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One of the resources that many care home missionaries are using to
disciple residents is the “God Cares for You” ministry book. Here are
comments from those who have been reading/sharing it:
“I was so blessed to be able to share “God Cares for You” with my
residents. I was surprised at the depth of sharing that the stories brought
out as we went through each chapter. I watched as the Lord drew this
group of residents closer to each other, and closer to Him. It was an
amazing thing to witness!” ~ A care team leader
“I was really impressed to read all 84 pages, and what I’m going to do is
go out and spread the Gospel to other people. I really am going to do it!
More people need to know about God and Jesus!” ~ A resident
“Thank you so much for the “God Cares for You” book. WHAT A
TREASURE! It is compassionate, warm, uplifting and compelling. I felt
drawn in by the hope and love in the Scripture and stories used. It was a
blessing to me!” ~ A resident
“The seniors found your book so helpful: it is large font for ease of reading,
has thought provoking chapter titles, beautiful and inspiring pictures,
personal stories that touched the heart/mind/soul, honesty and
transparency in discussing painful issues and helpful Bible verses/prayers/
songs. THANK YOU!” ~ A care team leader
Would you like to use this book to help one or more of your residents
grow closer to Jesus?
We will provide a free copy to any Christian willing to pledge two things:
1) That you will prayerfully read through the book and become familiar with
the topics and related Bible verses.
2) That you will prayerfully share
the book with a resident of a
care home.
We will provide helpful guidance
and prayer support as you step
out in faith to plant your seed.
You may request your free
ministry book and guidelines by
contacting us at God Cares
Ministry at:
GodCaresMinistry.com or
440-653-5293.

Your prayers and your acts of
charity have come up as a
memorial offering before God.
~ Acts 10:4
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Over 25 years of equipping Christians to share the love and word of Jesus in senior care homes
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Now to him
who is able to
do far more
abundantly
than all that we
ask or think,
according to
the power at
work within
us, to him be
glory in the
church and in
Christ Jesus
throughout all
generations,
forever and
ever. Amen.
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AVAILABLE IN DIGITAL
FORMAT
Three of the Sonshine’s ministry helps are now available as
Downloadable PDFs:
� “Strength & Peace” – A giant print Scripture devotional
� “Hope & Help” and “Onward & Upward” – Bible lessons with
stories, poems and anecdotes
Still available in spiral-bound paperback, but now conveniently available
in a downloadable PDF format.
Visit our online store at: GodCaresMinistry.com Click on Sonshine
Resources.

“Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will
be done, on
earth as it is
in Heaven.”
Matthew 6:10
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What if God actually answered all the prayers
that you prayed in Jesus’ Name? Should we
not pray, in faith, as if He will? He has
promised to answer us if we gather in his
name to pray for His will and purpose to be
accomplished in this world.
I trust that you could agree that it is God’s will
that the people who are confined to nursing
homes are visited and cared for. Yet, there are
still thousands of care homes that have not yet
been adopted by a church. It is estimated that
in the USA, over 1,250,000 residents are
spending their last days in a care home,
without a Christian friend to help them find
hope and peace in Jesus.
Prayer is essential! Several years ago, I felt
that my personal prayer time was not what I
thought it should have been. My mind often
tends to wander while I'm praying... So, I
invited our staff and board members to pray
with me. Now, once a week, we pray together
on a conference call. It's simple… I share a
brief devotional, and we each take some time
to pray. The call lasts about 45 minutes. It's a
wonderful time where each of us carries our
concerns before the Lord. I can testify with
emphatic confidence that the Lord is faithful in
hearing and granting our requests. He
answers prayer!
Would you be willing to share in a simple
approach to praying for the care home
residents and those whom He is calling to
serve and minister to them? Below is a list of
prayers we have been praying. Rather than
praying the whole list, would you pray one or
more of these on a regular basis? Perhaps
you can include one at your family’s meal
prayer time, or add one to your church’s list.
� That Our Father’s Kingdom will come and
His will be done in every care home.
� That God would obliterate COVID from
the Earth.

March/April 2022

� That God would remove the unnecessary
mandates imposed on nursing homes,
which have greatly hindered the Good
News of Jesus from being shared by local
church outreach teams.
� That the Lord of the harvest will send
forth an army of missionaries for this
harvest field.
� That God Cares Ministry would clearly
discern the Lord’s will in serving and
equipping this army.
� That the Lord would bless the care home
staff, who are amazingly overworked, with
His grace and peace. They need His
blessing as much as the residents do.
� That every care home would be able to
maintain adequate staffing and care for
the residents.

The nursing home mission field is a great work
of God. Millions of lives have been touched by
His faithful servants since the early 70’s. The
COVID mountain has brought on many
challenges, but Jesus promised that we would
be able to move mountains in His name. I
believe that such great movements begin and
are upheld by the prayers of His followers. So,
please include one or more of these in your
conversations with the Lord. May the will of
God be fulfilled in every care home! And may
our Lord Jesus make your joy complete as
you see Him answer your prayers offered in
love. In His service with you,Chaplain Bill

NEVER ALONE
Lisa had been in my Bible study for over 15 years. When
I met her, she was casual about her Christian faith, but
grew closer to Jesus as the years went on, and she
always prayed the most beautiful prayers. She was
always thinking of other people and caring for them. Just
six months ago, she was in an assisted living apartment,
but now has heart failure, cancer, is getting weaker
every day and is nearing the end of her life.
Right after Christmas, I went to visit her in the care
home. I had to mask, glove and gown but I was
determined to see her. And though it was uncomfortable
and distracting, it was so worth it to go in to see her!
When I first arrived, Lisa could hardly talk, but as we
talked her voice got clearer and stronger and more
animated and soon we were laughing out loud!
She is one of the most isolated people in the world, yet
the joy of the Lord was so palpable in her. I had asked
some of her friends to send cards. They did, but none of
the cards had been opened. As I opened them and read
aloud the long, wonderful messages, big tears fell out of
her eyes onto the bed - but she smiled at the same time.

