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Even throughout the pandemic, the Lord has allowed us to work with many
volunteers and Activity Directors to spread His Word through giant-print
Scripture pages, videos, greeting cards, etc.. We created a special pulldown
menu on our website for easy access to these specialized resources:
www.GodCaresMinistry.com/help-for-ads/. Many Activity Directors share their
gratitude because they are able to continue providing spiritual care for their
residents, even when there are no volunteers present. Thanks to our
donors, we are able to provide these online resources at no charge.
“We have used your pages to hand out to our residents during the Covid
outbreak and continue to use them on Saturdays and Sundays and during
room visits. The residents like the truth; it helps them cope with whatever
they are going through.” ~ Kathy, Activity Director
“We have been using your videos which enable us to provide a Sunday
morning service for our residents (that is what they are used to and it has
been requested by some of our residents). Your ministry is very important
and means a lot to our residents - which is between 20-30 on Sunday
mornings and we can even put the videos on our in-house channel and
present it to those unable to attend a group setting, which means reaching
even more people. Many thanks to all of you who remember our residents
and work so hard to make this happen for them. It is greatly appreciated.”
~ Bev, Activity Director
Since the start of the pandemic, our staff has reached out and
introduced Activity Directors in all 50 states to this library of free
Scripture-based downloads. We estimate that they have shared these
handouts and/or Bible Message Videos with at least 200,000 residents.
With the increased workload on the care home staff, we saw they, too, needed
care and prayer. Many within our volunteer network and staff lovingly reached
out to them as well, sending cards, flowers, lunches, treats and gift cards.
“THANK YOU! so very much for your help in uplifting the spirits of the
residents and staff. It’s so good to know that the “God Cares” team cares
about the residents’ and the staff’s overall spiritual and mental well-being.
Thank you also for your kind uplifting words and prayers. There is power in
prayer and I know that God is still answering prayer. Together we are all
making a difference.” ~ Amy, Activity Director

And whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through him. ~ Colossians 3:17
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We love to send you God
Cares News. However, if you
are no longer interested,
please help us to be good
stewards by unsubscribing.
Either use the return
envelope or contact our
office: 440-930-2173
info@GodCaresMinistry.com

Over 25 years of equipping Christians to share the love and word of Jesus in senior care homes

BEYOND
OURSELVES

Thank you!

More than
anything else,
the Lord wants
the volunteer
network of God
Cares Ministry to
provide and
present His Word
to residents in a
loving spirit.
We work to equip
Christians to
carry this treasure
into senior
care homes.
The Holy Spirit
accompanies His
Word, drawing
our friends into
a trusting
relationship where
they find life, hope
and peace
in Jesus.
What a privilege
to participate in
this great work
of God!
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I so love sharing God’s
Word with the friends I
visit in the senior care
homes. My life has been
deeply enriched by the
many relationships that I
have had over the decades. I have seen the
Lord transform so many hearts and minds
through His Word, and I truly look forward to
the eternal reunions that await my departure
from this world.
There is another group of people whom I so
love being connected to – it is the servants
of Jesus who have sacrifically given of
themselves to this cause. So many of them
started out with few or no qualifications for
ministering God’s Word to others. Many
were timid and unlearned in care home
ministry. But as they stepped out in faith
and prayer, the Holy Spirit faithfully led and
matured them. I get to see how in a few
seasons, their messages and ministry to the
residents become just as fruitful as those of
us who have decades of experience.

Sept/Oct 2022

I was uncertain as to the impact I had on
my audience as I walked off the stage. But I
was very encouraged by the next speaker,
who took the time to recognize the value of
what I had shared and how he believed that
the mission work I just presented was part
of a movement started by God. As a young
emerging leader, his words seemed a bit
ambitious, yet, I held them in my heart.

