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Since 1994, God Cares Ministry has provided training programs to help
care home missionaries flourish in their outreach. Our video series,
“Living Waters In A Dry Land”, provides Biblically-based principles for
obtaining a welcomed presence and fruitful outreach in care homes.
There are two ways you can obtain this training:
Online – You can view the eight-session program on our website, which
allows you to work at
your own pace.
DVDs – You may order
the DVD training kit,
which enables you to
train eight additional
team members.
Visit our website “Store”
for details and many
other materials
(including a complete
line of Sonshine’s
resources) for effective
outreach in long-term
care homes.
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Over 25 years of equipping Christians to share the love and word of Jesus in senior care homes

ETERNAL
TREASURES

Thank you!
God Cares Ministry Board
of Directors

Jesus said,
“As the Father
has loved me,
so have I
loved you.
Now remain in
my love.
If you obey my
commands,
you will
remain in my
love, just as I
have obeyed
my Father’s
commands
and remain in
his love.
I have told you
this so that
my joy may be
in you and
that your joy
may be
complete.
My command
is this:
Love each
other as
I have
loved you.”
~ John 15:9-12
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We love to send you God
Cares News. However, if you
are no longer interested,
please help us to be good
stewards by unsubscribing.
Either use the return
envelope or contact our
office: 440-930-2173
info@GodCaresMinistry.com

From Mrs. Rita Bunner
From Barbara Moore

The Kingdom of God is
built and advanced
through relationships.

AN INVITATION TO CARE
Every fall, we reach out to our volunteer network, asking you to
consider participating in our CAREgivers program.
CARE stands for “Changing A Resident’s Eternity”. This is what
your financial partnership with God Cares Ministry causes –
residents’ lives are forever changed by God’s love and word!
Through CAREgivers like you, we can assure that residents will
have a friend to help them grow closer to Jesus. As illustrated
through our newsletters, you can see how your gifts are bearing
much fruit. Together, the Lord is using us all to minister to His
elderly sheep – even in the midst of this pandemic.
Whether you are led to give on a monthly basis or make an
occasional donation, we want you to know that any amount you
give toward changing a resident’s eternity is greatly needed and
deeply appreciated. Thank you for your kind consideration!
In addition to the enclosed envelope, you can make donations
by using our secure website or by calling our office.
May God bless you as you give in the name of Jesus,
so that our dear friends can find hope and peace in
Him before leaving this world.

ZOOM CONNECTIONS

Oh give thanks to the
LORD,
for He is good,
For His
lovingkindness
is everlasting.

Another important way you can participate
in this mission field is through prayer. We are asking
each of you to join us in intercession, that the Lord
will remove COVID and its variants from the face of
the earth, and remove all hindrances that are
preventing volunteers from returning to the care
homes. May God hear each and every prayer. ~ B.G.

~Psalm 107:1
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We are excited to announce our new
webinar series, “Zoom Connections”,
with Chaplain Bill Goodrich. The first of
these 90-minute webinars will be:
“Returning to Your Care Home” – Tips,
testimonies and helpful principles as
you re-enter and minister in today’s
care home environment. A time for
Q&A and prayer will be included.
This webinar will be offered twice:
Saturday, Nov. 6th at 10:30 am (EST) and
Tuesday, Nov. 9th at 1:00 pm (EST)
Future Zoom Connections will include:
“One-to-one visits”, “Recruiting
Additional Team Members”, and more.
These webinars are free but you must
register to receive your outline and
access code for each session.
For more information and to register,
visit “Events” on our website:
www.GodCaresMinistry.com
Questions???. Call 440-930-2173
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Dear friends,
Do you realize that when
you are sharing the love
and word of Jesus with
nursing home residents,
you are playing a key role in God’s rescue
plan? This is no small honor! Consider this:
Our Heavenly Father loves every care home
resident and wants each of them to be with
Him forever. He sent Jesus to make a way for
them to be rescued. Jesus was completely
obedient and faithful in doing God’s will.
Therefore, He has established the sure way to
the Father through His blood shed on the
cross, and His resurrection from the grave. No
one is excluded from God’s desire that they
might be saved through His Son, Jesus.
What is needed now is for people to be told of
this grace, that they may personally choose to
let go of this world and take Jesus’ hand to be
saved. This is why God sends you and me
into the care homes. We share the Good
News with a people group that cannot go to
church. Instead, the Church must go to them.
For most of them, this will be their last
opportunity to hear the saving Gospel.
Through my 35 years of nursing home
ministry, I am certain that the Lord arranged
for some of the residents to be placed in those
homes because He had our teams there and
He wanted us to minister to them. He loved
them so much that He interrupted their lives
so that they could hear His loving call. Many
such residents took His hand. One was Ed.
Being bedridden, the Lord arranged that Ed’s
room was right next to the room where we
held our Tuesday evening Bible Fellowship
Hour. I would stop to greet him before the
Bible study, then spend time with him after. He
would ask me many questions about God, but
he was usually antagonistic and sarcastic. The