Lisa was always a very social person. When I asked her
how she coped with the isolation, especially during
Christmas, she said, “It was wonderful. On Christmas
Day I had the greatest peace I could imagine, the peace
of Jesus.”
Her feet are planted on the solid Rock and she has no
fear as she approaches death. Just joy. She is an expert
in the old hymns and so many of them speak of heaven.
She kept thinking of all the wonderful Christmases she
had, but not mourning.
I thought of the apostle Paul. When he wrote the book of
Philippians, he was in a dungeon, chained to a Roman
soldier and yet in Philippians he mentions joy 13 times.
He knew how to rejoice in every situation. May we
continue to share God’s word, so that our dear friends
will always have hope in Jesus; the giver of true joy.
~ Mary Bowman, OH

WE’RE BACK! #1
Finally, we are back to gathering in Jesus’ name! I’m so
thankful we now have a consistent weekly group church
activity with songs and Scriptures. It is good and right to
have fellowship within our nursing home again. Being
back reminds me of Jeremiah 33:11 where the people of
the nursing homes that used to be in spiritual desolation
from Covid-19 are now, once again, being ministered to
by caring friends! Knowing the residents are being fed the
truth regularly gives me hope that our great God is at
work through his Spirit in the lives of those inside these
walls. Now that I’m back, my humble prayer is, “Lord use
me to spread the love of Jesus to the residents, staff,
their families, and friends. Amen!” I am richly blessed
knowing I’m doing the will of God in remembering the
least of these in their distress. ~ Max Eble
WE’RE BACK! #2
After two long years, the Activity Director of our care
center was finally able to open the door for us to return to
minister. We are now meeting each Wednesday morning
with a small (so far) group of residents. What a joy it is to
meet face to face... and although we all wear masks, we
sense the smiles on the faces of each resident as we
sing the hymns once again, all together. In fact, we can
see the smiles in their eyes.
This week Pastor Tom shared a devotional on "Change"
from chapter one of the “God Cares for You” book. Three
of the residents shared about a major change they had
experienced in their life. Though their changes were very
difficult, each one also gave praise to God for guiding
them through those seasons. It was such an encouraging
time for all of us.
How wonderful to return to this ministry with residents
who have missed and hungered for Christian fellowship
and to hear the word of God. We look forward to each
meeting, and are grateful and truly blessed.
~ Patty Hawley from Sonshine Society

STILL SHINING THE LIGHT
When I moved into the nursing facility, I was warned by
the other residents that Tony didn’t speak to others, and
that he keeps to himself. This man, who was from New
York, usually sits outside the main door, smoking. I
decided that when I went out for dialysis, I would say
hello to him. After a week, he started saying hello back,
and even talking about being from NY, where people
aren’t very friendly.
Now we are having conversations -- in one of them, he
mentioned getting some shrimp, but not having any
cocktail sauce to go with them. A couple days later, I
was at the store, and got him a bottle. He was so
surprised, and couldn’t thank me enough, stating that
New Yorkers didn’t give unless they got. On St Patrick’s
Day, we talked about corned beef sandwiches, and I
told him my favorite place. When I picked up a
sandwich for myself, I got him one, too, and he was so
surprised, thanking me for thinking of him. A couple
days later, he was waiting for me when I returned from
dialysis, and said he had something for me. I went to his

ALWAYS HIS PERFECT TIMING ~
CONNECTING WITH AD STAFF

THE LORD IS ANSWERING OUR PRAYERS! THE DOORS TO OUR NATION’S CARE
HOMES CONTINUE TO REOPEN…

apartment with him, where he gave me a bottle of
apricot wine. While we were talking in the hall, another
resident walked up and joined the conversation. They
were still talking when I left.
Since I am a non-drinker, I gave the bottle to a resident
who regularly has wine at Happy Hour. She was excited
and said she would keep the secret. Now, when I see
Tony, I can honestly say (in truth) that apricot is my
favorite fruit flavor without admitting to not drinking it.
Isn’t God cool the way He can work? ~ A Christian resident
Editor’s note: Isn't this woman the kind of person you'd
love every Christian to be like? In the midst of her life
struggles, she is still focused on brightening the corner
where she is! ~ Pastor Dennis Barta

WE’RE BACK! #3
My teams and I have returned and are serving in three
care homes. It is different than it was before the
pandemic, yet wonderful to be with God’s elderly sheep.
They are so grateful for our visits and Bible fellowship
services. What a joy it is to see the Lord touch the
residents and staff as we share His love and word with them.
Recently, we shared Holy Communion with the residents
in an assisted living facility. One lady was teary when I
offered her the meal. After the service, I asked how she
was doing. Her tears were of gratitude as she told me
that this was the first time she had received Communion
since she moved in to the facility – almost three years
ago. Another lady said the same, and another asked if we
could partake of the sacrament every month. Though I
has initially sensed the Lord was leading me to share this

Toward the end of our senior year in high school, we were required to take a CPR course. The
classes used the well-known mannequin victim, Resusci-Annie, to practice. Typical of most models,
this Resusci-Annie was only the upper half the body, to allow for storage in a carrying case. The class
went off in groups to practice. As instructed, one of my classmates gently shook the doll and asked "Are you
all right?" He then put his ear over the mannequin's mouth to listen for breathing. Suddenly he turned to the instructor
and exclaimed, "She said she can't feel her legs!"
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blessing, I was concerned that some of the residents
would not feel comfortable receiving Communion from a
person not affiliated with their church. The Spirit of God
certainly has a way of intervening when we pray about
the things we have no control over. ~ B.G.