Today, as I look at the impact that God Cares
and Sonshine has had, I am awed. We
estimate that over the past year alone, over
78k residents have had the Gospel shared
with them by our network of volunteers and
the Activity Directors we are serving.
I am convinced that the Lord will reopen all
the doors of the care homes – in answer to
our prayers – and His movement will
continue, and the numbers reached will be
multiplied. Let us continue to abide in our
Lord Jesus and ask for His will to be done
through us all. ~ B.G.

The principles revealed in the Gospels
about the boy who gave his five loaves and
two fish to Jesus continue to prove
trustworthy. We often start out feeling so
incapable or unqualified, but God has a
plan and He is capable of fulfilling it.
I remember about 25 years ago, I timidly
stood before a group of pastors at a
conference. I presented to them a short list
of spiritual needs that residents have and
how the Sonshine Society and God Cares
Ministry trains lay persons to help meet
those needs.

We have this treasure in jars of clay to
show that this all-surpassing power is from
God and not from us. ~ 2 Corinthians 4:7

CHANGING A RESIDENT’S ETERNITY
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Every fall, we reach out to our volunteer network, asking
you to consider participating in our CAREgivers
program. We use the word CARE to represent
“Changing A Resident’s Eternity”. This is what your
financial partnership with God Cares Ministry causes –
residents’ lives are forever changed by God’s love and
Word! Through the ministry of giving, CAREgivers like
you will help to assure that residents will have a friend to
help them grow closer to Jesus. As you can see through
all our newsletters, your support bears much fruit.

Over the past year, 1,768 volunteers have been
trained, equipped and/or supported through
God Cares Ministry. They have shared God’s
Word with an estimated 21,216 residents.

As the doors continue to open, we are hearing how the Lord is answering our prayers to allow the volunteers
to re-enter and personally share the love and Word of God. We are finding the residents seriously affected by
the years of isolation and television influence. Yet, they are all so grateful for any personal attention – and the
staff is also very grateful to see caring friends bringing comforting words and prayers.

We celebrate with much gratitude the number of
residents currently being impacted by our volunteer
network, our prayer partners and our donors. I truly
know that heaven rejoices because of the many
residents who have taken Jesus’ hand because of your
kindness. There is, however, a continued urgency in our
hearts to recruit many more volunteers to reach the
unreached residents who will pass through these homes.
As you pray about where you will direct your charitable
dollars for year-end and the coming year, I invite you to
consider partnering with us, so that more and more of
our isolated neighbors may be reached with the love
and Word of Jesus.
Thank you for your kind consideration. Together,
the Lord is using us all to minister to His
elderly sheep – even through these
challenging times.
In Christ’s love, Chaplain Bill

PRAYER BLESSINGS
Sometimes we take a few minutes at the end of our Bible
study hour to go around our little circle of residents and
pray for each one individually. Through this time, we are
touching people in a very personal way that is not always
possible in a larger group. We are getting to know our
friends more deeply and they are getting more
comfortable opening up to us.
George wept as he told us he feels unloved by God
because he has not been given the life he always
wanted. He was never married, has no children, has
serious disabilities, and now he will be in a care home for
the rest of his life, and he feels so sad about it. We put

WAYS TO GIVE
• Scheduled Auto Withdrawals or One Time Donation –
from your checking, savings or credit card account. This
can be done quickly and securely via our website, by
calling our office or via the enclosed envelope.
• Ministry Friends – make an Acts 20:35 faith
commitment of $20.35 per month (or an amount
significant to you). This seemingly small amount provides
services that will impact an average of 30 care home
residents in a given year.
• Ministry Champions – help to provide funds by
appealing to your church’s missions board for monthly,
quarterly or annual support. Contact us for details and
resources to help you present and champion this cause.