Sept/Oct 2021

Lord gave me patience and grace, which
opened the way for a good friendship. At his
request, I gave Ed a songbook and started
dropping off our Scripture handouts before our
weekly group service.
After several months of visiting, the Lord
captivated Ed’s heart and He surrendered his
life to Jesus! Although there was not an
immediate change, I noticed that his questions
and comments became more respectful. Some
months later, I felt a strong urging to go visit Ed
on a weekend. He was surprised and touched
that I took the time just to come and see him
when it wasn’t Tuesday. We talked, shared
Scriptures and he humbly prayed with me about
a few personal things. It was a great time of
bonding with my brother. Two weeks later, I was
informed that Ed had passed away. He is now
one of my treasured friends in heaven.

Think of the privilege we have as bearers of
the Good News that rescues even the worst
of sinners. Think of how pleased our Lord is
when we lay down our lives to serve Him in
this mission field. Think of the sounds in
heaven when the angels sing out for joy
because someone surrendered their heart to
Jesus, because you were faithful in sharing
His Good News! Think of how each resident
you help to take Jesus’ hand becomes your
treasured friend – forever!
There is gladness in the city of our God, friends;
an endless day of great rejoicing! ~ B.G.

RESCUING ONE MORE

BACK AGAIN

Please do not underestimate the valuable role you play when you go to share God’s love and word in Jesus’ Name.
You are assured that you are not alone. The Lord will use you to feed, rescue and care for His beloved sheep. Even
those who have strayed far away. Many have been deceived to believe He is only a religious figure, or even worse,
that He is a fairy-tale. But deep inside that guarded or proud heart, they long for the real and true Jesus. When we
earn the trust to open His word and show them that He is a living, loving, merciful Savior who holds His hand out to
them, they are eager to receive Him. Below, Chaplain Dave Compton shares a wonderful example:
At a care center, we met a man who had an atheistic background, and had been in career law enforcement. He
talked about being a “cop on the beat” in a major city. His detective and FBI work finally led to his becoming a Secret
Service Agent for a U.S President. Through open-ended visits and multiple “interrogations”, we earned his
confidence and trust. He had developed a hard-nosed resilience to outward threats, but now he was facing an
enemy within. His terminal cancer diagnosis brought him to a place of feeling helpless and hopeless.
While he had always faced the possibility of death through his work, now the reality of dying was staring him in the
face. He confessed that for the first time in his life, he felt “paralyzed by fear”.
It wasn’t until we shared that a Savior had conquered sin and death on his
behalf that his heart was opened and he was set free from the bondage of
his fear. His last days were characterized by the peace that surpasses all
understanding, to the amazement of his family and friends.

I opened up my email on a beautiful morning this past
summer and my face lit up as I saw a message from the
Activity Director where we had ministered for so many
years before the Covid 19 shut down. With great
excitement I read the words, “When can you come
back?” “We can have you back now.”
It happened that I was meeting with my small singing
group, “One By One”, that very day for a rehearsal. As I
read the email to the group, we all marveled and rejoiced
at this good news.
It took a while to get our ministry group organized.
Changes had occurred with team members during the
year and half we had been apart from the residents.
Three of our former team members were unable to
return. It was beginning to look a little discouraging, but
God met us at our point of need. I contacted a couple of
elders at our church who had visited our services in the
past and immediately I received a positive response from
both, agreeing to rotate Sundays to provide a devotional
message and be regular team members. A former team
member who was so good at getting residents into the
meeting room, and helping them find their
pages in the songbook, came back
eagerly and agreed to be a song leader.
Our church pianist only had to be asked
once and came aboard as the regular
pianist. We had a team! And backups also.
God has no limits in providing and caring
for His children! How thrilled I was to make
the arrangement for a starting date.
We are so blessed to be ministering
again, and having face to face contact,
masked of course, with the residents
again. Some were gone who had been

If in the Spirit of love, we prayerfully go in faith and in the Name of
Jesus, to share His word, and to lift up His Name with our friends,
having deep hope that they will draw near to our Father;
the rest is up to Him. ~ From God Cares Training