As a staff member of God Cares, I have called many
Activity Directors to offer them our “Words of Comfort
and Encouragement.” So often, when I’ve spoken with
and prayed with them, they conclude the call by saying
to me, “Your timing is perfect. You called at just the
right time. God knew I needed this.” I can sense relief
and peace in their voices, because they just received a
reminder that God loves and cares for them.
It’s only a simple phone call from a stranger who prays
a 30-second prayer of blessing over them. That is all it
takes. We could change the lives of people around us if
we just take a moment wherever we go and whoever
we speak with, to really notice someone and bless
them in some way. No advice, no suggestions, just a
hug, a smile, a compliment, a touch of comfort and
sympathy, a word of prayer or blessing. It is always the
right time to encourage someone! ~ Arlene Sikorski
Our “Words of Comfort and Encouragement” have
been a blessing to many. Here are some of the
responses from our calls and emails to Activity
Directors who are downloading them from our website:
This is such an incredible blessing! Praise God for you!
Our residents and staff members will be so uplifted by
your Bible lessons and I love the greeting cards, too.
Please continue to keep me up to date on any new
materials. We have not been able to have church

WE’RE BACK! #4
Our team is so grateful and excited to be back in our
home!!! After a two-year absence, we weren’t quite sure
what to expect. Things were different, for sure, but to
have the privilege of bringing God’s word back to the
residents, none of the restrictions really seemed to
matter. We adapted.
The residents happily sang along with the old hymns,
were attentive to the message, made comments and
asked questions. They were so grateful to have us there!
Afterward, a resident called me over to tell me how much
our service meant to her, how badly it was needed, and
to ask when we would be back.
It has been a long, difficult and dry season for the
residents… and the staff, too. I felt an underlying sadness
and tiredness lurking within the walls of the home. I am
determined, through the power of Christ, to drive out the
darkness that has crept in… to bring back the joy… to
bring back Jesus!
The need for Jesus’ love in the care homes is substantial
and so very evident. The residents are hungrily awaiting
someone to bring them the Word, along with a kind word
of caring and encouragement, and delivered with a
heartfelt smile. If you are still waiting to return to your
ministry, please don’t wait any longer. The residents so
need you! Please call your Activity Director today and ask
how you might be able to re-start your visitation. You will
be so glad you did! ~ Kim Aukerman

programs in person due to Covid-19. Now, I have
material to put together my own Bible studies. You
made my day and so many others will be blessed!
~ Love, Blessing, and many thanks, Dottie, DE
Our residents love these! They have brought a bright
spot of joy to so many, even residents we weren’t
sure would like them! Thank you so much! ~ Betty, MN
I am so excited - let me tell you - my co-worker and I
just decided to do a streaming Bible study yesterday
and we were putting our heads together to think how
could we get started and then I got your message
offering us your Scripture handouts, and it was like
the Lord saying here’s a little something to help you!
He heard our prayer and answered so quickly!
~ Amy, NJ
These are fabulous! I'm so glad you called. The
residents are going to LOVE them! It has been a
difficult time to be in healthcare, but support like this
means the world to the residents and the staff. Thank
you so much again! ~ Joyce, DE

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY:
We are accepting resumes for a part time position on our
team (approximately 30 hours/week with potential for full
time). Applicants must possess an abiding faith in the Lord
Jesus, and a caring heart for the elderly.
The primary objectives of this position are to participate in
contacting Activity Directors as part of our outreach team,
and to assist with various clerical tasks. Applicant must be
proficient in Microsoft Office and possess effective
communication, organizational and relational skills.
To submit your resume, email info@GodCaresMinistry.com
or send to: God Cares Ministry, P.O. Box 355, Avon Lake,
OH 44012 *No phone calls please.

Not to us, O LORD, not to us
but to your name be the glory,
because of your love and
faithfulness. ~ Psalm 115:1
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NEVER ALONE
Lisa had been in my Bible study for over 15 years. When
I met her, she was casual about her Christian faith, but
grew closer to Jesus as the years went on, and she
always prayed the most beautiful prayers. She was
always thinking of other people and caring for them. Just
six months ago, she was in an assisted living apartment,
but now has heart failure, cancer, is getting weaker
every day and is nearing the end of her life.
Right after Christmas, I went to visit her in the care
home. I had to mask, glove and gown but I was
determined to see her. And though it was uncomfortable
and distracting, it was so worth it to go in to see her!
When I first arrived, Lisa could hardly talk, but as we
talked her voice got clearer and stronger and more
animated and soon we were laughing out loud!
She is one of the most isolated people in the world, yet
the joy of the Lord was so palpable in her. I had asked
some of her friends to send cards. They did, but none of
the cards had been opened. As I opened them and read
aloud the long, wonderful messages, big tears fell out of
her eyes onto the bed - but she smiled at the same time.

