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Encouraging, instructing and informing those serving in nursing home ministry

JESUS SAID,
“YOU FEED THEM.”
Jesus said:
“My Father will
honor the one
who serves me.”
~ John 12:26

Nursing Home
Ministry
Where Hidden
Treasures are Found
A handbook that
provides essential
ministry principles
with many related
stories and Scriptures
for senior care home
ministry.
“A treasure trove of
information…
Marilyn Francis,
Commissioner,
Salvation Army

Available at:
GodCaresMinistry.com
or 440-930-2173

On this mountain the LORD
Almighty will prepare a feast of
rich food for all peoples, a
banquet of aged wine - the best
of meats and the finest of
wines… Isaiah 25:6
Facilities such as nursing homes are not expected to
provide banquets of fine food for their residents.
However, we can prepare a feast of rich spiritual food
every time we visit!
Our Lord said to those whom He will reward for all
eternity, “I was hungry and you fed me.” We rightly
see this as physical food; yet it is clear that Jesus
intended much more. For He also said, “Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of God.” Jesus wants us to share not
only our bread for the body, but His life-giving bread
for the soul.
Some people have a hunger for the Word of God
already, like the resident who said, “I’ve loved Him
and His Word since I was 7 years old.” But some do
not realize such hunger.
You can be certain that every one of the residents
you visit hungers for love and hope. Experience
demonstrates that if our presence in the nursing
home gives off an aroma of love and realistic hope,
the hungry will come to the feast.
Weekly group services in a nursing home can provide
this much-needed spiritual nutrition for many.
We have the privilege of sharing this Bread of Life,
helping our friends grow closer to Jesus! Yet, it can
be intimidating to speak in front of a group, let alone
take on the awesome responsibility of rightly sharing
the Word of God. Believe me, I know! I began
speaking in nursing homes in fear and inexperience.
But after years of eagerly reading the Word,
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meditating on it, asking the Spirit to bring it to life in
me, His Word began to naturally flow out of me. As
one missionary friend commented, “After years of
taking in the Word, it cannot help but leak out.”
Our deep desire to help our friends grow closer to
Jesus compels us to dig deeper into God’s Word;
diligently seeking His kingdom and His
righteousness. As we “let the word of Christ dwell in
us richly”, He will freely impart more and more of His
eternal treasures for us to share.
“Indeed, our ability to prepare and serve a spiritual
feast is not by might, nor by power, but by the Spirit of
the Lord.” He has commissioned us to make disciples
and teach them everything He has commanded us.
He promised to be with us as we go forth in His Name.
What a honor to partner with Jesus to prepare and
serve the greatest feasts! ~ B.G.

A NEW RESOURCE IN THE MAKING
Preparing the message for your group service can be a challenge
and we want to help equip you! It is important to discern what
topics will be relevant and helpful for your audience, and to share
the message in a way that engages residents who are frail and
even cognitively impaired.
By God’s grace, I have watched countless friends in the nursing
homes find hope, peace, purpose and Life in Jesus. This is why
we produced the God Cares for You ministry book. It contains
stories, Scriptures and illustrations that address the primary
concerns seniors face. The book has not only helped many
residents who have read it, it has become a helpful tool for
missionaries who minister to them.
We are developing a Bible study curriculum from the principles in
this book. It will include 21 Biblically-based messages that focus
on the primary spiritual and emotional needs of seniors in care
homes. Each lesson has a message overview with illustrations for
the leader and a giant print Scripture page that can be copied and
given to the residents. The page also includes a prayer that is
related to the message, helping your audience to embrace God’s
Word for their own lives.
I am so excited about this, because I have been sharing these
lessons at two of the nursing homes I visit and the residents are
loving the fellowship and feast in God’s Word! They not only stay
awake, they are very engaged with the questions, hymns and
spoken prayers. They keep thanking me and telling me how helpful

the messages are to them. This week, at the end of our service, the
wife of a resident shared, “It was beautiful! Please keep doing what
you do. It means so much to our loved ones and us, too!”
Would you like to have a preview of this curriculum? If so, I invite you
to participate in a field test of the first six lessons. If you will share
these lessons at your care home (in a group or a one-to-one setting)
and give us feedback, we would love to register you for the field test.
To participate, please request a packet through:
info@GodCaresMinistry.com or 440-930-2173.~ B.G.

EXPANDING OUR REACH

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S PROVISION

As we strive to reach many more residents with God’s love
and Word, we are adding two part-time positions. These 2
new team members will enable us to significantly increase our
recruiting efforts, which will multiply the number of residents
receiving help in finding hope and peace in Jesus.
*Network Coordinator

We’re thrilled to announce that the Lord has provided an
opportunity to help fund these two positions. An anonymous
donor has given us a $15,000 matching gift. This means that
until August 31st, your donation to God Cares will be equally
matched by this donor (i.e. - your $50 gift results in God Cares
receiving $100, your $500 gift results in $1000 etc.). As always,
your gifts make it possible for us to train more volunteers to
reach more residents with the love and word of Jesus.

To recruit and network with new nursing home ministry
missionaries throughout NE Ohio.

THANK YOU!