ANSWERING THE CALL
During an interview with Joan Grace from East Mount
Zion Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio, she shared that
she started ministering in nursing homes in 1999. A
group of seniors from her church invited her along to
their nursing home and she immediately felt
comfortable, like she belonged there. “I fell in love with
the residents right away!”
At first, she just helped carry books into the nursing
home. In time, she was given the privilege to open each
service with a song. Joan said, “I learned to be humble
and wait to be asked.” After a while, she was asked to
take a leadership role.
Before the pandemic, Joan said that the nurses would
have residents out and ready for them. “Their faces lit
up to see us! They loved to sing the old hymns and
would always ask us to come back.”
When they were invited back in August, to her surprise,
the staff had 20 residents ready who were so eager
to see Joan and her team. They were thrilled to find
that some residents remembered them from before
the lockdown.
Joan continued:
We partner with the chaplain of the care home, Rev.
Jackson, and his wife. During the church service, he
gives us time to share our Sunday School lessons from
our church and after a time of prayer, we turn it over to
him for his sermon. I love that we partner together!

There are some
elderly clergy
and fine
musicians in
the care homes
I visit. And I
think, “Here’s
little ole me
Joan visiting with a friend
ministering to
retired clergy”. God has chosen me for such a time.
These people taught me for years and He has put me
there to minister to them now! Sometimes I am the only
one from our team at the service. I tell the residents, I’m
up here alone, would someone like to come up and help
me sing and pray? Some do and they’re loving it!
I see the young staff working so hard on the day that
others are in church. I know that we are sowing seeds of
the word of God to them as well as to the residents.
Recently, I was homebound in a lot of pain and people
visited me. I thank the Lord that He brought the group to
me. Now I know how it feels to be on both sides of visits
to the least of these.
We always need to keep in mind that a resident may not
be there next week—transition happens quickly in the
care homes. It is a privilege to be here for their last days.
There was so much contagious joy in Joan’s voice during
this interview, I’m still smiling.☺ ~ Arlene Sikorski

COUNTING MY BLESSINGS

with us before the shut down, but the ones who were still
there came with huge smiles, and it was a meeting of old
friends! The hymns from our two Sonshine Songs and
Scripture books are a great encouragement and
enjoyment to all. Some new staff members are getting to
know us, and we want to be a blessing and testimony to
them, too. We all missed the residents as much as they
missed us.
Of course, things are different. Our service attendance is
smaller and we want to reach more, but know it will take
some time. We now have to wear masks and follow
additional safety requirements, but the Spirit of the Lord is
still with us and the fellowship and need is as great as ever.
Yes, it has been a difficult year and half for everyone and
we grieve for the losses, but what a joy it is to be back
again where the Lord wants us to be. I hope and pray
that as more and more care centers open again, there
will be ministry teams for each one. We are carrying on
the Lord’s command, to minister to the least of these, to
those whom, if we weren’t there, would have no one to
share the Gospel message and Christian love. May we
be faithful. ~ Sharon Haakenson, Sonshine Society

As we slowly emerge from the great difficulty in trying
to reach residents during the lockdown, I have found it
most rewarding to meditate on all that has transpired
over these many months.
A year ago I realized that the frustration I felt was not
going to produce any fruit if I did not decide to
“Commit to the Lord whatever you do and your plans
will succeed.” (Proverbs 16:3) Now, as I look back, I
am able to bask in the glow of His many blessings
through that commitment.
One of the first things we hear at God Cares training
is to establish caring friendships with residents.
During the lockdown, it was important to do this with
the Activity Staff as well. By staying in touch, praying
with them, and often applauding their hard work in caring
for the residents, the Lord allowed me to become their
friend. As the early months slipped by, they expressed
a need for materials to enhance the social and spiritual
activities of the residents.
It was a joy to connect them to the free “Words of
Comfort and Encouragement” Scripture sheets on
God Cares website, along with some other
materials I created. In one of the homes, the staff
worked with me every week to provide a Zoom
Bible hour. This took a bit of learning for all, but
was a wonderful blessing to be able to see each
other and share God’s word! The needs of the
Activity Staff were continuous, but we stayed

