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Encouraging, instructing and informing those serving in nursing home ministry

GREATER THINGS
The Spirit of the
Lord is on me,
because he has
anointed me to
preach good
news to the poor.
He has sent me to
proclaim freedom
for the prisoners
and recovery of
sight for the blind,
to release the
oppressed, to
proclaim the year
of the Lord’s
favor. ~ Luke 4:18-19

See our new
YouTube Channel
for training,
recruiting and
inspirational videos.

YouTube.com/user
/GodCaresMinistry

We encourage you
to comment, share
and like
our
videos; even
subscribe to our
channel to help
spread the word.

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God…
And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace
and truth. ~ John 1:1 & 14
In Him was life, and the life was the light of
men. ~ John 1:4
The powerful eternal Word of God descended to
earth as a baby in a humble stable. Jesus came to
bring the Kingdom of God to earth, and what a
glorious Kingdom He revealed to us!
What a wonder it must have been for people to
actually see Jesus! He healed multitudes, no matter
how tormenting their spiritual, mental or physical
illness. He comforted the grieving. He forgave the
guilty. He gave hope to the hopeless. He ministered
life and love to everyone who sought it. He
welcomed everyone who came to Him - children,
outcasts, and lepers – no one was excluded.
After a mere 3 years of public ministry, Jesus
announced to His disciples that He was going away.
As they marveled at this, He included that it was
better for them that He went away. What?!? How in
the world could it be better that Jesus was leaving?!?
“I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I
go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will
not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to
you.” ~ John 16:7
So that is why it is better that Jesus ascended back
to His Father; so He could send His Holy Spirit, The
Helper, The Comforter, The Counselor, The Spirit of
Truth - to live in us!
Jesus, our Immanuel, has come to this world in a
man, and He continues in this world - in His
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humble followers. He was known by His love,
words and power. He is still known by His love,
words and power.
God is Spirit and the fruit of His Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control. Yes! We are His temple
on earth, the place where His glory dwells. We are
walking, talking, living, loving containers of God
Himself. What an amazing privilege!!!
Jesus told His disciples that they would do greater
things than He was doing. (John 14:12) This is hard
to imagine when we see the physical healings as the
greatest works of Jesus. But what is greater than the
works of helping a person find eternal life in Jesus?
What is greater than being an agent of Truth that
helps others grow closer and deeper in Christ?
These works could not have been done until Jesus
finished His work on the cross. Now that “It is
finished” we have much good (and great) work to do.
Brothers and sisters, Christmas happens every day
that a person receives Christ into their heart; every
time a sinner turns from darkness to walk in the
Light of Life.
I marvel at the greater things I see the Holy Spirit
doing through His humble servants in hundreds of
care homes across this nation. May the Lord bless
you all as you abide in Him and share His Word. ~ B.G.

GIVING AND RECEIVING
As God gave us the most perfect gift that first Christmas, we give the gift of ourselves to others, and in the beauty of God’s design, they
in turn give back to us! This beautiful circle of giving and receiving, loving and caring, is what Christian community is. Enjoy these next
four testimonies of how volunteers and residents both give to each other and receive from each other. We may think of nursing home
ministry as one-sided, but it is not. Volunteers and residents are joined together in mutual friendship and love, just as our Lord intended
us to be.

THE THREE AMIGOS
I joined the Sonshine nursing home ministry in the spring of 2017. My
friend, Martha, was already a part of this ministry and had established a
relationship with Dan, one of the residents. The three of us, now the “Three
Amigos”, began to have lunch together after the worship service. We
would meet in one of the lounges and have pizza or Chinese for lunch.
Laughter, sharing what God was doing in our lives, Scripture and prayer
were the real priorities during our time together.
Dan suffered indescribable pain in his neck, back and head. He would ask
us to pray for him, but he never dwelled on the negative.
July 9th of this year, the “Three Amigos” were going to have lunch. Martha
couldn’t make it and Dan wanted to go out and get some fresh air. I picked
him up and we went to lunch. We talked, laughed, prayed and ate. I took
him back, we hugged and said, “I love you.”
A few weeks later, Martha went to see him. The employees at the nursing
home said he had passed.
Dan was such a blessing to Martha and me, never focusing on his pain; he
would always thank God and give Him the glory. We are happy Dan is no
longer in pain and is now in the presence of Almighty God in Heaven.
We miss him, his tender heart, helping others at the nursing home and his amazing love for His Savior.
Thank you, Dan, for blessing us.
~ Two of the Three Amigos,
Martha Nass and Hazel Reese