The two positions are as follows:

*Social Media Coordinator
To promote the ministry’s mission and resources via the
Internet and to build community among volunteers via the
ministry’s website.
Applicants must possess a caring heart for the elderly, have
a strong and abiding faith in the Lord Jesus and possess
effective organizational and communication skills.
If you (or someone you know) are interested in submitting a
resume, send it to: info@GodCaresMinistry.com or send to:
God Cares Ministry, P.O. Box 355, Avon Lake, OH 44012 ~
No phone calls, please.

God Cares Ministry relies
on your financial support to
raise up more workers for
the nursing home mission
field. Please remember us
in your summer giving
plans, when donations to
the ministry are low. How
wonderful the Lord’s timing
is in His provision for us
with this matching gift.
May God bless you for caring and sharing!

POWERNIGHT 2018
What a wonderful time of fellowship! It was a time of inspiration and encouragement to spur us all on to
love and do good works in the nursing home mission field. In addition to a delicious meal, our evening
banquet included words from a few ministry friends.
Below are some highlights from our speakers. Keep in mind that none of us who spoke that evening
compared notes with each other beforehand. Our focus was on the Word of God; its power, value and
essentialness. You can see in the following comments how the Lord wove together a tapestry-message
for all of us who serve Him in this great mission field.
Brother Angelo Hoty: Whether in the workplace, among family or in the nursing home, share the good
news. Not the fearful news but the Good News. The Good News is of God’s love and mercy that
endures forever. This is the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ that is able to take a broken person,
and through His grace, bring them back together – that they may have life; an abundant life in Christ
Jesus! Only through His Word and the power of His Holy Spirit can that be accomplished. Jesus does
this miracle! To Him be the glory!
Pastor Dennis Barta: The Word of God! Reading it, listening to it, meditating on it, obeying it and sharing it.
Why are these so important? Simply because the Word of God is the ultimate transformer! Nothing changes
a person from the inside-out like the Word of God. When it goes out, it will not return void.
Chaplain Bill Goodrich: God’s Word is more powerful than the person sharing it. The One who said to the
dead man, “Come forth!” can speak through us with the same powerful Word, that even those who have
dementia can be moved closer to Jesus. In Jude, we are told that the faith was once and for all entrusted to
the saints. That’s us, brothers and sisters! God has entrusted us with the power for the salvation of those
who will believe. People are not only being saved from eternal death, but also from discouragement, fear,
hopelessness and valuelessness, because the Spirit of Jesus accompanies His Word.
We are part of a great work of God; a rescue mission - for some who have never received Jesus as Lord,
some who at one time believed, yet walked away, and some who are believers but are bewildered by the
losses and challenges they are experiencing. We have the privilege to be part of this mission, and God Cares
is honored to serve you as you serve Jesus in this mission field.
Rev. Yvonne Hobson: Psalm 119:105 leads me to Ephesians 6:15 ~ Our feet should be shod with the
preparation of the gospel of peace, which leads me to Romans 10:15 ~ “How beautiful are the feet of them
that preach the Gospel of Peace and bring glad tidings of good things. The 2nd part of the verse says, “And a
light unto my path” which leads me to Proverbs 3:6, “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
path.” And folks, my path led me directly to Liberty Arms Assisted Living and Liberty Health Care Center.
I thank God for the feet that carry me into these care facilities. Although they may look pretty rough, tough, worn
and torn to the natural eye, these feet are BEAUTIFUL in the eyes of God. And the shoes that I wear into the
care facilities may not be the
most fashionable, but they are
covering the feet of one who is
bringing the Gospel of Peace to
some of God’s people who might
otherwise be lost.
And then to top it all off, that
same lamp that guided my feet,
and that same light that
illuminated my path to the care
homes is the same Word of God
that will one day lead me and
some of the residents to our
Heavenly Home. And to that I
say, Hallelujah, and Thank you,
Jesus, for the Word of God!
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God’s Word, shared in love
and embraced in prayer, will
never fail to bear good fruit
and glorify Him.
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The righteous
flourish like the palm
tree and grow like a
cedar in Lebanon.
They are planted in
the house of the
LORD; they flourish in
the courts of our God.
They still bear fruit in
old age; they are
ever full of sap and
green, to declare that
the LORD is upright;
he is my rock, and
there is no
unrighteousness
in him.
~ Psalm 92:12-15 ~

Think you are too old to accomplish much???
At age 88,
At age 91,
At age 95,
At age 99,
At age 92,
At age 100,

Pablo Casals was giving cello concerts.
Eamon de Valera served as president of Ireland.
Nola Ochs became the oldest person to receive a college diploma.
Teiichi Igarashi climbed Mt. Fuji.
Paul Spangler finished his 14th marathon.
Grandma Moses was still painting. She took up painting at age 76, when her
arthritis became too severe for her to continue embroidery. When her right hand
began to hurt, she switched to her left hand.
At age 94, Fanny Crosby was still song-writing.
At age 96, Harry Bernstein published his first book, three years after he started writing to
cope with loneliness after his wife of 70 years passed away.
At age 84, Marjorie was dying of bone cancer in the nursing home. She prayed that the
Lord would use her until He took her home. During her stay, she inspired a 31
year old lay minister to start a Bible study in that home. He has been there now
for over 28 years.
And finally, Dr. Bernhard Johnson tells of a man in Brazil, aged 105, who had led hundreds to
the Lord. He did not know the Lord until he turned 103!

Don’t count your years; make your years count!