OUR PHONE OUTREACH
CONTINUES TO BE A BLESSING
FOR MANY
I cannot find the words to express what a privilege
it is to pray with the Activity Directors I call to offer our
free resources. When I pray with them, I feel like I am
bringing them into the presence of the Lord. The more
I pray, the more I am learning how to pray. Thank you
to Pastor Dennis Barta for encouraging us to pray with
people, not just for them.
Often, the ADs join me in prayer, and it is powerful to
hear them speaking the Name of Jesus as we
approach the throne of God together!
I have to keep a Kleenex packet nearby when I make
calls because I am so touched by the beauty of the
witness of my sisters in Christ in the care homes. I
always thank them for the care, creativity and courage
they have shown this past year and today one of them
said, “It’s nothing but the Lord, nothing but the Lord.”
When I prayed a blessing over her, she thanked me
over and over again, laughing, and said, “The Lord
always gives encouragement to show you when you

A RE-OPENING NUDGE
As our care teams prepared to return to
Resident enjoying Scripture handout
in-person services and visits this summer, each one was
contacting their ADs to work out the details. They were very
excited! At one of our homes, however, there had been a change of Activity Directors. When our care team leader
called, she was given a list of protocols by this AD, including one that seemed a bit over-the-top and out of line with
what other homes were requiring. The team leader called me, quite upset that this would prevent her and her team
from returning in-person to the residents that they loved so much and hadn't seen face to face in 16 months. When she
explained the protocols, one of them also seemed to me to be a bit unreasonable.
So, I offered to call the Administrator to ask about it. We discussed the sensitivity of being seen as going around the AD
with whom we would be working upon our return, but felt it was necessary to get clarification and direction. When the
team leader agreed to me calling, I placed the call and got a prompt response. The Administrator quickly corrected
what we had been told. And of course, I expressed our deep appreciation for the relationship we had for many years
with them and looked forward to many more. Thankfully the AD was gracious regarding her oversight and the care
team has resumed their ministry. We thank the Lord for how he guided the entire process -- taking what had been a
closed door and opening it ... for the spiritual benefit of the residents.
What we learned through this was the importance of being assertive without being offensive, while trusting that God is
working through it all. ~ Pastor Dennis Barta
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connected and our caring relationships grew stronger
as the weeks went on.
I am now able to visit residents and also my staff
friends in person. My first visit was overwhelming.
Some embraced me, others sang along with our Bible
Study music. I was introduced to new staff members
as if I was one of their own. The facilities were
thankful that we were back in the building. One of the
greatest blessings for me was when an Activity
Director, on introducing me, said that I was “the lady
who brought Jesus into the building for the last year.”
I am so grateful for the opportunity to work more closely
with the staff. We worked together so well and
established deeper relationships through this
hardship. I am always so amazed at how God uses
this average person to do His will. As I reflect, I have
to smile at the number of times I had to just stand
back and watch for what he was going to do in and
through me. This brings such joy and eager
expectation for what is coming. He even overlooked
my periods of frustration and did far more than I could
have ever asked or imagined. To God be the glory
ALWAYS. ~ Elaine Edkin
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Elaine and Arlene - ministry volunteers
are on the right track.” She added, “It’s all about
surrender and submitting to Him. He gives ideas and
creativity, but it’s all about surrender.”
Another special call was with Dawn. As soon as I
started praying, she prayed along with me. “Oh, thank
you Jesus, thank you Jesus.” I finished my prayer and
waited quietly. Dawn needed to talk more. She said, “I
have been strong and people tell me I’m strong and I
don’t need prayers, but I do need them.” She started
to cry. Our conversation went on for several minutes.
We cried, then prayed then laughed. Then Dawn
concluded, “Our residents have been through so
much. It’s not just about me, it’s about them. It’s so
hard for them. I told the Lord that I wasn’t going to ask
for anything today, just thank Him. A thousand times
isn’t enough to thank Him for all He has done for me.
Thank you for praying.” ~ Arlene Sikorski
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RESCUING ONE MORE

BACK AGAIN

Please do not underestimate the valuable role you play when you go to share God’s love and word in Jesus’ Name.
You are assured that you are not alone. The Lord will use you to feed, rescue and care for His beloved sheep. Even
those who have strayed far away. Many have been deceived to believe He is only a religious figure, or even worse,
that He is a fairy-tale. But deep inside that guarded or proud heart, they long for the real and true Jesus. When we
earn the trust to open His word and show them that He is a living, loving, merciful Savior who holds His hand out to
them, they are eager to receive Him. Below, Chaplain Dave Compton shares a wonderful example:
At a care center, we met a man who had an atheistic background, and had been in career law enforcement. He
talked about being a “cop on the beat” in a major city. His detective and FBI work finally led to his becoming a Secret
Service Agent for a U.S President. Through open-ended visits and multiple “interrogations”, we earned his
confidence and trust. He had developed a hard-nosed resilience to outward threats, but now he was facing an
enemy within. His terminal cancer diagnosis brought him to a place of feeling helpless and hopeless.
While he had always faced the possibility of death through his work, now the reality of dying was staring him in the
face. He confessed that for the first time in his life, he felt “paralyzed by fear”.
It wasn’t until we shared that a Savior had conquered sin and death on his
behalf that his heart was opened and he was set free from the bondage of
his fear. His last days were characterized by the peace that surpasses all
understanding, to the amazement of his family and friends.