• Annual Family Gift – rather than exchanging gifts on
special occasions, families sometimes choose to pool
their funds and give to a charitable cause.
• Matching Gifts – many employers offer a matching gift
program. Check with your HR department.
• Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) – this littleknown option provides significant tax advantages for
those who donate their RMD from an IRA directly to a
501(c)3 organization. See your financial advisor for
specific details.
Whether you are led to give on a monthly basis, make an
occasional donation or a bequest, we want you to know that
any amount you give toward changing a resident’s eternity is
greatly needed and deeply appreciated. ~ God Cares staff

DID YOU KNOW?
• There are about 15,000 nursing homes and 29,000 assisted living
facilities in the USA housing 2.1 million residents.
• Loneliness, hopelessness, loss of dignity and a lack of real
purpose are among the primary emotional and spiritual issues that
residents face.
• As many as 1/3 of the residents in long term care facilities struggle
with suicidal thoughts.
• One third of all Americans who die in a given year spend all or part
of their last six months in a senior care home.
• Nearly 80% of nursing home residents receive less than one
outside visitor per month.
• We estimate that over 85% of the residents who are ministered to
by trained Christians will find hope and saving grace in the Lord
Jesus Christ.
• The Lord will bless those who love the least of these brothers of His.

A CLEAR DIRECTIVE EMBRACED
At our Sunday care home service, I had prepared a
message on forgiveness, and was looking forward to
sharing it with the residents. When we got to the
dining room, there were only two people there. We
scanned the halls and common areas, but only found
a few others who were up and wanting to come. As
our small group was about to start, a nursing aide
stopped and said, “Give me five minutes”, and she
quickly brought five more!
Miss Janine always asks for a copy of my notes after
the service. This week, she asked for them before we
started. As soon as she saw the title, “Forgiveness”,
she paused, then raised her eyes to the ceiling and
said, “God, I know this is You”. She looked at me and
said, “This is for me. This is for me. I am
struggling to forgive my daughter, and I
know this is from God.”

our hands on his shoulders, told him we loved him and
prayed for the love and peace of Jesus to fill his life.
We also prayed for Paula, who smiled, grabbed my hand
and held it tightly. She was so touched by our prayer.
Healing begins with sharing honest and painful feelings
with those who care deeply for us and who are able to
bring us before the presence of Jesus. I am grateful and
honored that our friends trust us enough to pour out their
hearts and souls to us. We get to minister to them in
ways that bring deep healing and comfort.
Everyone needs a touch from the Lord who is all Love
and all Power and all Glory. May He dwell so richly in us
that we can bring everyone we meet nearer to Him.
~ Arlene, God Cares staff

THANK YOU!!!

ANOTHER CHURCH PLANT
About a year ago, one of our newsletter recipients called,
explaining that she wanted to minister in a nursing home, but
that there were too many obstacles. We prayed for her,
asking the Lord to make a way and open a door for her. We
did not hear from her for several months. Recently she
called, sharing that the newsletters had nudged her to make
room in her heart and schedule for her ministry, and to keep
in touch with the Activity Director of a nearby nursing home.
Finally, as the door opened, she arranged to begin her visits
and a Bible fellowship service. But as the start date drew
near, she began to feel apprehensive and unprepared,
especially since her only team member had to cancel. She
came to us with a number of questions and needs related to
logistics and message preparation. We were able to provide
all she needed to get started. Later that week, she called to
thank us for the support and to tell us how all her
apprehensions were met by the grace of God, who gave her
help through the staff and the resources we provided. His
presence is evident as she continues each week to visit and
provide the Bible fellowship service for several residents. Her
joy abounds as the residents are eager to share in this
Christian fellowship. His Light is shining! ~ God Cares Staff
At the nursing home today, I had to wear both a face mask and plastic face shield. Part way into my
message, not only did my eye glasses fog up completely, but moisture formed and ran down the inside
of the shield. I had my own weather front going on. I couldn't read from my Scripture sheet and I could
hardly see the residents. They could see my struggle and were immediately joking about it. One lady said that
I would never know if they snuck out before I finished. Nothing like a little humor to shift a lukewarm group into
an attentive group!
As unpleasant as wearing PPE is, it is nothing compared to the suffering Christians have faced throughout the centuries.
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As we got into the message and discussion, Tony (who
rarely says anything) began to share with the group
about how God had been working in his life since his
arrival at the home, and his need to forgive his family.
His desire to grow closer to the Lord was apparent.
God’s Word on forgiveness touched their hearts that
afternoon. Miss Janine decided to share the message
notes with her daughter. One man who had been a
bit boisterous at the beginning whispered a simple
“thank you” before leaving. Another asked to keep his
song sheet. Others heartily thanked us for coming.
It’s a few days later and I am still marveling at how God
touched the hearts of my friends with His Word through
our small team. We do our best to prepare, then go,
and He works out the rest! ~ Kim, God Cares staff
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We are deeply grateful for those of you
who have been able to help fund God
Cares. Since 1994, our financial partners
have played a significant role in fueling
this mission, which is:
To train, equip and support Christian
volunteers to share the love and
Word of God in senior care homes,
helping residents take Jesus’ hand to
find hope and peace in Him.