Lisa was always a very social person. When I asked her
how she coped with the isolation, especially during
Christmas, she said, “It was wonderful. On Christmas
Day I had the greatest peace I could imagine, the peace
of Jesus.”
Her feet are planted on the solid Rock and she has no
fear as she approaches death. Just joy. She is an expert
in the old hymns and so many of them speak of heaven.
She kept thinking of all the wonderful Christmases she
had, but not mourning.
I thought of the apostle Paul. When he wrote the book of
Philippians, he was in a dungeon, chained to a Roman
soldier and yet in Philippians he mentions joy 13 times.
He knew how to rejoice in every situation. May we
continue to share God’s word, so that our dear friends
will always have hope in Jesus; the giver of true joy.
~ Mary Bowman, OH

WE’RE BACK! #1
Finally, we are back to gathering in Jesus’ name! I’m so
thankful we now have a consistent weekly group church
activity with songs and Scriptures. It is good and right to
have fellowship within our nursing home again. Being
back reminds me of Jeremiah 33:11 where the people of
the nursing homes that used to be in spiritual desolation
from Covid-19 are now, once again, being ministered to
by caring friends! Knowing the residents are being fed the
truth regularly gives me hope that our great God is at
work through his Spirit in the lives of those inside these
walls. Now that I’m back, my humble prayer is, “Lord use
me to spread the love of Jesus to the residents, staff,
their families, and friends. Amen!” I am richly blessed
knowing I’m doing the will of God in remembering the
least of these in their distress. ~ Max Eble
WE’RE BACK! #2
After two long years, the Activity Director of our care
center was finally able to open the door for us to return to
minister. We are now meeting each Wednesday morning
with a small (so far) group of residents. What a joy it is to
meet face to face... and although we all wear masks, we
sense the smiles on the faces of each resident as we
sing the hymns once again, all together. In fact, we can
see the smiles in their eyes.
This week Pastor Tom shared a devotional on "Change"
from chapter one of the “God Cares for You” book. Three
of the residents shared about a major change they had
experienced in their life. Though their changes were very
difficult, each one also gave praise to God for guiding
them through those seasons. It was such an encouraging
time for all of us.
How wonderful to return to this ministry with residents
who have missed and hungered for Christian fellowship
and to hear the word of God. We look forward to each
meeting, and are grateful and truly blessed.
~ Patty Hawley from Sonshine Society

STILL SHINING THE LIGHT
When I moved into the nursing facility, I was warned by
the other residents that Tony didn’t speak to others, and
that he keeps to himself. This man, who was from New
York, usually sits outside the main door, smoking. I
decided that when I went out for dialysis, I would say
hello to him. After a week, he started saying hello back,
and even talking about being from NY, where people
aren’t very friendly.
Now we are having conversations -- in one of them, he
mentioned getting some shrimp, but not having any
cocktail sauce to go with them. A couple days later, I
was at the store, and got him a bottle. He was so
surprised, and couldn’t thank me enough, stating that
New Yorkers didn’t give unless they got. On St Patrick’s
Day, we talked about corned beef sandwiches, and I
told him my favorite place. When I picked up a
sandwich for myself, I got him one, too, and he was so
surprised, thanking me for thinking of him. A couple
days later, he was waiting for me when I returned from
dialysis, and said he had something for me. I went to his
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apartment with him, where he gave me a bottle of
apricot wine. While we were talking in the hall, another
resident walked up and joined the conversation. They
were still talking when I left.
Since I am a non-drinker, I gave the bottle to a resident
who regularly has wine at Happy Hour. She was excited
and said she would keep the secret. Now, when I see
Tony, I can honestly say (in truth) that apricot is my
favorite fruit flavor without admitting to not drinking it.
Isn’t God cool the way He can work? ~ A Christian resident
Editor’s note: Isn't this woman the kind of person you'd
love every Christian to be like? In the midst of her life
struggles, she is still focused on brightening the corner
where she is! ~ Pastor Dennis Barta

WE’RE BACK! #3
My teams and I have returned and are serving in three
care homes. It is different than it was before the
pandemic, yet wonderful to be with God’s elderly sheep.
They are so grateful for our visits and Bible fellowship
services. What a joy it is to see the Lord touch the
residents and staff as we share His love and word with them.
Recently, we shared Holy Communion with the residents
in an assisted living facility. One lady was teary when I
offered her the meal. After the service, I asked how she
was doing. Her tears were of gratitude as she told me
that this was the first time she had received Communion
since she moved in to the facility – almost three years
ago. Another lady said the same, and another asked if we
could partake of the sacrament every month. Though I
has initially sensed the Lord was leading me to share this

Toward the end of our senior year in high school, we were required to take a CPR course. The
classes used the well-known mannequin victim, Resusci-Annie, to practice. Typical of most models,
this Resusci-Annie was only the upper half the body, to allow for storage in a carrying case. The class
went off in groups to practice. As instructed, one of my classmates gently shook the doll and asked "Are you
all right?" He then put his ear over the mannequin's mouth to listen for breathing. Suddenly he turned to the instructor
and exclaimed, "She said she can't feel her legs!"
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blessing, I was concerned that some of the residents
would not feel comfortable receiving Communion from a
person not affiliated with their church. The Spirit of God
certainly has a way of intervening when we pray about
the things we have no control over. ~ B.G.