I opened up my email on a beautiful morning this past
summer and my face lit up as I saw a message from the
Activity Director where we had ministered for so many
years before the Covid 19 shut down. With great
excitement I read the words, “When can you come
back?” “We can have you back now.”
It happened that I was meeting with my small singing
group, “One By One”, that very day for a rehearsal. As I
read the email to the group, we all marveled and rejoiced
at this good news.
It took a while to get our ministry group organized.
Changes had occurred with team members during the
year and half we had been apart from the residents.
Three of our former team members were unable to
return. It was beginning to look a little discouraging, but
God met us at our point of need. I contacted a couple of
elders at our church who had visited our services in the
past and immediately I received a positive response from
both, agreeing to rotate Sundays to provide a devotional
message and be regular team members. A former team
member who was so good at getting residents into the
meeting room, and helping them find their
pages in the songbook, came back
eagerly and agreed to be a song leader.
Our church pianist only had to be asked
once and came aboard as the regular
pianist. We had a team! And backups also.
God has no limits in providing and caring
for His children! How thrilled I was to make
the arrangement for a starting date.
We are so blessed to be ministering
again, and having face to face contact,
masked of course, with the residents
again. Some were gone who had been

If in the Spirit of love, we prayerfully go in faith and in the Name of
Jesus, to share His word, and to lift up His Name with our friends,
having deep hope that they will draw near to our Father;
the rest is up to Him. ~ From God Cares Training

ANSWERING THE CALL
During an interview with Joan Grace from East Mount
Zion Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio, she shared that
she started ministering in nursing homes in 1999. A
group of seniors from her church invited her along to
their nursing home and she immediately felt
comfortable, like she belonged there. “I fell in love with
the residents right away!”
At first, she just helped carry books into the nursing
home. In time, she was given the privilege to open each
service with a song. Joan said, “I learned to be humble
and wait to be asked.” After a while, she was asked to
take a leadership role.
Before the pandemic, Joan said that the nurses would
have residents out and ready for them. “Their faces lit
up to see us! They loved to sing the old hymns and
would always ask us to come back.”
When they were invited back in August, to her surprise,
the staff had 20 residents ready who were so eager
to see Joan and her team. They were thrilled to find
that some residents remembered them from before
the lockdown.
Joan continued:
We partner with the chaplain of the care home, Rev.
Jackson, and his wife. During the church service, he
gives us time to share our Sunday School lessons from
our church and after a time of prayer, we turn it over to
him for his sermon. I love that we partner together!

There are some
elderly clergy
and fine
musicians in
the care homes
I visit. And I
think, “Here’s
little ole me
Joan visiting with a friend
ministering to
retired clergy”. God has chosen me for such a time.
These people taught me for years and He has put me
there to minister to them now! Sometimes I am the only
one from our team at the service. I tell the residents, I’m
up here alone, would someone like to come up and help
me sing and pray? Some do and they’re loving it!
I see the young staff working so hard on the day that
others are in church. I know that we are sowing seeds of
the word of God to them as well as to the residents.
Recently, I was homebound in a lot of pain and people
visited me. I thank the Lord that He brought the group to
me. Now I know how it feels to be on both sides of visits
to the least of these.
We always need to keep in mind that a resident may not
be there next week—transition happens quickly in the
care homes. It is a privilege to be here for their last days.
There was so much contagious joy in Joan’s voice during
this interview, I’m still smiling.☺ ~ Arlene Sikorski
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with us before the shut down, but the ones who were still
there came with huge smiles, and it was a meeting of old
friends! The hymns from our two Sonshine Songs and
Scripture books are a great encouragement and
enjoyment to all. Some new staff members are getting to
know us, and we want to be a blessing and testimony to
them, too. We all missed the residents as much as they
missed us.
Of course, things are different. Our service attendance is
smaller and we want to reach more, but know it will take
some time. We now have to wear masks and follow
additional safety requirements, but the Spirit of the Lord is
still with us and the fellowship and need is as great as ever.
Yes, it has been a difficult year and half for everyone and
we grieve for the losses, but what a joy it is to be back
again where the Lord wants us to be. I hope and pray
that as more and more care centers open again, there
will be ministry teams for each one. We are carrying on
the Lord’s command, to minister to the least of these, to
those whom, if we weren’t there, would have no one to
share the Gospel message and Christian love. May we
be faithful. ~ Sharon Haakenson, Sonshine Society

