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20 years of recruiting, training and supporting Christian volunteers for nursing home ministry

A Powerful Force
It is such a privilege to serve Christ with
you! For the past 20 years, the Lord has
blessed us by allowing us to share
Biblically based principles with those of
you called to volunteer in the nursing
home mission field. With compassionate
love and the beautiful presence of Jesus, you have ministered
in hundreds of nursing homes and assisted living facilities.
Over these two decades, you have shared testimonies of
profound changes in residents as they receive God’s Word.
Literally tens of thousands have taken Jesus’ hand for
salvation and comfort; for relief from life-long guilt; for
freedom from fear of death; for peace amidst the ravages
of a life of difficulty and sadness.

PowerNight
How would you like to be in the company of 150 - 200 nursing
home missionaries, receiving prayer for you and your ministry,
learning tips to increase your effectiveness, being encouraged
and encouraging others in this mission field, and enjoying a
banquet meal? That is what we are planning for you on
November 15th (date changed from November 8)
PowerNight is an evening for those who are involved in nursing
home ministry: to pull away from the busyness of life, to be
refreshed, encouraged, inspired and energized.
The banquet is free of charge to all nursing home missionaries.
It is God Cares Ministry’s way of saying we appreciate you!
It will be held at Grace Church in Middleburg Hts. starting at 5 PM.
Reservations are required (online or by phone).

The WORD OF GOD, shared with God’s
loving spirit, is a powerful,
transforming force in this world!
Darkness tries to stop us from sharing the Gospel by
discouraging, distracting and harassing us. But, let us
keep our eyes fixed on the Lord, who said: “You
need to persevere so that when you have done the
will of God, you will receive what he has promised.”
~ Hebrews 10:36-37
Your visits bring assurance to the residents that they are not
forgotten by God. You let them know that they still matter –
that they still have worth and significance – that they are still
loved – and that God has an unimaginable future in store for
them. When we help others to receive these priceless gifts, their
lives are changed forever – to the glory and delight of their
Heavenly Father who loves them so!
I cannot overstate the significance of your ministry, because
truth, unconditional love and worth are what we need most in
order to thrive, in any stage of life, and in any circumstance.
These are the things God longs to give each of us.
Those of you who visit, and those of you who support our
missionaries with your prayers and financial gifts, are all
helping to share Jesus’ words with our care home friends.
We must never forget that all our combined efforts help our
friends get closer to Jesus and will result in eternal glory far
exceeding our imagination. What a glorious privilege we
share! May God bless each and every one of you!
~ Chaplain Bill Goodrich
www. GodCaresMinistry.com

440-930-2173

+ Plus +
In addition to the above PowerNight banquet, we are planning
a half-day training program for those of you who would like to
gain insights on preparing and sharing life-giving messages in
a group setting. This program will be held on the same day
(November 15) at 1 PM and conclude in time for the banquet.
Attendees will receive insights on:
● Developing message preparation skills
● Bible lesson topics
● Principles for altar calls
● Using music for worship
● Effective Bible study handouts
● Overcoming obstacles to group services
● Sound systems that are practical and effective
● Engaging your audience and keeping them awake J
● Being interdenominational and Christ-centered
● How to get more residents to attend your group services

Register online or call 440-930-2173
info@GodCaresMinistry.com

Beyond the Limitations of Dementia
Going into the dementia care unit last week was like going to an ice skating rink with people
who did not know how to skate. Words,walkers, thoughts, and
wheelchairs seem to have no clear direction. Confusion reigned.
Ordinarily, when we enter the room, the 20 or more residents are
anticipating our arrival and welcome us with smiles and greetings. Tonight
they had distant stares and did not seem excited about our entrance. This
is what we found when we arrived:
As we turn the corner into the room, Elise is ranting. When she starts
off this way, she usually keeps talking during our worship time until a
staff person takes her to another room and we can continue in peace.
Frances, who always likes to sit front and center, struggles in with her
walker. Another resident in the front row graciously stands up to vacate
a chair for her but Frances says, “I don’t like that chair and I’m not sitting there.” She moves
on in search of the perfect chair, bumping into things on her way.
Patricia thinks that I am her son, Mitchell, and is upset that I don’t remember all the things
she is talking to me about. She swats me on the arm in annoyance.
Ethel is irritated by all the commotion and tells several other residents to “shut up.”
As usual, we wheel the keyboard in on a dolly, unload, turn the TV off, start the music and
work to get the walkers and talkers settled.
Jeff, in his loud voice, begins blurting out incoherent thoughts as I begin with words of
welcome. I gently tell him to wait a moment and we will talk later. He quiets down.
It’s kind of like corralling sheep – sheep whose minds have wandered onto various trails of
broken thoughts. By God’s grace, and through kind words and winsome gestures, the
residents are starting to give us their attention. We sing a few old favorites - “Take Me Out to
the Ball Game” … “Side by Side.” The complaining woman has calmed down, but a sweet
lady in the front row keeps turning around to tell her how to use her song sheet. During the
second song, Leona (who loves our times together) stands up, grabs her purse, and
announces, “I’m going home now.”
Henry stands up and shuffles around in front of the keyboard player causing distractions. I
walk over to him, take his hand, help him sit down, and hold his hand the rest of the evening.
After a few songs and hymns and a prayer, I look around in amazement that these 20+
people have now turned their attention to the three of us; a pianist, a co-teacher and me.
Almost all are captivated and eager to sing the next song. The scattered dust of wandering
thoughts has settled. God has opened their hearts and minds for whatever those kind three
people up front will be sharing.
It is now time to open God’s word - the greatest nourishment for their souls. During my
message (given while still holding Henry’s hand), which is about our hope in a good God and
the blessings he sends us, Ethel smiles at me and says, “God sent you to us.”
We share. They feast. We sing some hymns. They enter into worship. God’s presence is so
evident. The staff, too, is participating. The dry bones have come to life. God’s word shared
in His love has brought comfort, life, joy and peace.
We close with prayer and a blessing and hug everyone good-by.
We talk about it afterwards, how amazing God is to work such peace
in people so confused and distraught, and how strongly we sense His
presence and love for these people. Their longing is clearly evident;
they drink in the words of life and hope and respond with relief when
we speak the reassuring promises of comfort and blessing.
Sometimes I am so tired after a long and difficult day that I don’t
know how I can minister. But as the evening goes on, I gain new energy and at the end I think,
“What if I didn’t come?” How much I would have missed! I am so glad I went. ~
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There is Power in the Blood
I enter my friend’s room. It is dark; the air is heavy and stagnant. Lenny is lying
motionless in bed. He can’t see anymore. His eyes are deeply sunken in his thin
face. I speak some gentle words to see if he is awake. I can see that he is quickly
fading from this world.
I notice a business card from a local hospice chaplain tacked above his head on the
bulletin board. Another sign that Lenny’s time is at hand.
I begin to share with my friend. After a few encouraging words I say with deep
compassion, “Lenny, I think Jesus is going to take you home soon. He loves you, and
all the crazy things that have been happening are going to make sense…All your
mistakes will be forgotten…All your pain and sadness will be changed into blessings.”
Lenny’s life has been filled with terrible things – both wrongs committed against him,
and wrongs committed by him. He knows the deep shame of sin and failure. Even
his tattoos bear witness to the debauchery of his troubled past.
But, since he came to the nursing home, Lenny has often attended our weekly Bible
studies. Jesus has captivated his heart during these fellowship times. Grace has
been poured out upon Lenny and he has received it so gratefully.
Lenny has difficulty speaking, but when we take song requests
from the residents, he always asked for the same song. So, as I
stand by his bed, I begin to speak the words to Lenny’s song:
“What can take away my sin?”
Lenny murmurs along with me, “Nothing but the blood of Jesus.”
I continue, “What can make me whole again?”