As a staff member of God Cares, I have called many
Activity Directors to offer them our “Words of Comfort
and Encouragement.” So often, when I’ve spoken with
and prayed with them, they conclude the call by saying
to me, “Your timing is perfect. You called at just the
right time. God knew I needed this.” I can sense relief
and peace in their voices, because they just received a
reminder that God loves and cares for them.
It’s only a simple phone call from a stranger who prays
a 30-second prayer of blessing over them. That is all it
takes. We could change the lives of people around us if
we just take a moment wherever we go and whoever
we speak with, to really notice someone and bless
them in some way. No advice, no suggestions, just a
hug, a smile, a compliment, a touch of comfort and
sympathy, a word of prayer or blessing. It is always the
right time to encourage someone! ~ Arlene Sikorski
Our “Words of Comfort and Encouragement” have
been a blessing to many. Here are some of the
responses from our calls and emails to Activity
Directors who are downloading them from our website:
This is such an incredible blessing! Praise God for you!
Our residents and staff members will be so uplifted by
your Bible lessons and I love the greeting cards, too.
Please continue to keep me up to date on any new
materials. We have not been able to have church

WE’RE BACK! #4
Our team is so grateful and excited to be back in our
home!!! After a two-year absence, we weren’t quite sure
what to expect. Things were different, for sure, but to
have the privilege of bringing God’s word back to the
residents, none of the restrictions really seemed to
matter. We adapted.
The residents happily sang along with the old hymns,
were attentive to the message, made comments and
asked questions. They were so grateful to have us there!
Afterward, a resident called me over to tell me how much
our service meant to her, how badly it was needed, and
to ask when we would be back.
It has been a long, difficult and dry season for the
residents… and the staff, too. I felt an underlying sadness
and tiredness lurking within the walls of the home. I am
determined, through the power of Christ, to drive out the
darkness that has crept in… to bring back the joy… to
bring back Jesus!
The need for Jesus’ love in the care homes is substantial
and so very evident. The residents are hungrily awaiting
someone to bring them the Word, along with a kind word
of caring and encouragement, and delivered with a
heartfelt smile. If you are still waiting to return to your
ministry, please don’t wait any longer. The residents so
need you! Please call your Activity Director today and ask
how you might be able to re-start your visitation. You will
be so glad you did! ~ Kim Aukerman

programs in person due to Covid-19. Now, I have
material to put together my own Bible studies. You
made my day and so many others will be blessed!
~ Love, Blessing, and many thanks, Dottie, DE
Our residents love these! They have brought a bright
spot of joy to so many, even residents we weren’t
sure would like them! Thank you so much! ~ Betty, MN
I am so excited - let me tell you - my co-worker and I
just decided to do a streaming Bible study yesterday
and we were putting our heads together to think how
could we get started and then I got your message
offering us your Scripture handouts, and it was like
the Lord saying here’s a little something to help you!
He heard our prayer and answered so quickly!
~ Amy, NJ
These are fabulous! I'm so glad you called. The
residents are going to LOVE them! It has been a
difficult time to be in healthcare, but support like this
means the world to the residents and the staff. Thank
you so much again! ~ Joyce, DE

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY:
We are accepting resumes for a part time position on our
team (approximately 30 hours/week with potential for full
time). Applicants must possess an abiding faith in the Lord
Jesus, and a caring heart for the elderly.
The primary objectives of this position are to participate in
contacting Activity Directors as part of our outreach team,
and to assist with various clerical tasks. Applicant must be
proficient in Microsoft Office and possess effective
communication, organizational and relational skills.
To submit your resume, email info@GodCaresMinistry.com
or send to: God Cares Ministry, P.O. Box 355, Avon Lake,
OH 44012 *No phone calls please.
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NEVER ALONE
Lisa had been in my Bible study for over 15 years. When
I met her, she was casual about her Christian faith, but
grew closer to Jesus as the years went on, and she
always prayed the most beautiful prayers. She was
always thinking of other people and caring for them. Just
six months ago, she was in an assisted living apartment,
but now has heart failure, cancer, is getting weaker
every day and is nearing the end of her life.
Right after Christmas, I went to visit her in the care
home. I had to mask, glove and gown but I was
determined to see her. And though it was uncomfortable
and distracting, it was so worth it to go in to see her!
When I first arrived, Lisa could hardly talk, but as we
talked her voice got clearer and stronger and more
animated and soon we were laughing out loud!
She is one of the most isolated people in the world, yet
the joy of the Lord was so palpable in her. I had asked
some of her friends to send cards. They did, but none of
the cards had been opened. As I opened them and read
aloud the long, wonderful messages, big tears fell out of
her eyes onto the bed - but she smiled at the same time.