As we slowly emerge from the great difficulty in trying
to reach residents during the lockdown, I have found it
most rewarding to meditate on all that has transpired
over these many months.
A year ago I realized that the frustration I felt was not
going to produce any fruit if I did not decide to
“Commit to the Lord whatever you do and your plans
will succeed.” (Proverbs 16:3) Now, as I look back, I
am able to bask in the glow of His many blessings
through that commitment.
One of the first things we hear at God Cares training
is to establish caring friendships with residents.
During the lockdown, it was important to do this with
the Activity Staff as well. By staying in touch, praying
with them, and often applauding their hard work in caring
for the residents, the Lord allowed me to become their
friend. As the early months slipped by, they expressed
a need for materials to enhance the social and spiritual
activities of the residents.
It was a joy to connect them to the free “Words of
Comfort and Encouragement” Scripture sheets on
God Cares website, along with some other
materials I created. In one of the homes, the staff
worked with me every week to provide a Zoom
Bible hour. This took a bit of learning for all, but
was a wonderful blessing to be able to see each
other and share God’s word! The needs of the
Activity Staff were continuous, but we stayed

OUR PHONE OUTREACH
CONTINUES TO BE A BLESSING
FOR MANY
I cannot find the words to express what a privilege
it is to pray with the Activity Directors I call to offer our
free resources. When I pray with them, I feel like I am
bringing them into the presence of the Lord. The more
I pray, the more I am learning how to pray. Thank you
to Pastor Dennis Barta for encouraging us to pray with
people, not just for them.
Often, the ADs join me in prayer, and it is powerful to
hear them speaking the Name of Jesus as we
approach the throne of God together!
I have to keep a Kleenex packet nearby when I make
calls because I am so touched by the beauty of the
witness of my sisters in Christ in the care homes. I
always thank them for the care, creativity and courage
they have shown this past year and today one of them
said, “It’s nothing but the Lord, nothing but the Lord.”
When I prayed a blessing over her, she thanked me
over and over again, laughing, and said, “The Lord
always gives encouragement to show you when you
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As our care teams prepared to return to
Resident enjoying Scripture handout
in-person services and visits this summer, each one was
contacting their ADs to work out the details. They were very
excited! At one of our homes, however, there had been a change of Activity Directors. When our care team leader
called, she was given a list of protocols by this AD, including one that seemed a bit over-the-top and out of line with
what other homes were requiring. The team leader called me, quite upset that this would prevent her and her team
from returning in-person to the residents that they loved so much and hadn't seen face to face in 16 months. When she
explained the protocols, one of them also seemed to me to be a bit unreasonable.
So, I offered to call the Administrator to ask about it. We discussed the sensitivity of being seen as going around the AD
with whom we would be working upon our return, but felt it was necessary to get clarification and direction. When the
team leader agreed to me calling, I placed the call and got a prompt response. The Administrator quickly corrected
what we had been told. And of course, I expressed our deep appreciation for the relationship we had for many years
with them and looked forward to many more. Thankfully the AD was gracious regarding her oversight and the care
team has resumed their ministry. We thank the Lord for how he guided the entire process -- taking what had been a
closed door and opening it ... for the spiritual benefit of the residents.
What we learned through this was the importance of being assertive without being offensive, while trusting that God is
working through it all. ~ Pastor Dennis Barta
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connected and our caring relationships grew stronger
as the weeks went on.
I am now able to visit residents and also my staff
friends in person. My first visit was overwhelming.
Some embraced me, others sang along with our Bible
Study music. I was introduced to new staff members
as if I was one of their own. The facilities were
thankful that we were back in the building. One of the
greatest blessings for me was when an Activity
Director, on introducing me, said that I was “the lady
who brought Jesus into the building for the last year.”
I am so grateful for the opportunity to work more closely
with the staff. We worked together so well and
established deeper relationships through this
hardship. I am always so amazed at how God uses
this average person to do His will. As I reflect, I have
to smile at the number of times I had to just stand
back and watch for what he was going to do in and
through me. This brings such joy and eager
expectation for what is coming. He even overlooked
my periods of frustration and did far more than I could
have ever asked or imagined. To God be the glory
ALWAYS. ~ Elaine Edkin
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Elaine and Arlene - ministry volunteers
are on the right track.” She added, “It’s all about
surrender and submitting to Him. He gives ideas and
creativity, but it’s all about surrender.”
Another special call was with Dawn. As soon as I
started praying, she prayed along with me. “Oh, thank
you Jesus, thank you Jesus.” I finished my prayer and
waited quietly. Dawn needed to talk more. She said, “I
have been strong and people tell me I’m strong and I
don’t need prayers, but I do need them.” She started
to cry. Our conversation went on for several minutes.
We cried, then prayed then laughed. Then Dawn
concluded, “Our residents have been through so
much. It’s not just about me, it’s about them. It’s so
hard for them. I told the Lord that I wasn’t going to ask
for anything today, just thank Him. A thousand times
isn’t enough to thank Him for all He has done for me.
Thank you for praying.” ~ Arlene Sikorski
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RESCUING ONE MORE

