BREAKING THROUGH

ONWARD IN CHRIST
In John 16:33, Jesus declared, “In this world you will
have trouble. But take heart (take courage), I have
overcome the world”. We can see these words of Jesus
fulfilled throughout the book of Acts.
Chapter One begins with Jesus giving His followers a
mandate: to wait for and receive the Holy Spirit,
then in His power, go and share the Gospel
message – everywhere. And they did. In Chapter
Two, thousands believed their message, were
baptized and joined them. It was wonderful! A time
of joy, fellowship and unity. Immanuel was truly
with them!
Yet, in Chapter Four, the challenges began, and
they continued to the last chapter of the book of
Acts. They are the same kinds of challenges we
face today: opposition, hindrances and even
persecutions that came through unbelievers who
were influenced by the devil. The devil knows that
it is through the name of Jesus and His Word that
salvation comes to anyone who believes and calls
upon His name. So, he works through whomever
he can influence, to stop the Good News from
being shared.
How did our Church fathers overcome the many
hindrances and trials they faced? One primary way
was through prayer. As they prayed, the Holy Spirit
miraculously intervened in circumstances,
emboldening and encouraging them to continue
spreading His Word. Yes, confident prayer was an
essential discipline. In fact, prayer is referenced over
30 times throughout the book of Acts.
Today, as there are many hindrances to our great
mission work, we must remember that our prayers are
the first step to the intervention and grace needed from
God. He loves the residents and staff and wants them

While there are many obstacles to visiting residents in
care homes, there is one very important thing we can do
to impact them anywhere and at any time: PRAY. Prayer
is our opportunity to ask God to do what we cannot do. I
have begun the following practice, and because of its
impact, I want to encourage you to embrace it:
• Contact the care home’s Administrator. Share who
you are and that you and your care team are praying
for them.
- Ask for any specific prayer needs.
• Next, hold a similar meeting with your Activity Director.
- A handwritten note a few days after these
meetings would be a great encouragement to them.
Points to Consider:
• Your Administrator may or may not be a believer…
• Keep your meeting under ten minutes, and be
encouraging and humbly cheerful.
• There is great value in making this personal
connection with the Administrator or the Activity
Director, but if they are not available, you can
still pray.
• When visiting is not allowed due to quarantine, we
recommend you still have your team gather in the
parking lot to pray over the home. If weather permits,
walk around the campus in small groups as you pray.
• Pray on a weekly basis or as often as you
normally visit.
• Recruit others from your church who would be willing
to pray and keep them informed.

to find His hope and peace. But this will not happen
without His Word reaching them, and you are one of
the vehicles Jesus wants to use to deliver this
treasure. So, take heart! As we align our prayers with
His Word, the Lord will intervene, doing what we
cannot do, so that we can do what He called us to do.

He will make a
way where there
is no way.
Though the isolation of residents has been an
enormous mistake, causing much desolation and
despair, I believe that the government’s initial
mandates were well-intended: to stop the spread of a
deadly virus. There is nothing wrong with that intent.
However, Jesus has given us supreme mandates – to
visit and care for the disenfranchised, and to spread
His Good News. God is able to make a way so that we
can fulfill His supreme mandates while upholding the
good intent of others. Therefore, let us not grapple with
people who are not influenced by the Holy Spirit.
Instead, let us continue in prayer as did the first
disciples. Jesus will enable us to overcome and to
bear much fruit if we never give up. ~ B.G.

O Lord,teach
me the value of
a soul so I
may be bold to
proclaim the
gospel – the
gospel which
saves to the
uttermost.Give
me a passion to
speak of Jesus unashamedly every day, all the
days of my life. ~ Your child,Carol Horn 2007

ANSWERED PRAYER

A Fifteen Minute Prayer Time
These prayers can be lifted up individually or as a team
within a 15-minute span. Prepare a prayer list and give it
to all team members.
Here are a few prayers to include with the requests you
receive from staff:
1. That God would lift the pandemic and remove the
restrictions that are causing the residents to
be isolated.
2. That God would provide enough caring staff needed
to meet the residents’ needs.
3. That God would give the staff stamina, strength and
the grace needed to fulfill their responsibilities.
4. That this care home would be a refuge of peace and
hope for all residents.
We welcome your testimonies on how the Lord has
answered prayers for your care home ministry!

