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Encouraging, instructing and informing those serving in nursing home ministry

AUTUMN BEAUTY

God sets the
lonely in
families…
~ Psalm 68:5

A printed
version of the
God Cares for
You Bible study
curriculum is
now available!

21 Bible study
lessons with
printable
handouts
Available at:
GodCaresMinistry.com
440-930-2173

Friends who were visiting from
California marveled at the beauty of
the trees in the Cleveland, Ohio
area last week. They do not see the
amazing beauty of the seasonal
colors from their climate.
Along with all the praise for the beauty God has given
these trees, there was also mention of the stark
barrenness that will soon follow. The leaves will fall,
and what looks like death will overtake the trees… for
a season… then, Spring!
Green buds of hope will explode into new life and
beautiful flowers will emerge. Color will return to our
region and the beauty of God’s amazing handiwork
will cause the winter chills to fade.
Indeed, we see these seasons in the nursing homes,
especially in those who have journeyed through
several generations of residents. They come – they
stay for a season – we develop friendships – we see
and enjoy their unique beauty. Then they pass on into
what appears to be death – yet, we know the plan of
God for His children includes new life. The joy of
knowing God has used us to help prepare them for
such a transition is beyond words. Like the amazing
colors of fall are the wonders of God’s Spirit
transforming our friends. When we look past their skin,
we see the beauty of God’s handiwork within them.
“Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly
we are being renewed day by day.” ~ 2 Corin. 4:16
With the fall season of nature comes the harvest, and as
our dear friends in nursing homes enter into their season
of winter, let us be fortified in Christ Jesus to reap the
harvest of souls for whom He came to seek and to save.
We have been given a great privilege to serve with
the Lord of the Harvest in this mission field. What a
glorious day it will be when we all unite in the spring
of Heaven! – Each person we have loved and helped
to take Jesus’ hand will be our reward. ~ B.G.
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A SIGNIFICANT MILESTONE:
This December marks the 25th
anniversary of God Cares
Ministry.
The vision that birthed this
ministry in 1994 was to
mobilize the Church to reach
out to nursing home residents to share God’s
word through caring friendships. This remains our focus.
Through our training seminars and books, we share
Biblically-based principles that enable Christians to help
the residents to take Jesus’ hand, finding hope and
peace in Him. By God’s grace, an estimated 75,000
residents of care homes have been ministered to by
these nursing home missionaries we have served.
Although God Cares recruits, trains and supports
volunteers, we do not maintain a membership; rather, we
help churches to develop a care team that will adopt a
care facility in their community. We see this as God’s will
for His church, to care for widows and vulnerable
seniors, to love and nurture them as part of the family.
Our goal is that no care home resident would be without
a loving friend helping them grow closer to Jesus.

Nursing home ministry is a compassionate move
inspired by God. He loves the residents and wills
to rescue them from loneliness and hopelessness.
We who have given ourselves to this work are
actually joining God in His great rescue mission.

GOD AT WORK
One of my favorite things to witness God doing in this mission
field is how He calls and enables unlikely people to serve Him in
the care homes. Christians who seem to have little or no
capacity or even a desire are drawn into this mission field.
Some, who were invited and could not find an excuse to decline,
entered dragging their feet. They felt very awkward during their
first few visits, but the Holy Spirit put

His love for the residents in them, and today, you couldn’t pry
them out with a crowbar… ��
Many brothers and sisters are hidden in the back pews of our
churches, believing they have nothing of value to give. Yet, God
has given them talents, that when acted upon, blossom into
much more than anyone would have imagined. I know. I am one
such surprised servant. God is able to do immeasurably more
than all we can ask for or imagine. ~ B.G.

CHRISTMAS PRESENCE
Christmas will soon arrive, and if you are
prepared, you can give several residents a
great gift! One of the best presents we can
share is a Christian presence. Below is an
effective approach for you to invite your
church members to visit at your care home
during the holidays. It requires only a shortterm commitment, but the great part is that
some who accept this short-term missions
call will love it so much that they will choose
to become long-term care team members.
As soon as it can be arranged, make
announcements to your church or small
group that you are seeking volunteers to
“adopt a resident” at your care home for the
Christmas holiday. It’s a simple commitment to visit a resident three
times. Visits would last about 20 minutes each and include the following:
First Visit – Get acquainted. About a week before Christmas,
visit your assigned resident. Plan to introduce yourself and engage
in friendly conversation. Before you leave, be sure to let your new
friend know that you will be coming back around Christmas. Try to
observe the need for an appropriate Christmas gift, such as socks,
slippers, large print books or a lap blanket. (You will find a detailed
list of gift ideas on our website.)
Second Visit – A Christmas Blessing. We recommend that you
go on Christmas Day or Christmas Eve, if possible. Bring a gift, a
card, and a cheerful Christmas greeting. If appropriate, share brief
points of the Christmas story or a devotional and a prayer. Let
them know you will be coming back within the next week or so.
Remember that your presence is the greatest gift!
Third Visit – Post-Christmas cheer. After the lights are taken
down and the decorations are put away, the joy can also get
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tucked away. Things often become rather quiet, and a pleasant
visit could be like a refreshing drink. Perhaps now could be an
appropriate time to share a Scripture verse and prayer to help your
friend trust Jesus for a specific need.
These special visits will not only be a gift for the residents, but for
our King who said,
“Whatever you did to one of the least of these brothers of
mine, you did to me.” ~ Matthew 25:31-46
As a coordinator, you will need to be a bridge between the
“adopters” and the Activity Director, seeking names of those who
might not receive a holiday visit. Remind them that their primary
goal is to “be a friend.” Helping residents to trust in Jesus is what
they can do as a trusted friend. Keep in touch with the adopters
throughout the process, and make sure to follow up with an invitation
to join your team when their holiday visitation is complete.
Though this outreach program is focused around Christmas, with a
little creativity, this same approach could be used during other
holidays or birthdays. We have provided more details to this blessing,
including an outline that you can use as a handout, in our recent blog
posting, “Bringing Holiday Cheer” at GodCaresMinistry.com