ATTITUDES OF THE HEART

happy about this disruption and they showed their
impatience by staring at her and grumbling out loud.
I have found that in one of our facilities, many
residents no longer see themselves as friends or
This saddened me and made me wonder if anything we
neighbors, but rather rivals competing for attention.
shared about God’s love made an impression on them.
I began praying about how to handle this situation in a
Their attitudes toward each other run from cool to just
way that would not be an embarrassment to our slower
plain hostile. Frequent arguments seem to be the
singer or be felt as a scolding to the rest of the group.
order of the day, along with spoken words that are
mean and hurtful.
Once again when most of us finished the song, our
Our team decided to use the month of August to study friend was just starting the last verse. This time one of
the residents who had not been very gracious during
Matthew 22:37-39. “Jesus said: ‘Love the Lord your
our first song suddenly joined our lone singer. Then
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. everyone else joined in and they were all smiling. The
rest of the songs were sung without any hesitation on
the second
like it;FINANCIAL
Love your neighbor
as
AAnd
WORD
TO isOUR
PARTNERS
the part of the residents and the lone resident was
yourself.’” Our hope was to re-instill this mandate and
Your
supporttoisa having
huge
in the lives ofaccompanied
many care home
residents!
by love
in action.Because of your help:
guidefinancial
the residents
positiona of
loveimpact
once again.
residents are being visited by caring friends who are sharing the love and word of God with them, new volunteers
As weequipped
observedand
what
was happening,
I thoughtofofgiving
Ourentering
answer this
came
a few field,
weeksand
later.
We were
leadingare being
are
mission
veteran
volunteers
encouraged.
Your ministry
Hebrews
4:12,
“The
Word
of
God
is
living
the
singing
at
this
facility
when
one
of
the
residents
helps residents find hope and peace in Jesus. May the Lord richly bless you for your caring heart! and active”.
The evidence was before us; it penetrated hearts and
sang much slower than the rest of us. When most of
changed attitudes. His love ruled. ~ Elaine, Care
us finished singing a hymn, this resident was just
team leader, Ohio
starting on the last verse. The residents were not
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know that heaven rejoices because of the many
residents who have taken Jesus’ hand because of your
kindness. There is, however, a continued urgency in our
hearts to recruit many more volunteers to reach the
unreached residents who will pass through these homes.
As you pray about where you will direct your charitable
dollars for year-end and the coming year, I invite you to
consider partnering with us, so that more and more of
our isolated neighbors may be reached with the love
and Word of Jesus.
Thank you for your kind consideration. Together,
the Lord is using us all to minister to His
elderly sheep – even through these
challenging times.
In Christ’s love, Chaplain Bill

PRAYER BLESSINGS
Sometimes we take a few minutes at the end of our Bible
study hour to go around our little circle of residents and
pray for each one individually. Through this time, we are
touching people in a very personal way that is not always
possible in a larger group. We are getting to know our
friends more deeply and they are getting more
comfortable opening up to us.
George wept as he told us he feels unloved by God
because he has not been given the life he always
wanted. He was never married, has no children, has
serious disabilities, and now he will be in a care home for
the rest of his life, and he feels so sad about it. We put

WAYS TO GIVE
• Scheduled Auto Withdrawals or One Time Donation –
from your checking, savings or credit card account. This
can be done quickly and securely via our website, by
calling our office or via the enclosed envelope.
• Ministry Friends – make an Acts 20:35 faith
commitment of $20.35 per month (or an amount
significant to you). This seemingly small amount provides
services that will impact an average of 30 care home
residents in a given year.
• Ministry Champions – help to provide funds by
appealing to your church’s missions board for monthly,
quarterly or annual support. Contact us for details and
resources to help you present and champion this cause.

