He
was sent from God – that He suffered and died for our sins –
that He was buried and then rose from the dead – that we can
be saved if we believe enough to repent and call upon Jesus to
wash away our sins and to live a life of love and truth
● This is the story/testimony/message that brought salvation
to all who believe.
● This is the story that the unbelieving leaders of the
synagogue tried to stop Jesus’ followers from spreading.
● This is the message that many died to tell.
● This is the story (aka the Gospel) - the Good News - that
when spoken by you and me and believed by those whom
God is calling – saves them, gives them an eternal
dwelling with Jesus our loving Shepherd and with all of us
who have surrendered to His Lordship.
O dear brothers and sisters, never stop proclaiming this great
news! We are a growing family - a great kingdom of people
belonging to the great King of kings and Lord of lords.
This world is not our home, but it is a mission field to which we
are called to labor in for a brief time. Our Sabbath rest comes
soon. Let us be found faithful in our call to live and share the
Good News of Jesus Christ, even through many challenges.
Let us pray for each other, that whenever we open our
mouths, words may be given to us so that we will fearlessly
make known the mystery of the Gospel. Pray that we may
declare it fearlessly, as we should. ~ B.G.

The Gospel Of Jesus Christ:
The power of God for the salvation
of everyone who believes
~ Romans 1:16 ~

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
info@GodCaresMinistry.com

Security
Recently, at the nursing home, Joann, a blind resident reached her arms out in front of her and
asked me anxiously, “Is there anyone in front of me?” I thought she was fearful that someone
was too close to her, so I reassured her that there was no one in front of her.
Still anxious, she reached her hands out to her sides and asked, “Is there anyone next to me?”
I told her that no, there was plenty of space around her. No one was close enough to bother her.
Her face fell and she said, “Oh, I feel so alone.”
So, I wheeled another resident up close to her left side and placed another resident close to her
right side. I told her, “These are two strong men beside you” and I placed her hands in theirs.
They held hands and talked until our service began.
Joann smiled. We sang a couple old hymns and talked about Jesus. Then she said, “I have
never felt so secure in this place.”
What I had thought was her desire to not have people near her was the exact opposite: wanting
a close and comforting connection with people.
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Could you give us a hand?
Some recipients of God Cares News have told me that they do not think we have
financial needs because we do not make strong appeals in our newsletter. I wish
that were true, but the fact is donations are considerably low this year.
For 20 years we have been mobilizing Christians to minister in America’s care
homes. (Over 130 volunteers trained so far this year.) These volunteer
missionaries will develop caring friendships and share the Good News of Jesus
with over 900 residents.
Would you be willing to sponsor 10 residents by donating $27 per month? That’s
all it costs to recruit, train and support missionaries who will help our lonely
neighbors find eternal hope and peace in our Lord Jesus.
Thank you, dear friends, for helping with any amount that you are able.
May the Lord bless you for caring and sharing.
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From our mailbox…
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I have ministered in care centers for 27 years. Last fall, I learned that a
care center in my hometown had no church services. I immediately
scheduled services with their activity coordinator. The first service was an
enormous success.
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I was then invited by a friend to come to his church and share about our
nursing home ministry. In that one service I received a generous gift and also more volunteers!!
One of the new volunteers, Ken, came to play guitar for the residents. He knew he had a cousin in
a facility somewhere in western North Carolina. As Ken finished telling his personal testimony, a
lady in back spoke up and asked, “Was your dad’s name also Ken Maxwell? At that precious
moment, Ken realized that this woman was his cousin Linda – sitting right there! They had a
happy family reunion after 36 years.
Looking back on 27 years of this labor of love, I have NO regrets! All I can do is raise my hands to
God in praise for all of these and many other blessings. To God alone be the Glory!
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*Note: Patrick ministers in several care homes and invites churches throughout his region to
adopt a home. What a blessing he has been to countless residents, staff and families. (Other
names of people in this story have been changed.)
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The Pianist
When we first started holding services in the nursing home, we had a
piano in the room but no one to play it. We printed song sheets for
the residents, but we had to sing a cappella. We really wanted a
pianist. One day, as I looked at the profile of the resident of the
month on the bulletin board, I saw that her name was Anna and that
she used to teach piano. Anna never came to our services, so I went
to her room to introduce myself. Our conversation went like this:
I said, “I see you’re the resident of the month.”
She said, “Yes. And?”
“I see that you played and taught piano.”
“Yes, I played for a church once, but haven’t played for a long time.”
“We don’t have anyone to play for our services. Would you be willing to play for us?”
“You would really want me to do that?”
“Oh, yes, I would love for you to play piano for us.”
“But I don’t know a lot of church songs, and I don’t have any sheet music.”
“My wife will get you the music.”
“Well, I’ll think about it.”
But Anna didn’t have to think about it for long! The very next week, she started playing
for the service. She was a beautiful pianist and more people started attending because
of the music. Every week, Anna was the first one at the service. Eventually she gave
her heart to the Lord – for the first time in her life!
And there’s more! Anna and her husband, Ed, were both in the same room. Ed
was bedridden and couldn’t attend services, but I visited him in his room afterwards
and told him about the service. I wanted to be his friend. Ed also gave his heart to the
Lord. One day, I got a call from the nursing home. Anna had died and Ed told the staff,
“Get a hold of Ken. I want him to do her service.” So I talked with my pastor and he
gave me ideas. A funeral service is a good time to present the Good News of salvation
in Jesus, so I was glad for that opportunity.
One more story! A new resident started coming to our services. She said she had
been to church before, but was backslidden. She told me “I don’t know how to get back
with the Lord - can you tell me how?” What an opportunity for me to share with her the
way back to Jesus!