BACK AGAIN

Please do not underestimate the valuable role you play when you go to share God’s love and word in Jesus’ Name.
You are assured that you are not alone. The Lord will use you to feed, rescue and care for His beloved sheep. Even
those who have strayed far away. Many have been deceived to believe He is only a religious figure, or even worse,
that He is a fairy-tale. But deep inside that guarded or proud heart, they long for the real and true Jesus. When we
earn the trust to open His word and show them that He is a living, loving, merciful Savior who holds His hand out to
them, they are eager to receive Him. Below, Chaplain Dave Compton shares a wonderful example:
At a care center, we met a man who had an atheistic background, and had been in career law enforcement. He
talked about being a “cop on the beat” in a major city. His detective and FBI work finally led to his becoming a Secret
Service Agent for a U.S President. Through open-ended visits and multiple “interrogations”, we earned his
confidence and trust. He had developed a hard-nosed resilience to outward threats, but now he was facing an
enemy within. His terminal cancer diagnosis brought him to a place of feeling helpless and hopeless.
While he had always faced the possibility of death through his work, now the reality of dying was staring him in the
face. He confessed that for the first time in his life, he felt “paralyzed by fear”.
It wasn’t until we shared that a Savior had conquered sin and death on his
behalf that his heart was opened and he was set free from the bondage of
his fear. His last days were characterized by the peace that surpasses all
understanding, to the amazement of his family and friends.

I opened up my email on a beautiful morning this past
summer and my face lit up as I saw a message from the
Activity Director where we had ministered for so many
years before the Covid 19 shut down. With great
excitement I read the words, “When can you come
back?” “We can have you back now.”
It happened that I was meeting with my small singing
group, “One By One”, that very day for a rehearsal. As I
read the email to the group, we all marveled and rejoiced
at this good news.
It took a while to get our ministry group organized.
Changes had occurred with team members during the
year and half we had been apart from the residents.
Three of our former team members were unable to
return. It was beginning to look a little discouraging, but
God met us at our point of need. I contacted a couple of
elders at our church who had visited our services in the
past and immediately I received a positive response from
both, agreeing to rotate Sundays to provide a devotional
message and be regular team members. A former team
member who was so good at getting residents into the
meeting room, and helping them find their
pages in the songbook, came back
eagerly and agreed to be a song leader.
Our church pianist only had to be asked
once and came aboard as the regular
pianist. We had a team! And backups also.
God has no limits in providing and caring
for His children! How thrilled I was to make
the arrangement for a starting date.
We are so blessed to be ministering
again, and having face to face contact,
masked of course, with the residents
again. Some were gone who had been

If in the Spirit of love, we prayerfully go in faith and in the Name of
Jesus, to share His word, and to lift up His Name with our friends,
having deep hope that they will draw near to our Father;
the rest is up to Him. ~ From God Cares Training

ANSWERING THE CALL
During an interview with Joan Grace from East Mount
Zion Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio, she shared that
she started ministering in nursing homes in 1999. A
group of seniors from her church invited her along to
their nursing home and she immediately felt
comfortable, like she belonged there. “I fell in love with
the residents right away!”
At first, she just helped carry books into the nursing
home. In time, she was given the privilege to open each
service with a song. Joan said, “I learned to be humble
and wait to be asked.” After a while, she was asked to
take a leadership role.
Before the pandemic, Joan said that the nurses would
have residents out and ready for them. “Their faces lit
up to see us! They loved to sing the old hymns and
would always ask us to come back.”
When they were invited back in August, to her surprise,
the staff had 20 residents ready who were so eager
to see Joan and her team. They were thrilled to find
that some residents remembered them from before
the lockdown.
Joan continued:
We partner with the chaplain of the care home, Rev.
Jackson, and his wife. During the church service, he
gives us time to share our Sunday School lessons from
our church and after a time of prayer, we turn it over to
him for his sermon. I love that we partner together!