DID YOU KNOW?
According to the National Center for Health Statistics, more
than 50% of nursing home residents have no close relatives. An
estimated 60% never have visitors. ~ You can help change that!

THE POWER OF CARE
Mildred grew up in church, but spirituality seemed to have lost its meaning for her through her adult
years. Her days are now spent bedbound in chronic illness and loneliness. She expressed her felt
needs to a caregiver, who contacted us. As we introduced ourselves, she glared at us and said, “Why
do I need a chaplain?” When we explained we were there to support her spiritually, her eyes welled
with tears. The next couple of hours involved her pouring out her heart about her emotional pain. We
responded to the cries of her heart with God’s own word. After praying and assuring her of our next
visit, she exclaimed: “I feel like you really care about me! When can you come again?” The next time
we came, she was prepared to receive the Savior. Although quite elderly, she is now a new creation in
Christ! (2 Corin. 5:17)
There is no question that we have the message the world needs to hear most. But if it is not
packaged in compassionate care, who will want to hear it? It is often said that “People don’t care
what we know until they know that we care.” This statement of affirmation has become the hallmark
of our ministry. ~ Dave & Teri Compton, Love Your Neighbor Ministries, OR
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WE ARE HIS HANDS
It is an amazing gift to be allowed to be the
working hands for those who have lost abilities.
I believe we get to be hands and feet for Jesus
when we wheel the residents around in their
wheel chairs, turn the pages of their hymn books,
and sometimes we even get to be their memories,
as we remind them of where we are in the hymn
as we are singing, and what we are doing here,
and most importantly, we remind them that Jesus
loves them!
I am always trying to raise awareness of the
wonderful opportunities in this area of ministry. I love
to share the stories of the joy that the Lord brings
to these dear, lonely people through such simple
efforts, and all the things that you can offer if you
visit with them. You can read for them, sing, or play
an instrument, bring your choir, quartet, or chorale.
You can volunteer to help out with activities or field
trips. If you have a talent or skill, it could most likely
be used to bless the residents of a care home!
I promote it because I have seen so many
volunteers who start out very hesitantly, then soon
become very willing, powerful, and grateful

volunteers. There are great rewards in serving the
residents – emotional, and spiritual rewards that last
forever. I can't even begin to tell you how happy it
makes me, that I can do something in life that turns
into something that God uses to bless hurting people.
This is why we volunteer, because for an hour a
week we can help the Lord turns these victims
into Victors. And “More Than Conquerors” through
His love manifested in fellowship, worship,
compassion, and gifts. ~ Dennis Woodruff
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WE ARE VERY GRATEFUL!
We are very grateful to all who are responding to
our CAREgiving letter, providing much needed
financial support for our work in this great mission field. Our primary funding comes from
individuals like you, who share our hearts for those living in long-term care homes. This fall, we
trained another 87 volunteers to serve as nursing home missionaries. Please join us in praying
that each person trained will follow through to serve, and also that The Lord will provide the
remaining funding to reach our 2019 goals. Thank you, and God bless you! ~ Chaplain Bill
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We love to send God
Cares News to anyone
who enjoys our message.
However, if you are no
longer interested in
receiving it, please let us
know. Unsubscribe
through the return
envelope or contact our
office at 440-930-2173 or
info@GodCaresMinistry.com
Thank you for helping
us be good stewards.
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Now the body is not made up of one part but of
many…The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t
need you!” …On the contrary, those parts of the
body that seem to be weaker are indispensable…
~ from 1 Corinthians 12:12-22
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DEAR FRIENDS, LET US LOVE ONE ANOTHER,
FOR LOVE COMES FROM GOD. ~ 1 JOHN 4:7
SMALL THINGS MATTER
Last night at the nursing home, I sat with a resident during our
Bible study. After we finished singing, she thanked me for
being with her and singing. I continued to sit with her through
the Bible message. When our time together was over, she was
so grateful and shared that she did not know I was going to be
sitting with her for the entire program. Again, she thanked me
for taking the time to be with her and for praying with her.
The simple things we do in a nursing home matter so much.
Just to take the time to be with this lady during the service was
a blessing to her. Just think- all I did was sit down and He did
the rest! ~ Elaine Edkin

IN GOD’S HOUSEHOLD
The most dreadful expression of poverty that our neighbors in
the nursing homes experience is not financial, it is deep
loneliness and spiritual hunger. God has promised in Psalm 68
that He sets the lonely in families.

When the Church adopts a nursing home to become family,
Jesus works through us to rescue His elderly children from
loneliness and to keep His sheep from spiritual hunger. In this,
God is pleased and we are all eternally blessed.~ B.G.

