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Encouraging, instructing and informing those serving in nursing home ministry

Yes! … In His Time…
Jesus said, “If you abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ask whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you.”
~ John 15:7
One thing I have learned throughout
three decades of missionary service in the
nursing homes is that Jesus is faithful to His word. He said,
“Ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you”. This word
“you” is talking about me! But Jesus first said, “If you abide in
me and my words abide in you…”
In this abiding, our hearts and minds are transformed so
that our thoughts and desires become agreeable with God’s
will. We begin to see life from God’s perspective, moving
us to ardently desire what God wants in this world. Once
our hearts and desires are aligned with His, God gives us
the right and the responsibility to invest ourselves in eternal
works, which He already wants us to do.
About fifteen years ago, I saw the great need for a book
that would help Christians start or strengthen an outreach to
nursing homes. I could find only one and it was out of print.
As I asked The Lord to fill this need, I offered myself to Him to
author such a book. The major problem was that I truly
lacked the language and writing skills for such a task.
However, my major advantage was that I had been abiding in
Jesus. By God’s grace (along with the sacrificial help of other
Christians and five years of learning and stretching my mind),
the book was completed. This handbook has become a
helpful resource for thousands who serve in this mission field.
Another thing I have long prayed for is a giant print Bible
for residents. On page two of this newsletter, you will see
that we now have available free giant print New Testament
& Psalms Bibles. The desire and prayers to share such a
treasure started over twenty-five years ago. Why did it take
so long for God to answer such an important prayer? I
believe it has much to do with many important aspects that
just take time. For instance: the right translation, copyrights,
the funds, a distribution plan, and an army of missionaries
willing to deliver them in an appropriate manor… These
things take time. Partially because God waits for His
people to realize the need, hear His call and to participate in
being the answer. This is true for many great projects
Jesus’ followers have undertaken.
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In 2010 after my late wife, Mary Ann, passed away, I began
to pray that God would allow me to share my journey with a
wife of His choosing. I just knew He would bring us
together within a year or two. Well, it was 6 years before I
even met Cathy. In sharing our hearts with each other
during our courting, we both realized that we were “the one”
we each had been praying to meet. We also realized that
had we met just a year earlier, neither of us would have
been ready or even willing to pursue a relationship with
each other. Specific things had to happen before the time
was right for us. Though the six year wait (10 years for
Cathy) was at times very difficult, we are deeply grateful to
God that He has answered our prayers very specifically.
We happily celebrated our first-year anniversary this August.
When I reflect on the multitude of seemingly impossible-tofulfill prayers I have prayed, and how God has graciously
answered them (and I could give a long list), I think of the
words to that familiar hymn, “All I have needed thy hand has
provided…Great is thy faithfulness LORD unto me…”
A very important aspect of this promise from Jesus is that
God’s fulfillment of our requests often takes time – usually
much more time than anticipated …sometimes days,
months, years, even decades… but it is always in His
perfect timing.

Jesus said, “You did not choose me,
but I chose you and appointed you that
you should go and bear fruit and that
your fruit should abide, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you.”
~ John 15:16
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Just In Time
The first time we met Esther, she told us that she had never had
the opportunity to go to church on Sunday her whole life. She
had heard about church from other people, but was never able to
go herself because Sunday was her day to clean the offices, do
the bookkeeping, and prepare for the coming week at her place
of employment, which was a family business.
Her parents had passed away, there were no other siblings, and
since she was getting on in years, she decided to check herself into
a nursing home, so that she would be taken care of. She liked
hearing the message the first time she came to our service, and
invited Jesus into her heart as her Savior. She appeared to be very happy when we left, with
her new life in Christ. Upon our return visit, she was not present. So I asked the attendant,
“Where is Esther?” She said, “Since you were here the last time, she passed away.”
What a shock for us to think she was so hungry for God all her life, and her desire was
fulfilled just a short time before her days were up. Now she is with Jesus, the One she
longed for during her whole life. Thanks be to God for His many mercies.
~ Edith Bushi,
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Good News!

Thelma Klimmek
From Bill & Kathryn Owens

Mildred Phillips

I am so excited! I can almost jump out of my socks! Today, I unloaded a pallet of
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giant print New Testament & Psalms Bibles into our office!
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This gold mine was donated to God Cares by a brother who desires to help nursing
home residents and others with failing eyesight to see and read the Scripture, so that
they may grow closer to Jesus!
My friend, Doug Wiley (who donated these treasures), worked hard for nearly a year,
searching for copyrights from some of the most common translations. He
found favor with Tyndale, who gave permission to print the New Living
Translation in 16.5
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Would you like to be a bearer of Good

News?