WITH MUCH GRATITUDE…
Because of your donations, our lonely
neighbors are receiving life-giving
fellowship and friendship through the
ministry of trained volunteers.
Thousands of residents are visited all
year long by these compassionate
missionaries who are sharing God’s
Word, and providing a sense of
belonging, purpose and dignity. Our
elderly neighbors enter the care homes feeling lost and alone.
It is a great comfort for them to find that they can belong to a
faith community right within the walls of the home. What a
difference you are making!
It is through your prayers and faithful giving that the Lord
allows God Cares Ministry to continue. We are so grateful for

your ongoing support. If you have not already done so, please
consider a year-end gift to help us reach more residents in the
coming year. Thank you!

May God’s Kingdom come and His will be done in
and through all of us!

IN THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT
I was extremely nervous the first time I walked
into the nursing home to begin our church
ministry. We had met as a care team for months,
praying for and planning the ministry and the first
steps we would take to get it started.
Theoretically, it sounded great! But when it came
time to actually step foot into the facility, I was
terrified! How do I talk and relate to the residents?
Will they hear and understand me? Is this ministry
going to make a difference in their lives? Will I
say the right thing? These are just a few of the
many questions and fears I
had. I remember thinking,
“Lord…are you sure this
ministry is for me?!?”
He answered me with a
big, “YES!” I can honestly
say that I have never felt
my service fall more in line
with God’s will than when I
am within the walls of the
nursing home I was once

so timid to enter. Even from that very first visit, it
has been so evident that it is God’s power, not
mine, that touches the souls there. When I give a
resident a hug or pat on the shoulder, it is Christ’s
touch through me. It doesn’t matter what words I
say as I stand in front of the room full of residents,
how awkward I might sound in my opening prayer,
or how out of tune my voice is as I lead worship,
because it is the power behind the words and the
Spirit of God that is working there. I have been on
overseas missions for months at a time, yet never
have I felt God’s presence as I do when I am
serving in the nursing home. ~ Erin Hubbard
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THE LOVE
RETURNED

Rachel Cook

Tina is a longtime care home volunteer. She leads worship and prepares a devotional every week for
residents. Tina’s husband was just diagnosed with cancer and she had to miss a few weeks with the
residents to take care of him.
But this week, her husband was feeling well enough for her to leave him long enough to share a
devotional with residents. When she went to the care home, she was warmly received by the residents
who all wanted to give her a hug and words of encouragement. Tina said, “It turned out that I needed to
be there as much as they needed me there.”
Jesus said that it is more blessed to give than to receive. But when we give, we often receive back.
Tina, in her loving service to residents in their hour of need, had become their beloved friend. And in
her own time of need, she received love and caring back from them! ~ A.S.
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BACK HOME AGAIN
I took a year off from this ministry to help raise our
newborn twin daughters. I didn’t think I would
return. Circumstances led me to return. My first
Sunday back was rough, if I’m honest. Nine of the
twelve in our church were new since my last
service a year ago. Most of the regulars had gone
on to meet Jesus. I began to question why in the
world I would subject myself to this again. After
all, my two oldest children could use some help in
the junior high ministry at church, right?
As these thoughts crept in, Daisy pulled my
sleeve and asked if I needed an usher. “An

Grace Moorman

Usher?” She said she really wants to serve in
church. Next week she wants to help serve
Communion. I tell her, “Of course!” Just then,
Becky stands from her organ bench to ask if she
can take the hymnal with her to learn music for
some new songs. My heart leapt in my chest
signaling this is where I need to be.
Eight years ago this December, I gave my life to
Jesus. This nursing home is where God opened
His door and dropped me off. I left this home for
a year, and now am back. It feels good to be
home! Thank you God Cares Ministry for being
there since the beginning.
~ Matt Wilson
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Arise, shine, for your light
has come, and the glory of
the LORD rises upon you.
~ Isaiah 60:1
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