Two weeks before Thanksgiving, I received notice
from the Activity Director of our care home. (Our team
ministers in two of their units almost weekly.) The AD
explained that they had to go into quarantine because
one of the residents “who is very socially active in the
home” tested positive for Covid-19. She included that
“even the dining room and all group gatherings must
be stopped” and that “we might be able to open for
Thanksgiving, if everything clears up.”
What a disappointment for our care team! As I thought
about it, I realized that it is also a disappointment to
the residents and the staff.
When our next scheduled visiting date came around,
two of us from the team met at the home and did our
first prayer walk. We walked the perimeter of the
building several times, praying for God to remove the
virus from this home and from the earth, to open the
doors of the care home, to protect the residents and
staff from illness, for strength,
endurance, blessings, etc…

PLOWING THE FIELD
Chaplain Chris Finley of Baptist Village
Communities, OK, shared the
following story:
One of our team members reached out
to a care home because she heard
that the quarantine had been lifted,
and they could resume group services.
She phoned the Activity Director and
Administrator who were both new, but
did not receive a call back.
Discouraged, she called Chaplain
Chris for advice on how to proceed. He encouraged
her to invest into the relationship by going to the home
in person. Janet did so, but during that visit, she
learned that the chapel was now being used for PPE
storage and there were no plans for a church service.
Not knowing what to do next, Janet again contacted
Chaplain Chris. They prayed, and he encouraged her
to go back to the AD and the Administrator, and let
them know she has been praying for them, and to
share the reasons she believed the residents needed
to have worship services.
This meeting went better than imagined! After
expressing her concerns and listening to their points,
Janet actually prayed with them. Then the
Administrator smiled and said, “You know what? We’ll
take care of it.” A few days later, the chapel was
cleaned up and a worship service was added to the
calendar. Janet was so grateful!

~
"Your prayers and gifts to the poor
have come up as a memorial
offering before God.” ~ Acts 10:4

How beautiful on the
mountains are the feet of
those who bring good
news, who proclaim
peace, who bring good
tidings, who proclaim
salvation, who say to
Zion, "Your God reigns!"
~ Isaiah 52:7

WITH THANKSGIVING
In addition to the prayers of our many friends, we are deeply encouraged and grateful by the generosity of those who
have given financially. Your support has helped to spread Christ’s love and word to residents in thousands of our
nation’s care homes. Though we have not yet reached our 2021 budget goals, we are trusting the Lord to provide. He
always has! Thank you for entrusting God Cares with the stewardship of some of your eternal investments. We strive to
honor the Lord and bless the people within the care home mission field with all He entrusts in our care.
May the Lord bless you with His surpassing peace. ~ Chaplain Bill, Board & Staff

2

I felt a little uncomfortable and self-conscious at first,
but by the second lap, I was completely focused on
my prayer time and interceding for the occupants of
the building we were circling in prayer. I followed up
by sending a letter to the Administrator, letting her
know that we were praying for the home.
It should have been less of a surprise than it was
when the Activity Director called to let me know that
the home was re-opening to visitors four days earlier
than anticipated, and in time for Thanksgiving and our
gatherings! The residents were so encouraged, and
so were we! God is so gracious and good in hearing
and answering our prayers. He loves the residents as
He does all His children and does not want them to be
without the opportunity of hearing His Word and
singing His praise.
It has been three weeks since our prayer walk, and
the doors remain open. Thanks be to God!
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The team soon held their first service in the chapel.
When it was over, one of the residents lingered
behind, asking to speak with Janet. After some
conversation, Janet was able to lead this resident in a
prayer to receive Jesus into her heart!
Janet’s love for the residents compelled her to be
persistent in her desires and in prayer. She did not
demand or pressure the home’s leadership, but
prayerfully worked with them to find a way to meet an
essential need of the residents. An added blessing to
Janet’s efforts is that she established a friendship with
the AD and Administrator. God certainly answered
her prayers!

And let us not grow weary while doing
good, for in due season we shall reap if we
do not lose heart. ~ Galatians 6:9
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