• Annual Family Gift – rather than exchanging gifts on
special occasions, families sometimes choose to pool
their funds and give to a charitable cause.
• Matching Gifts – many employers offer a matching gift
program. Check with your HR department.
• Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) – this littleknown option provides significant tax advantages for
those who donate their RMD from an IRA directly to a
501(c)3 organization. See your financial advisor for
specific details.
Whether you are led to give on a monthly basis, make an
occasional donation or a bequest, we want you to know that
any amount you give toward changing a resident’s eternity is
greatly needed and deeply appreciated. ~ God Cares staff

DID YOU KNOW?
• There are about 15,000 nursing homes and 29,000 assisted living
facilities in the USA housing 2.1 million residents.
• Loneliness, hopelessness, loss of dignity and a lack of real
purpose are among the primary emotional and spiritual issues that
residents face.
• As many as 1/3 of the residents in long term care facilities struggle
with suicidal thoughts.
• One third of all Americans who die in a given year spend all or part
of their last six months in a senior care home.
• Nearly 80% of nursing home residents receive less than one
outside visitor per month.
• We estimate that over 85% of the residents who are ministered to
by trained Christians will find hope and saving grace in the Lord
Jesus Christ.
• The Lord will bless those who love the least of these brothers of His.

A CLEAR DIRECTIVE EMBRACED
At our Sunday care home service, I had prepared a
message on forgiveness, and was looking forward to
sharing it with the residents. When we got to the
dining room, there were only two people there. We
scanned the halls and common areas, but only found
a few others who were up and wanting to come. As
our small group was about to start, a nursing aide
stopped and said, “Give me five minutes”, and she
quickly brought five more!
Miss Janine always asks for a copy of my notes after
the service. This week, she asked for them before we
started. As soon as she saw the title, “Forgiveness”,
she paused, then raised her eyes to the ceiling and
said, “God, I know this is You”. She looked at me and
said, “This is for me. This is for me. I am
struggling to forgive my daughter, and I
know this is from God.”

our hands on his shoulders, told him we loved him and
prayed for the love and peace of Jesus to fill his life.
We also prayed for Paula, who smiled, grabbed my hand
and held it tightly. She was so touched by our prayer.
Healing begins with sharing honest and painful feelings
with those who care deeply for us and who are able to
bring us before the presence of Jesus. I am grateful and
honored that our friends trust us enough to pour out their
hearts and souls to us. We get to minister to them in
ways that bring deep healing and comfort.
Everyone needs a touch from the Lord who is all Love
and all Power and all Glory. May He dwell so richly in us
that we can bring everyone we meet nearer to Him.
~ Arlene, God Cares staff

THANK YOU!!!

