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Over 25 years of equipping the Church to share the love and word of Jesus in senior adult care homes

A PERFECT REMEDY
"But the wisdom
that comes from
heaven is first of all
pure; then peaceloving, considerate,
submissive, full of
mercy and good
fruit, impartial and
sincere.
Peacemakers who
sow in peace raise
a harvest of
righteousness.
~ James 3:17-18

Free Downloads
Words of Comfort
& Encouragement
handouts:
These giant-print
Scripture pages
can be sent directly
to residents or
emailed to Activity
Directors to copy
and distribute
among many
residents.
Available at:
GodCaresMinistry.com

When the nursing homes had
to close their doors to prevent
the spread of the virus, we
immediately began to ask the
Lord what we could do to
continue reaching the
residents with the Word of
God and encouraging prayer.
We were led to create Scripture pages that we call
“Words of Comfort and Encouragement from the
Bible”. These are one-page handouts with giant print
Scripture verses and a related prayer to help our friends
find hope and peace in Jesus. So far, we have made
20 of these available as a free resource on our
website. We rejoice that thousands of copies have
been downloaded, which are being distributed to
residents by volunteers (who use them to stay in touch
and continue their ministry) and also by Activity
Directors who desire to provide spiritual care.
This terrible virus has taken the lives of many
residents, and further isolated those who remain. But
God, who will never forsake His loved ones, is
allowing our friends to continue in personal fellowship
with Him, and to be nurtured with His all-sustaining
Bread of Life. For this, we are truly grateful!
Yet, as I continue to pray, read God’s Word and observe
the world around me, I see that there is yet another
virus – a spiritual virus that is destroying the souls of so
many more than the Coronavirus. It has many similarities
in that it is highly contagious, multifaceted, and deadly.
The most common symptoms are sustained anxiety,
fear, and hopelessness. It is a “Lack of Jesus” virus
and it is surging rampantly throughout our nation.
Our nation’s media is clearly the primary carrier of
this deadly virus, exposing untold millions to an
escalating increase in symptoms of chronic bitterness,
hatred and violence. Friends, we must be intentional to
guard our hearts from the world’s twisted information
and intentions by seeking the truth from our Savior,
Jesus. He is light for our path and He loves us.
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It is for us, brothers and sisters in Christ, to abide in
Jesus and His Word. And it is our commission to
participate with Jesus in rescuing our neighbors with
the same Gospel that rescued us and now keeps us.
The Scripture sheets we are producing are extremely
effective in fighting against and protecting residents
(and staff) from this deadly spiritual virus. Activity
Directors have shared that residents have come to
rely on these Scriptures and prayers to “get them
through” this difficult valley.
I urge you to apply God’s vaccine of Love and Truth
to stop the spread of this “Lack of Jesus” virus that is
destroying relationships with our neighbors and
distracting us from the grace of the Lord Jesus.
How I wish I could convince all who desire lasting peace
and hope to embrace the following prescription:
Take in two or more chapters of the New Testament
every morning. If symptoms persist, read a Christcentered devotional or a chapter of Psalms or
Proverbs before bedtime.

Supplement this prescription with an exercise plan of
prayer for a minimum of 20 minutes per day. The result of
praying (or singing) the Word of God, as it applies to your
personal journey, is stress-reducing and life-giving. I know
(and can humbly say that my life proves) that Jesus is
completely faithful to His followers when we align
ourselves with His promises and directives. He
guarantees spiritual health and fulfillment when these
remedies are applied. See Psalm 1:1-3 & John 15:1-17.
I pray, dear friends, that you will grow strong in the Lord
and bear much fruit for HIS glory. ~ Chaplain Bill

WHAT YOU DO MATTERS!
I want to thank all of you who have given of yourselves to serve
the residents and staff of care homes - especially during this
pandemic. We have all encountered a season of trials that
require us to be prayerfully creative, and to go the extra mile(s) in
loving our resident friends and their caregivers.
When times are difficult, realize and remember that though there
seems to be so little we can do, a little love and a little light will reach
deep into the souls of the hurting and lonely. The response to the
efforts of Christians reaching out to the residents and staff has been
one of often tearful gratitude. The following pictures and words
summarize the heart-felt appreciation of those who are in the thick of
the virus season. They reveal the importance of your support.
Activity Professionals who are using the Scripture sheets
and Bible message videos: Your resources have helped us
more than you can ever know… The residents really miss the
church coming in. But the handouts are getting them through;
they love them. They are the best!

Flowers & meals
delivered for staff:
It’s not every day that
we receive a call or a
gift from someone
who wants to thank us
and help us do our
work. Your willingness
to reach out is so
appreciated.

From an

Window visits &
filling bird feeders:
From residents: It’s
so good to see your
face! I’m so lonely
and bored out of my
mind. Thank you so
much for coming to
see me!

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him as you have helped his
people and continue to help them. ~ Hebrews 6:10
May the Lord bless you as you do what ever you can to make the journey for residents and caregivers more bearable. May you hear
Jesus say to you, I was lonely and you reached out to me; sent cards, called, made window visits, prayed for me… May the residents
and staff of the care homes in your community say of you, your care team, and your church, “You were there for us.” ~ B.G.