Lisa was always a very social person. When I asked her
how she coped with the isolation, especially during
Christmas, she said, “It was wonderful. On Christmas
Day I had the greatest peace I could imagine, the peace
of Jesus.”
Her feet are planted on the solid Rock and she has no
fear as she approaches death. Just joy. She is an expert
in the old hymns and so many of them speak of heaven.
She kept thinking of all the wonderful Christmases she
had, but not mourning.
I thought of the apostle Paul. When he wrote the book of
Philippians, he was in a dungeon, chained to a Roman
soldier and yet in Philippians he mentions joy 13 times.
He knew how to rejoice in every situation. May we
continue to share God’s word, so that our dear friends
will always have hope in Jesus; the giver of true joy.
~ Mary Bowman, OH

WE’RE BACK! #1
Finally, we are back to gathering in Jesus’ name! I’m so
thankful we now have a consistent weekly group church
activity with songs and Scriptures. It is good and right to
have fellowship within our nursing home again. Being
back reminds me of Jeremiah 33:11 where the people of
the nursing homes that used to be in spiritual desolation
from Covid-19 are now, once again, being ministered to
by caring friends! Knowing the residents are being fed the
truth regularly gives me hope that our great God is at
work through his Spirit in the lives of those inside these
walls. Now that I’m back, my humble prayer is, “Lord use
me to spread the love of Jesus to the residents, staff,
their families, and friends. Amen!” I am richly blessed
knowing I’m doing the will of God in remembering the
least of these in their distress. ~ Max Eble
WE’RE BACK! #2
After two long years, the Activity Director of our care
center was finally able to open the door for us to return to
minister. We are now meeting each Wednesday morning
with a small (so far) group of residents. What a joy it is to
meet face to face... and although we all wear masks, we
sense the smiles on the faces of each resident as we
sing the hymns once again, all together. In fact, we can
see the smiles in their eyes.
This week Pastor Tom shared a devotional on "Change"
from chapter one of the “God Cares for You” book. Three
of the residents shared about a major change they had
experienced in their life. Though their changes were very
difficult, each one also gave praise to God for guiding
them through those seasons. It was such an encouraging
time for all of us.
How wonderful to return to this ministry with residents
who have missed and hungered for Christian fellowship
and to hear the word of God. We look forward to each
meeting, and are grateful and truly blessed.
~ Patty Hawley from Sonshine Society

STILL SHINING THE LIGHT
When I moved into the nursing facility, I was warned by
the other residents that Tony didn’t speak to others, and
that he keeps to himself. This man, who was from New
York, usually sits outside the main door, smoking. I
decided that when I went out for dialysis, I would say
hello to him. After a week, he started saying hello back,
and even talking about being from NY, where people
aren’t very friendly.
Now we are having conversations -- in one of them, he
mentioned getting some shrimp, but not having any
cocktail sauce to go with them. A couple days later, I
was at the store, and got him a bottle. He was so
surprised, and couldn’t thank me enough, stating that
New Yorkers didn’t give unless they got. On St Patrick’s
Day, we talked about corned beef sandwiches, and I
told him my favorite place. When I picked up a
sandwich for myself, I got him one, too, and he was so
surprised, thanking me for thinking of him. A couple
days later, he was waiting for me when I returned from
dialysis, and said he had something for me. I went to his

ALWAYS HIS PERFECT TIMING ~
CONNECTING WITH AD STAFF

THE LORD IS ANSWERING OUR PRAYERS! THE DOORS TO OUR NATION’S CARE
HOMES CONTINUE TO REOPEN…

apartment with him, where he gave me a bottle of
apricot wine. While we were talking in the hall, another
resident walked up and joined the conversation. They
were still talking when I left.
Since I am a non-drinker, I gave the bottle to a resident
who regularly has wine at Happy Hour. She was excited
and said she would keep the secret. Now, when I see
Tony, I can honestly say (in truth) that apricot is my
favorite fruit flavor without admitting to not drinking it.
Isn’t God cool the way He can work? ~ A Christian resident
Editor’s note: Isn't this woman the kind of person you'd
love every Christian to be like? In the midst of her life
struggles, she is still focused on brightening the corner
where she is! ~ Pastor Dennis Barta

WE’RE BACK! #3
My teams and I have returned and are serving in three
care homes. It is different than it was before the
pandemic, yet wonderful to be with God’s elderly sheep.
They are so grateful for our visits and Bible fellowship
services. What a joy it is to see the Lord touch the
residents and staff as we share His love and word with them.
Recently, we shared Holy Communion with the residents
in an assisted living facility. One lady was teary when I
offered her the meal. After the service, I asked how she
was doing. Her tears were of gratitude as she told me
that this was the first time she had received Communion
since she moved in to the facility – almost three years
ago. Another lady said the same, and another asked if we
could partake of the sacrament every month. Though I
has initially sensed the Lord was leading me to share this

Toward the end of our senior year in high school, we were required to take a CPR course. The
classes used the well-known mannequin victim, Resusci-Annie, to practice. Typical of most models,
this Resusci-Annie was only the upper half the body, to allow for storage in a carrying case. The class
went off in groups to practice. As instructed, one of my classmates gently shook the doll and asked "Are you
all right?" He then put his ear over the mannequin's mouth to listen for breathing. Suddenly he turned to the instructor
and exclaimed, "She said she can't feel her legs!"
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blessing, I was concerned that some of the residents
would not feel comfortable receiving Communion from a
person not affiliated with their church. The Spirit of God
certainly has a way of intervening when we pray about
the things we have no control over. ~ B.G.