These NT & Psalms are freely given, so that you can freely share them.
Our stipulations, however, are:
➢ that you give them to people who need the larger print
➢ that you cover the cost of shipping and handling; and
➢ that you commit to following up with encouragement and prayer to help
the receiver grow in Christ.
Those of you in this mission field know how difficult it is to find truly giant print Bibles at
an affordable cost. Well, now they are available! Our hearts were filled with joy at the
prospect of helping many of our care home friends grow closer to Jesus. You can go
online to obtain these New Testament/Psalms Bibles or call our office at (440) 930-2173.
(You may receive up to eight Bibles per order.)
*Please note that these NT/Psalms Bibles are the New Living Translation and contain
additional Bible helps to aid the reader. Our intent is that they are not for mass
distribution, but for adding a great treasure to your friendships with the residents.
~ Thank you, LORD & God bless you, Doug! ~
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NOVEMBER
is Ministry Friends Month!
Become a

God Cares
Ministry Friend
Details in our
next newsletter.
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This is Why I Visit
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This is why I have ridden my bicycle,
and will continue to ride it, through the
rain, snow, and ice of winter, and the
heat of summer, in order to reach out
to the ill and elderly. This is also why I
am so grateful to all those who have
helped me to be able to drive there
and get the equipment as I need it,
and why I will do as much as I can to
reach out to these dear sweet souls in
the four homes I visit:
The unshaven man sitting in the corner
with a slipper missing once stormed
the beach at Normandy. The woman,
who keeps asking if we've seen her
father, raised six children, tended a two-acre garden, and managed three caners at a
time without air conditioning, while her husband worked two jobs and helped at home
to provide for them all.
The man crying in the other room was the only survivor of his crew who were shot
down over the Sea of Japan. The lady who refuses to give up her hymn book was
the daughter of an African American sharecropper in the Alabama 20s, sang in her
church choir most of her life, and sang opera in the Metropolitan Opera House in
New York City. The man who keeps standing up to sing was the choir director of his
church for many years back when it was a volunteer position.
These are the very same people who served our country in World War II and Korea, and
Vietnam. They watched Lawrence Welk on Saturday night, and served in churches on
Sunday mornings. They supported the church financially, sang in choir, taught Sunday
school, served as elders, made cookies and coffee, visited neighbors and church friends
in hospitals, nursing homes and shut-ins; they led youth groups, took us to church, set
examples, led us to salvation and showed us the way… They made so many sacrifices
for us. They were there for us then, and they need us now…How can we say “no?”
And if we don’t do more now and set an example, who will be there for us?

For the Record…
Sometimes friends whom I have not seen
for a while ask me if I have moved to
Michigan (As many of you know, my wife
Cathy is from Michigan). I have been
commuting to the Ann Arbor area to spend
most weekends with her, and the two boys
when they are home. Although we recently
sold my former home in Avon Lake, we
continue to search for a more suitable
residence close to the ministry office.
There are no plans to move the ministry
outside of northeast Ohio.
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You see, we don’t go
around preaching about
ourselves. We preach that
Jesus Christ is Lord, and
we ourselves are your
servants for Jesus’ sake.
For God, who said, “Let
there be light in the
darkness,” has made this
light shine in our hearts so
we could know the glory of
God that is seen in the
face of Jesus Christ.
We now have this light
shining in our hearts, but
we ourselves are like
fragile clay jars containing
this great treasure.
This makes it clear that our
great power is from God,
not from ourselves.
~ 2 Corinthians 4:5-7
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It’s Who We Are
God Cares Ministry is an equipping ministry. We train
and resource Christians to share the love and word of
Jesus in nursing homes and assisted living facilities. We
serve over 1,200 volunteers who visit over 8,000
residents. Together, along with the volunteers, we are
givers of prayer, time, talent and resources to rescue the
lonely, defend the hopeless and comfort the destitute in
these homes.
Although God Cares is a 501 c (3) organization
that recruits, trains and supports volunteers,
we do not maintain a membership; rather, we
encourage and help facilitate fellowship among
like hearted servants. We each serve through our
own churches, often as a care team, to adopt a
nursing home in our communities.

to celebrate
and
participate in
this growing
work of God!
See page
three for
details.

We are missionaries. Our goal is that no resident of
a nursing home would be without a
loving friend willing to help them find
hope and peace in Jesus.
Our calling and strength come from the
directives found in John 15:1-17.
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