ANOTHER CHURCH PLANT
About a year ago, one of our newsletter recipients called,
explaining that she wanted to minister in a nursing home, but
that there were too many obstacles. We prayed for her,
asking the Lord to make a way and open a door for her. We
did not hear from her for several months. Recently she
called, sharing that the newsletters had nudged her to make
room in her heart and schedule for her ministry, and to keep
in touch with the Activity Director of a nearby nursing home.
Finally, as the door opened, she arranged to begin her visits
and a Bible fellowship service. But as the start date drew
near, she began to feel apprehensive and unprepared,
especially since her only team member had to cancel. She
came to us with a number of questions and needs related to
logistics and message preparation. We were able to provide
all she needed to get started. Later that week, she called to
thank us for the support and to tell us how all her
apprehensions were met by the grace of God, who gave her
help through the staff and the resources we provided. His
presence is evident as she continues each week to visit and
provide the Bible fellowship service for several residents. Her
joy abounds as the residents are eager to share in this
Christian fellowship. His Light is shining! ~ God Cares Staff
At the nursing home today, I had to wear both a face mask and plastic face shield. Part way into my
message, not only did my eye glasses fog up completely, but moisture formed and ran down the inside
of the shield. I had my own weather front going on. I couldn't read from my Scripture sheet and I could
hardly see the residents. They could see my struggle and were immediately joking about it. One lady said that
I would never know if they snuck out before I finished. Nothing like a little humor to shift a lukewarm group into
an attentive group!
As unpleasant as wearing PPE is, it is nothing compared to the suffering Christians have faced throughout the centuries.
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As we got into the message and discussion, Tony (who
rarely says anything) began to share with the group
about how God had been working in his life since his
arrival at the home, and his need to forgive his family.
His desire to grow closer to the Lord was apparent.
God’s Word on forgiveness touched their hearts that
afternoon. Miss Janine decided to share the message
notes with her daughter. One man who had been a
bit boisterous at the beginning whispered a simple
“thank you” before leaving. Another asked to keep his
song sheet. Others heartily thanked us for coming.
It’s a few days later and I am still marveling at how God
touched the hearts of my friends with His Word through
our small team. We do our best to prepare, then go,
and He works out the rest! ~ Kim, God Cares staff
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We are deeply grateful for those of you
who have been able to help fund God
Cares. Since 1994, our financial partners
have played a significant role in fueling
this mission, which is:
To train, equip and support Christian
volunteers to share the love and
Word of God in senior care homes,
helping residents take Jesus’ hand to
find hope and peace in Him.

ATTITUDES OF THE HEART

happy about this disruption and they showed their
impatience by staring at her and grumbling out loud.
I have found that in one of our facilities, many
residents no longer see themselves as friends or
This saddened me and made me wonder if anything we
neighbors, but rather rivals competing for attention.
shared about God’s love made an impression on them.
I began praying about how to handle this situation in a
Their attitudes toward each other run from cool to just
way that would not be an embarrassment to our slower
plain hostile. Frequent arguments seem to be the
singer or be felt as a scolding to the rest of the group.
order of the day, along with spoken words that are
mean and hurtful.
Once again when most of us finished the song, our
Our team decided to use the month of August to study friend was just starting the last verse. This time one of
the residents who had not been very gracious during
Matthew 22:37-39. “Jesus said: ‘Love the Lord your
our first song suddenly joined our lone singer. Then
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. everyone else joined in and they were all smiling. The
rest of the songs were sung without any hesitation on
the second
like it;FINANCIAL
Love your neighbor
as
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the part of the residents and the lone resident was
yourself.’” Our hope was to re-instill this mandate and
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helps residents find hope and peace in Jesus. May the Lord richly bless you for your caring heart! and active”.
The evidence was before us; it penetrated hearts and
sang much slower than the rest of us. When most of
changed attitudes. His love ruled. ~ Elaine, Care
us finished singing a hymn, this resident was just
team leader, Ohio
starting on the last verse. The residents were not
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Even throughout the pandemic, the Lord has allowed us to work with many
volunteers and Activity Directors to spread His Word through giant-print
Scripture pages, videos, greeting cards, etc.. We created a special pulldown
menu on our website for easy access to these specialized resources:
www.GodCaresMinistry.com/help-for-ads/. Many Activity Directors share their
gratitude because they are able to continue providing spiritual care for their
residents, even when there are no volunteers present. Thanks to our
donors, we are able to provide these online resources at no charge.
“We have used your pages to hand out to our residents during the Covid
outbreak and continue to use them on Saturdays and Sundays and during
room visits. The residents like the truth; it helps them cope with whatever
they are going through.” ~ Kathy, Activity Director
“We have been using your videos which enable us to provide a Sunday
morning service for our residents (that is what they are used to and it has
been requested by some of our residents). Your ministry is very important
and means a lot to our residents - which is between 20-30 on Sunday
mornings and we can even put the videos on our in-house channel and
present it to those unable to attend a group setting, which means reaching
even more people. Many thanks to all of you who remember our residents
and work so hard to make this happen for them. It is greatly appreciated.”
~ Bev, Activity Director
Since the start of the pandemic, our staff has reached out and
introduced Activity Directors in all 50 states to this library of free
Scripture-based downloads. We estimate that they have shared these
handouts and/or Bible Message Videos with at least 200,000 residents.
With the increased workload on the care home staff, we saw they, too, needed
care and prayer. Many within our volunteer network and staff lovingly reached
out to them as well, sending cards, flowers, lunches, treats and gift cards.
“THANK YOU! so very much for your help in uplifting the spirits of the
residents and staff. It’s so good to know that the “God Cares” team cares
about the residents’ and the staff’s overall spiritual and mental well-being.
Thank you also for your kind uplifting words and prayers. There is power in
prayer and I know that God is still answering prayer. Together we are all
making a difference.” ~ Amy, Activity Director