The purpose of
God Cares Ministry
is to mobilize
the Church to
meet the spiritual
needs of people
in long term
care homes.

Our Goal is:
One care home
for every
Christ-centered
church.

Lenny joins me, “Nothing but the blood of Jesus.”
“Oh, precious is the flow that makes me white as snow, no other
fount I know,“
And with an ear-to-ear grin, Lenny says, “Nothing but the blood of Jesus.”
We praise God together. And I pray with him. As I turn to leave the room I say, “I’ll
see you in heaven pretty soon, Lenny.”
He beams, mumbles some words that I cannot understand, but I think he means,
“Amen!” ~

20 Years of recruiting, training and
supporting Christians to share the love
and Word of Jesus in nursing homes

A Gift For You
We have been so encouraged by the response received by
those who are field testing our new book, “God Cares for
You”. And we are making final plans to produce thousands
to be shared in care homes.
This book is designed to assist you in meeting spiritual needs of nursing home
residents by addressing some of the major struggles they face. Through
Scriptures and prayers, this warm and welcoming book will invite your resident
friends to draw closer to Jesus and find comfort and hope in His presence.
A free copy will be given to all our PowerNight guests ~ November 15th.

www.GodCaresMinistry.com

440-930-2173

Visit our website at
GodCaresMinistry.com
where you can:
Find current and past
newsletter articles
¹Sign up for God Cares
Ministry News
¹Order nursing home
ministry books and
training videos
¹Get full details &
register for upcoming
training programs
¹Download Large print
Scripture portions
¹Share your nursing
home ministry stories
¹

info@GodCaresMinistry.com

515 Moore Rd., Suite 3
Avon Lake, OH 44012
Info@GodCaresMinistry.com
www.GodCaresMinistry.com

GOD CARES NEWS is the official
newsletter of God Cares Ministry; edited
by Founder and President, Bill Goodrich.
It is published bimonthly to encourage,
instruct and inform Christians who are
interested in nursing home ministry.
You may contact our office for a free
subscription (email or US Mail) or
permission to copy.

“Man does not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God.” ~ Jesus
~ Matthew 4:4
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God Cares Ministry Board of Directors
Bill Goodrich, President/Director
Doug Feller, Vice President
Mike Laurito,Treasurer
Fran Palffy, Secretary
Mary Kerner Courtney
Larry Looney
Dan’l Markham
Richard Walters
_________________
Advisors: Brad Fisk
Brian Hassett
Fran Passano

Reaching Beyond the
Limitations of Dementia
An educational experience for volunteers, caregivers and clergy to develop
excellent skills for caring and ministering to people who have dementia.
Presented by: Teepa Snow MS,OTR/L, FAOTA & Chaplain Bill Goodrich
This program will be shared with a Christian viewpoint.

October 18, 2014
LOCATION:
7100 Pettibone Road
Chagrin Falls, OH 44023
(440) 543-1212
www.parksidechurch.com

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
REGISTER:
Online at www.GodCaresMinistry.com
or contact:
God Cares Ministry
515 Moore Road, Suite 3
Avon Lake, OH 44012
(440) 930-2173

Admission: $20.00
(scholarships available)
Admission with CEUs: $50.00

(4 contact hours for nurses,
occupational therapists and
social workers... See full details
on flyer; available online or by
calling: 440-930-2173)

Lunch is included!

Sponsored by God Cares Ministry in partnership with Parkside Church and Chick-fil-A of Macedonia
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