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Over 25 years of equipping the Church to share the love and word of Jesus in senior adult care homes

GOD’S GIFT FOR US
In Him was
life, and the
life was the
light of men.
The light
shines in the
darkness, and
the darkness
has not
overcome it.
~ John 1:4-5

Never Too Late
Over 60 short stories
about nursing home
residents, staff,
volunteers & families.
These real-life stories
of faith, hope & love
would be a great gift
to inspire & encourage
caregivers who are so
faithfully serving our
seniors.
Available at:
GodCaresMinistry.com

As I consider the present darkness
in the world, I think back on
those whose stories of tribulation
were shared with us in the Bible:
● Daniel and the nation of
Judah, held captive (quarantined)
in Babylon for 70 years
● Moses, the man of God, trapped between the sea
and the most powerful army of their time
● David, a man after God's heart, spending years
fleeing for his life from Saul and his army
● Joseph, a righteous man, learning that his fiancé
was pregnant
● The great Apostle Paul, beaten and imprisoned
numerous times for telling people about Jesus
The list of dark and difficult times revealed in the
Bible is never-ending. We can read these stories with
anticipated wonder, watching and marveling as God
turns things from bad to good. It is important to
realize, however, that the brief time we spend reading
such events does not afford us the ability to
experience the actual hardships and pains these
people endured.
As this unprecedented year comes to an end, we are
all faced with our own list of difficulties. Hardships
that are impacting some people (such as nursing
home residents) are far deeper than can be known or
understood by others.
Our Lord Jesus was not spared from hardships. From
birth to His resurrection, He faced temptation,
defamation of character, ridicule, and death threats,
which ended in a heinous death. Just before He
faced His darkest hours of persecution in crucifixion,
Jesus gave this directive: In this world you will have
tribulation, but take heart, I have overcome the world.
(John 16:33.) He was reminding us that if we keep
our eyes fixed on Him, and abide in His Words, we
will not succumb to our own tribulations.
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There is a spiritual virus of division spreading
rampantly throughout our nation, and as we journey
through the unrest and uncertainty, we find that the
more we listen to the world’s commentary to remedy
our situation, the darker our perspective becomes.
Therefore, we must turn to Jesus, the Light given
from our Father in Heaven, who has good plans for
His children. He sent Jesus to redeem us and lead
us, and He is able to do everything He intends to do.
Nothing can thwart the plans of Almighty God!
Jesus declared that He would build His Church on
the rock solid foundation of faith. Upon this rock,
Jesus is building His Church, and nothing will prevent
His plans and purposes.

Since Jesus is the Light of the world, we can be sure that
the future is going to unfold just as He declared. Our
daily choice to trust God’s Light, enough to live in Him in
all circumstances, will turn out extremely well. For we
know that Jesus loves us, He is faithful to His Word, and
He is capable to fulfill every single one of His promises.
Let us be like the wise men from the East and follow
the Light, until we see His face and rejoice in the
amazing privilege to lay our crowns and gifts at His
feet and worship Him...forevermore! ~ B.G.
Turn your eyes upon Jesus
Look full into His wonderful face
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim
In the light of His glory and grace.
~Helen H. Lemmel

HIDDEN TREASURES
Our Lord, who loves His elderly children, is making ways for them
to find spiritual sustenance, even in these dark days of isolation.
We rejoice as we watch Him raise up people to fill the void created
by the lockdowns. Several Activity Directors have enthusiastically
told us that because of the churches’ absence, they are learning to
provide spiritual care to their residents! While they tell us how
much they miss having volunteers come in, they are learning to
minister one-on-one, read Bible verses aloud to the residents,
share short devotionals and encourage them to pray.
Until we are allowed back into the care homes, we are grateful to
the Lord that He is equipping others inside with the desire and
confidence to minister to the residents with His Word.

Our Scripture-filled handouts have been welcomed with open
hearts by hundreds of Activity Directors and volunteers. They are
proving to be a much-needed blessing to both residents and staff.
Although it is extremely difficult not to be able to spend personal
quality time with our resident friends, we are thankful that the Lord
has enabled us to multiply our reach to over 1,500 care homes.
We are honored that one of the greatest resources we can provide
is spreading and effecting more residents than ever before. We are
anticipating that these “Words of Comfort and Encouragement”
Scripture pages will also be used by volunteers when they are able
to return for visits and group services. For now, they are a source
of life-giving comfort, reaching a multitude of thirsty souls.

From an

CARRYING ON
Thomas’s mom started her nursing home ministry 29 years ago in
Holtville, CA. She passed it on to him when she died. He started
visiting as a caring friend, and as he got to know the residents
better, he found that they were interested in spiritual things, and
started a Bible study with them.

During the lockdowns, he still calls one resident, Priscilla, so he
can keep in touch with her and other residents. She told him that
the residents are praying for him. And Priscilla decided that she
missed and needed church so much that she started a women’s
Bible study herself there at the care home! ~ A.S.

Changing A Resident’s Eternity
We are deeply encouraged and grateful to all of you who support God Cares Ministry through your financial giving! Together, we are
now reaching over 70,000 residents with God’s comforting words from the Bible. As these neglected people enter the ninth month of
isolation from family and friends, they need the continued hope and peace that only Jesus can provide. As you determine your year end
and 2021 giving, I ask that you remember our dear friends by contributing to the work of helping them to take Jesus’ hand in the midst of
this season of loneliness. We need $51,757 to reach our 2020 budget goal. As you give, you are playing a primary role in meeting the
spiritual needs of care home residents across our nation. May The LORD bless you for helping to keep this storehouse supplied! ~ B.G.

CREATIVE BLESSINGS
We've been blessed to work with
many of our volunteers who have
been purchasing gifts to distribute to
residents in several area homes.
Activity Directors shared lists of items
that would be appropriate and a
blessing to the residents. Things
such as lap blankets, body wash,
lotion, personalized cards, socks,
gloves, coloring books, word puzzles
and of course, cookies and candy have been suggested. We find that each home varies in their
recommendations. It's been a joy to us to be a conduit of the love between volunteer and resident as
God continues His great work through all of us. �
Bill schedules a Zoom meeting and arranges to have an
activity person walk through the halls, carrying a
notebook computer to several different rooms. The
activity person knocks, states they have a visitor, asks if
the TV could be turned down, and sets the notebook on
a stand. She then leaves the room, checking back after
10-15 minutes to see if the visit is coming to a close.
Once the goodbyes have been said, she carries Bill to
the next resident. They all love their visits! ~ He says it's
the next best thing to being there. �
The LORD wants us to do all we can to offer a cup of
cold water to these precious souls in their hour of need.
Are you willing? Here are a few other ideas:
● On one of the warmer days of November, Church at Garrett (IN) brought their signs out to sing
hymns and bless the residents with encouraging words. One person said, "We just want the
residents to know we remember them and love them."
● Carter has purchased a mini radio transmitter, enabling the people inside the care home to tune in
on a designated FM frequency. He has led worship services with this creative approach.
● Never underestimate the blessing
a personalized card can be for
residents and/or staff.
● One friend shared that
occasionally during the early
hours of the morning, while most
residents are still sleeping, she
will call a few of the care homes
just to take 5 minutes or so to tell
the staff person she is praying for
them. Every staff member is
stretched beyond normal limits;
many are exhausted. They all
deeply appreciate cards, flowers, calls, small gifts… any form of recognition and appreciation. Our
ministry to the staff has an impact on everyone in the care home. �
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The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did to one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did to me.’

From John & Susan Exoo
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May heartfelt forgiveness be
among the gifts we share this
season. Freely we have received
from Jesus, let us freely give.
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