And whatever you do, whether in
word or deed, do it all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
the Father through him. ~ Colossians 3:17
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Over 25 years of equipping Christians to share the love and word of Jesus in senior care homes

BEYOND
OURSELVES

Thank you!

More than
anything else,
the Lord wants
the volunteer
network of God
Cares Ministry to
provide and
present His Word
to residents in a
loving spirit.
We work to equip
Christians to
carry this treasure
into senior
care homes.
The Holy Spirit
accompanies His
Word, drawing
our friends into
a trusting
relationship where
they find life, hope
and peace
in Jesus.
What a privilege
to participate in
this great work
of God!
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Rev. Gene Sipprell
From Cynthia Blomgren
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I so love sharing God’s
Word with the friends I
visit in the senior care
homes. My life has been
deeply enriched by the
many relationships that I
have had over the decades. I have seen the
Lord transform so many hearts and minds
through His Word, and I truly look forward to
the eternal reunions that await my departure
from this world.
There is another group of people whom I so
love being connected to – it is the servants
of Jesus who have sacrifically given of
themselves to this cause. So many of them
started out with few or no qualifications for
ministering God’s Word to others. Many
were timid and unlearned in care home
ministry. But as they stepped out in faith
and prayer, the Holy Spirit faithfully led and
matured them. I get to see how in a few
seasons, their messages and ministry to the
residents become just as fruitful as those of
us who have decades of experience.

Sept/Oct 2022

I was uncertain as to the impact I had on
my audience as I walked off the stage. But I
was very encouraged by the next speaker,
who took the time to recognize the value of
what I had shared and how he believed that
the mission work I just presented was part
of a movement started by God. As a young
emerging leader, his words seemed a bit
ambitious, yet, I held them in my heart.

Today, as I look at the impact that God Cares
and Sonshine has had, I am awed. We
estimate that over the past year alone, over
78k residents have had the Gospel shared
with them by our network of volunteers and
the Activity Directors we are serving.
I am convinced that the Lord will reopen all
the doors of the care homes – in answer to
our prayers – and His movement will
continue, and the numbers reached will be
multiplied. Let us continue to abide in our
Lord Jesus and ask for His will to be done
through us all. ~ B.G.

The principles revealed in the Gospels
about the boy who gave his five loaves and
two fish to Jesus continue to prove
trustworthy. We often start out feeling so
incapable or unqualified, but God has a
plan and He is capable of fulfilling it.
I remember about 25 years ago, I timidly
stood before a group of pastors at a
conference. I presented to them a short list
of spiritual needs that residents have and
how the Sonshine Society and God Cares
Ministry trains lay persons to help meet
those needs.

We have this treasure in jars of clay to
show that this all-surpassing power is from
God and not from us. ~ 2 Corinthians 4:7
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