Just Being With Them
We often think we have to "do" things when we visit residents, but
sometimes much is accomplished by just “being” with our friends.
I know that everyone who is called into this mission field has
something unique to offer--we just need to take that first step and enter into the world of
our friends and gently guide them into the hope of the life to come with Jesus.
The majority of residents living in care facilities are women, as are most of the staff
and volunteers. Many times the male residents ask me if there are any men who
could visit them, or start a Bible study. Several have expressed an interest in having
another man to share the fun of watching a sporting event with them.
When we read James 1:27, “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and
faultless, is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress…”, we tend to
apply it to women, but men also lose parents, spouses, children and friends. A few
short hours a month of just being with them is all it takes to make friends, to help
them unburden themselves if necessary and draw them closer to Christ.
Over the last several months I have even seen how one man was able to encourage
several male residents to attend worship services at the home! Such friendship is
life-giving! ~
440-930-2173
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Serving over
1,200 volunteers
who are sharing
the Love and
Word of
Jesus
with over 8,000
care home
residents.
A New Website for you!
On July 10th, God Cares
Ministry will be launching a
new interactive website to help
meet the needs of those called
to serve in care home ministry.
Now, through our new website,
you will be able to:
● Take an online training course
● Share your testimony of
what you have seen the Lord
do in this mission field
● Send a prayer request
● Download Scripture portions
for care home ministry
● Order ministry resources
● Donate to help care home
residents
Soon, visitors will be able to
connect with a coach who has
been trained to provide support
and guide you to helpful
resources.
We are so excited to better serve
you as you minister to our dear
friends!!
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How beautiful on the mountains are the
feet of those who bring good news, who
proclaim peace, who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,
"Your God reigns!" ~ Isaiah 52:7
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Tee Off In Support of God Cares!

It Works!

The Billy Graham Association produces a pamphlet called
“Steps to Peace with God.” Occasionally I share a message
about the peace of Jesus and at the end I give everyone
one of the pamphlets.
Some time ago, Grace, the wife of a resident friend,
attended the Bible fellowship. She took the pamphlet home
and read it and prayed the recommended prayer at the end.
Now Grace was a nice lady from my perspective. She was
friendly to me and made sure her husband was able to
attend our Bible fellowship.
A few weeks after we shared this particular teaching about
peace, she came to me and said, “You know that pamphlet
you gave us?” It works.” She smiled and said again, “It
works! Thank you for sharing it. I am now reading my Bible.
It works.”
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God Cares Ministry’s 2015 Golf Scramble
will be held August 14th
at

Hilliard Lakes Golf Course in Westlake
10 AM Start
Includes 18 holes of golf, golf cart, lunch on the
course and a celebration dinner.
** Skill prizes **
** Hole-In-One Car Giveaway by Liberty Ford! **
$65.00 per golfer
Sign up online www.GodCaresMinistry.com
or call (440) 930-2173
Event and hole sponsorships are available.
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