As a staff member of God Cares, I have called many
Activity Directors to offer them our “Words of Comfort
and Encouragement.” So often, when I’ve spoken with
and prayed with them, they conclude the call by saying
to me, “Your timing is perfect. You called at just the
right time. God knew I needed this.” I can sense relief
and peace in their voices, because they just received a
reminder that God loves and cares for them.
It’s only a simple phone call from a stranger who prays
a 30-second prayer of blessing over them. That is all it
takes. We could change the lives of people around us if
we just take a moment wherever we go and whoever
we speak with, to really notice someone and bless
them in some way. No advice, no suggestions, just a
hug, a smile, a compliment, a touch of comfort and
sympathy, a word of prayer or blessing. It is always the
right time to encourage someone! ~ Arlene Sikorski
Our “Words of Comfort and Encouragement” have
been a blessing to many. Here are some of the
responses from our calls and emails to Activity
Directors who are downloading them from our website:
This is such an incredible blessing! Praise God for you!
Our residents and staff members will be so uplifted by
your Bible lessons and I love the greeting cards, too.
Please continue to keep me up to date on any new
materials. We have not been able to have church

WE’RE BACK! #4
Our team is so grateful and excited to be back in our
home!!! After a two-year absence, we weren’t quite sure
what to expect. Things were different, for sure, but to
have the privilege of bringing God’s word back to the
residents, none of the restrictions really seemed to
matter. We adapted.
The residents happily sang along with the old hymns,
were attentive to the message, made comments and
asked questions. They were so grateful to have us there!
Afterward, a resident called me over to tell me how much
our service meant to her, how badly it was needed, and
to ask when we would be back.
It has been a long, difficult and dry season for the
residents… and the staff, too. I felt an underlying sadness
and tiredness lurking within the walls of the home. I am
determined, through the power of Christ, to drive out the
darkness that has crept in… to bring back the joy… to
bring back Jesus!
The need for Jesus’ love in the care homes is substantial
and so very evident. The residents are hungrily awaiting
someone to bring them the Word, along with a kind word
of caring and encouragement, and delivered with a
heartfelt smile. If you are still waiting to return to your
ministry, please don’t wait any longer. The residents so
need you! Please call your Activity Director today and ask
how you might be able to re-start your visitation. You will
be so glad you did! ~ Kim Aukerman

programs in person due to Covid-19. Now, I have
material to put together my own Bible studies. You
made my day and so many others will be blessed!
~ Love, Blessing, and many thanks, Dottie, DE
Our residents love these! They have brought a bright
spot of joy to so many, even residents we weren’t
sure would like them! Thank you so much! ~ Betty, MN
I am so excited - let me tell you - my co-worker and I
just decided to do a streaming Bible study yesterday
and we were putting our heads together to think how
could we get started and then I got your message
offering us your Scripture handouts, and it was like
the Lord saying here’s a little something to help you!
He heard our prayer and answered so quickly!
~ Amy, NJ
These are fabulous! I'm so glad you called. The
residents are going to LOVE them! It has been a
difficult time to be in healthcare, but support like this
means the world to the residents and the staff. Thank
you so much again! ~ Joyce, DE

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY:
We are accepting resumes for a part time position on our
team (approximately 30 hours/week with potential for full
time). Applicants must possess an abiding faith in the Lord
Jesus, and a caring heart for the elderly.
The primary objectives of this position are to participate in
contacting Activity Directors as part of our outreach team,
and to assist with various clerical tasks. Applicant must be
proficient in Microsoft Office and possess effective
communication, organizational and relational skills.
To submit your resume, email info@GodCaresMinistry.com
or send to: God Cares Ministry, P.O. Box 355, Avon Lake,
OH 44012 *No phone calls please.

Not to us, O LORD, not to us
but to your name be the glory,
because of your love and
faithfulness. ~ Psalm 115:1
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God Cares Ministry
P.O. Box 355
Avon Lake, OH 44012
info@GodCaresMinistry.com
www.GodCaresMinistry.com
440-930-2173

A GIFT TO SHARE

David Hernandez
From Linda Hernandez

John Anderson
From James Anderson

Carolyn Rountree
From Fran Palffy

Anna Thomay
Eleanor Varga
From Bob & Rosemary
Thomay

George J. Poulson
From Janet Stocker

Irma Hammer
From Mary Green

Mary & Richard Sale
From Sue Connelly

Amy Swanbeck Silver
From Chaplain Gloria Kaiser

Don & Betty Jo Mathis
From The Mathis Family
Bill & Cathy Goodrich
Teri L. Hunzeker

Edith Bushi
From The Bushi Family
Bill & Cathy Goodrich

Greenery Residents
From Margaret & Robert
Lambalot

David Williamson
Jim Engelbert
From Mona Williamson

Henrie Mae Bell
From Anthony Quinn Bell

One of the resources that many care home missionaries are using to
disciple residents is the “God Cares for You” ministry book. Here are
comments from those who have been reading/sharing it:
“I was so blessed to be able to share “God Cares for You” with my
residents. I was surprised at the depth of sharing that the stories brought
out as we went through each chapter. I watched as the Lord drew this
group of residents closer to each other, and closer to Him. It was an
amazing thing to witness!” ~ A care team leader
“I was really impressed to read all 84 pages, and what I’m going to do is
go out and spread the Gospel to other people. I really am going to do it!
More people need to know about God and Jesus!” ~ A resident
“Thank you so much for the “God Cares for You” book. WHAT A
TREASURE! It is compassionate, warm, uplifting and compelling. I felt
drawn in by the hope and love in the Scripture and stories used. It was a
blessing to me!” ~ A resident
“The seniors found your book so helpful: it is large font for ease of reading,
has thought provoking chapter titles, beautiful and inspiring pictures,
personal stories that touched the heart/mind/soul, honesty and
transparency in discussing painful issues and helpful Bible verses/prayers/
songs. THANK YOU!” ~ A care team leader
Would you like to use this book to help one or more of your residents
grow closer to Jesus?
We will provide a free copy to any Christian willing to pledge two things:
1) That you will prayerfully read through the book and become familiar with
the topics and related Bible verses.
2) That you will prayerfully share
the book with a resident of a
care home.
We will provide helpful guidance
and prayer support as you step
out in faith to plant your seed.
You may request your free
ministry book and guidelines by
contacting us at God Cares
Ministry at:
GodCaresMinistry.com or
440-653-5293.