CONTAGIOUS BLESSINGS
Steve, one of our missionary friends, has been
creating personalized puzzles for residents and
mailing them along with Scripture sheets. He
has become a regular at his local post office.
Recently, he brought some of his envelopes,
unsealed, to the post office and asked the lady
behind the counter if she would like to see what
he has been sending out to his resident friends.
She loved the puzzle, and immediately started

putting the pieces together. Steve also shared
several of the Scripture sheets with her, and
she remarked, “My sister and I have been
talking about going back to church”, which gave
him the opportunity to encourage her. Steve
called the office today to share this added
blessing from God–an outreach at his local
post office. God works through our lives in so
many amazing ways! � ~ K.A.

PERSEVERE

some stretching far beyond the normal challenges
At the beginning of this virus season, many gave of of their jobs. We, too, must continue to support
them. We do well to take the time to consider what it
themselves to reach out in loving and creative
might be like to be in their shoes. Even the simplest
ways, bringing comfort and encouragement to
residents and staff. It was truly a demonstration of expression of appreciation (and assurance that
God’s care flowing through so many loving
we are praying for them) will help encourage and
Christians. I would like to humbly remind you to
sustain them. If you lovingly support the staff, you
keep up the efforts you have been making. The
will also be supporting the residents they serve.
caregivers
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at
inside these the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
homes must not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity,
keep on
let us do good to all people, especially to those
adjusting and who belong to the family of believers.
serving –
~ Galatians 6:9-10

Lucille Ewing
From Ed & Roberta Kisiel

Michael Thomay
Trudy Gombas
From Bob & Rosemary
Thomay

Norman Klingshirn
From Janet Stocker

Ruth Krull
Alice Throop
From Dale & Marge Mertz

Gordon Green
From Helen Myers-Green

Paul Lewis
Chris Rutherford
Norma Paine
From Fran Palffy

Frank & Rose Piasecki
From Bill Piasecki

John Palffy

AFTERMATH

From Linda & Steve Sides

So many of us long to return to the care homes we have adopted,
to embrace and fellowship with our dear friends. But we must also
be prepared for the potential aftermath of this pandemic. How?
First, by considering what will be different in your care homes
when the doors open.
We need to be prayerful about handling more safety measures,
restrictions, addressing the grief of residents, staff, family, and
ourselves. We need to consider how we can best answer the questions and concerns in the hearts and
minds of residents and staff. Let’s be careful and intentional about seeking the Lord for wisdom and loving
ways to respond to the “different” we will encounter.
It is by God’s grace that we navigate through change in such a way that people are drawn to Jesus by our
attitude and words. Change is inevitable, but Jesus Christ is the same today as He was before all this
happened. His purpose is the same, and His ability to work through us remains.

All those God has
welcomed home
through God Cares
Ministry
From Carolyn Herrmann

IN HONOR &
RECOGNITION OF:
All the workers in the
nursing homes!
From Lucy Trowbridge

All the wonderful work
you do in God’s name
From Marilyn F. Godshall

WE CAN ALL PLAY A SIGNIFICANT PART!
This has been a year of challenges. The most urgent was the
need to adapt and adjust to new ways, to help residents in care
homes continue growing closer to Jesus. Another serious
challenge we are currently facing is a significant shortfall in
anticipated donations. As of June 1st, we are running a near
$50,000 behind our modest budget of $255,650.
God Cares Ministry supplies the training and ministry resources
for an army of caring servants who are sharing the love and Word

of Jesus with our nation’s most frail and often forgotten citizens.
We can all play a significant part in their lives!
Would you please consider a generous donation to ensure that our
lonely neighbors have a caring friend to help them take Jesus’ hand
during their last months, days, and hours of their journey?
Thank you for your kind consideration.
Chaplain Bill Goodrich

God Cares Ministry
P.O. Box 355
Avon Lake, OH 44012
info@GodCaresMinistry.com
www.GodCaresMinistry.com
440-930-2173

Man shall not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from
the mouth of God. ~ Jesus
(Matthew 4:4)
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STRAIGHT FROM THE BIBLE
The letter of 1 John is less than seven pages in length,
yet it provides some of the clearest direction for those of
us who want to be confident in our religious beliefs and
eternal future. Here is an excerpt straight from the Bible:
Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of
God and knows God. Whoever does not love does
not know God, because God is love.
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent
his one and only Son into the world that we might
live through him. This is love: not that we loved
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an
atoning sacrifice for our sins.
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought
to love one another.
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us and his love is made
complete in us. We know that we live in him and he
in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.

And we have seen and testify that the Father has
sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. If anyone
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God
lives in him and he in God. And so we know and
rely on the love God has for us.
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and
God in him.
In this way, love is made complete among us so that
we will have confidence on the day of judgment,
because in this world we are like him.
There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out
fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The
one who fears is not made perfect in love.
We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, "I
love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For
anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has
seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And
he has given us this command: Whoever loves God
must also love his brother.” ~ 1 John 4:7-21 (NIV)