Your prayers and your acts of
charity have come up as a
memorial offering before God.
~ Acts 10:4
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Now to him
who is able to
do far more
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than all that we
ask or think,
according to
the power at
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AVAILABLE IN DIGITAL
FORMAT
Three of the Sonshine’s ministry helps are now available as
Downloadable PDFs:
� “Strength & Peace” – A giant print Scripture devotional
� “Hope & Help” and “Onward & Upward” – Bible lessons with
stories, poems and anecdotes
Still available in spiral-bound paperback, but now conveniently available
in a downloadable PDF format.
Visit our online store at: GodCaresMinistry.com Click on Sonshine
Resources.

“Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will
be done, on
earth as it is
in Heaven.”
Matthew 6:10
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What if God actually answered all the prayers
that you prayed in Jesus’ Name? Should we
not pray, in faith, as if He will? He has
promised to answer us if we gather in his
name to pray for His will and purpose to be
accomplished in this world.
I trust that you could agree that it is God’s will
that the people who are confined to nursing
homes are visited and cared for. Yet, there are
still thousands of care homes that have not yet
been adopted by a church. It is estimated that
in the USA, over 1,250,000 residents are
spending their last days in a care home,
without a Christian friend to help them find
hope and peace in Jesus.
Prayer is essential! Several years ago, I felt
that my personal prayer time was not what I
thought it should have been. My mind often
tends to wander while I'm praying... So, I
invited our staff and board members to pray
with me. Now, once a week, we pray together
on a conference call. It's simple… I share a
brief devotional, and we each take some time
to pray. The call lasts about 45 minutes. It's a
wonderful time where each of us carries our
concerns before the Lord. I can testify with
emphatic confidence that the Lord is faithful in
hearing and granting our requests. He
answers prayer!
Would you be willing to share in a simple
approach to praying for the care home
residents and those whom He is calling to
serve and minister to them? Below is a list of
prayers we have been praying. Rather than
praying the whole list, would you pray one or
more of these on a regular basis? Perhaps
you can include one at your family’s meal
prayer time, or add one to your church’s list.
� That Our Father’s Kingdom will come and
His will be done in every care home.
� That God would obliterate COVID from
the Earth.

March/April 2022

� That God would remove the unnecessary
mandates imposed on nursing homes,
which have greatly hindered the Good
News of Jesus from being shared by local
church outreach teams.
� That the Lord of the harvest will send
forth an army of missionaries for this
harvest field.
� That God Cares Ministry would clearly
discern the Lord’s will in serving and
equipping this army.
� That the Lord would bless the care home
staff, who are amazingly overworked, with
His grace and peace. They need His
blessing as much as the residents do.
� That every care home would be able to
maintain adequate staffing and care for
the residents.

The nursing home mission field is a great work
of God. Millions of lives have been touched by
His faithful servants since the early 70’s. The
COVID mountain has brought on many
challenges, but Jesus promised that we would
be able to move mountains in His name. I
believe that such great movements begin and
are upheld by the prayers of His followers. So,
please include one or more of these in your
conversations with the Lord. May the will of
God be fulfilled in every care home! And may
our Lord Jesus make your joy complete as
you see Him answer your prayers offered in
love. In His service with you,Chaplain Bill
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transparency in discussing painful issues and helpful Bible verses/prayers/
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Would you like to use this book to help one or more of your residents
grow closer to Jesus?
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without a Christian friend to help them find
hope and peace in Jesus.
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that my personal prayer time was not what I
thought it should have been. My mind often
tends to wander while I'm praying... So, I
invited our staff and board members to pray
with me. Now, once a week, we pray together
on a conference call. It's simple… I share a
brief devotional, and we each take some time
to pray. The call lasts about 45 minutes. It's a
wonderful time where each of us carries our
concerns before the Lord. I can testify with
emphatic confidence that the Lord is faithful in
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Would you be willing to share in a simple
approach to praying for the care home
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His will be done in every care home.
� That God would obliterate COVID from
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mandates imposed on nursing homes,
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News of Jesus from being shared by local
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� That the Lord of the harvest will send
forth an army of missionaries for this
harvest field.
� That God Cares Ministry would clearly
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� That the Lord would bless the care home
staff, who are amazingly overworked, with
His grace and peace. They need His
blessing as much as the residents do.
� That every care home would be able to
maintain adequate staffing and care for
the residents.

The nursing home mission field is a great work
of God. Millions of lives have been touched by
His faithful servants since the early 70’s. The
COVID mountain has brought on many
challenges, but Jesus promised that we would
be able to move mountains in His name. I
believe that such great movements begin and
are upheld by the prayers of His followers. So,
please include one or more of these in your
conversations with the Lord. May the will of
God be fulfilled in every care home! And may
our Lord Jesus make your joy complete as
you see Him answer your prayers offered in
love. In His service with you,Chaplain Bill