There are some
elderly clergy
and fine
musicians in
the care homes
I visit. And I
think, “Here’s
little ole me
Joan visiting with a friend
ministering to
retired clergy”. God has chosen me for such a time.
These people taught me for years and He has put me
there to minister to them now! Sometimes I am the only
one from our team at the service. I tell the residents, I’m
up here alone, would someone like to come up and help
me sing and pray? Some do and they’re loving it!
I see the young staff working so hard on the day that
others are in church. I know that we are sowing seeds of
the word of God to them as well as to the residents.
Recently, I was homebound in a lot of pain and people
visited me. I thank the Lord that He brought the group to
me. Now I know how it feels to be on both sides of visits
to the least of these.
We always need to keep in mind that a resident may not
be there next week—transition happens quickly in the
care homes. It is a privilege to be here for their last days.
There was so much contagious joy in Joan’s voice during
this interview, I’m still smiling.☺ ~ Arlene Sikorski

COUNTING MY BLESSINGS

with us before the shut down, but the ones who were still
there came with huge smiles, and it was a meeting of old
friends! The hymns from our two Sonshine Songs and
Scripture books are a great encouragement and
enjoyment to all. Some new staff members are getting to
know us, and we want to be a blessing and testimony to
them, too. We all missed the residents as much as they
missed us.
Of course, things are different. Our service attendance is
smaller and we want to reach more, but know it will take
some time. We now have to wear masks and follow
additional safety requirements, but the Spirit of the Lord is
still with us and the fellowship and need is as great as ever.
Yes, it has been a difficult year and half for everyone and
we grieve for the losses, but what a joy it is to be back
again where the Lord wants us to be. I hope and pray
that as more and more care centers open again, there
will be ministry teams for each one. We are carrying on
the Lord’s command, to minister to the least of these, to
those whom, if we weren’t there, would have no one to
share the Gospel message and Christian love. May we
be faithful. ~ Sharon Haakenson, Sonshine Society

As we slowly emerge from the great difficulty in trying
to reach residents during the lockdown, I have found it
most rewarding to meditate on all that has transpired
over these many months.
A year ago I realized that the frustration I felt was not
going to produce any fruit if I did not decide to
“Commit to the Lord whatever you do and your plans
will succeed.” (Proverbs 16:3) Now, as I look back, I
am able to bask in the glow of His many blessings
through that commitment.
One of the first things we hear at God Cares training
is to establish caring friendships with residents.
During the lockdown, it was important to do this with
the Activity Staff as well. By staying in touch, praying
with them, and often applauding their hard work in caring
for the residents, the Lord allowed me to become their
friend. As the early months slipped by, they expressed
a need for materials to enhance the social and spiritual
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It was a joy to connect them to the free “Words of
Comfort and Encouragement” Scripture sheets on
God Cares website, along with some other
materials I created. In one of the homes, the staff
worked with me every week to provide a Zoom
Bible hour. This took a bit of learning for all, but
was a wonderful blessing to be able to see each
other and share God’s word! The needs of the
Activity Staff were continuous, but we stayed

OUR PHONE OUTREACH
CONTINUES TO BE A BLESSING
FOR MANY
I cannot find the words to express what a privilege
it is to pray with the Activity Directors I call to offer our
free resources. When I pray with them, I feel like I am
bringing them into the presence of the Lord. The more
I pray, the more I am learning how to pray. Thank you
to Pastor Dennis Barta for encouraging us to pray with
people, not just for them.
Often, the ADs join me in prayer, and it is powerful to
hear them speaking the Name of Jesus as we
approach the throne of God together!
I have to keep a Kleenex packet nearby when I make
calls because I am so touched by the beauty of the
witness of my sisters in Christ in the care homes. I
always thank them for the care, creativity and courage
they have shown this past year and today one of them
said, “It’s nothing but the Lord, nothing but the Lord.”
When I prayed a blessing over her, she thanked me
over and over again, laughing, and said, “The Lord
always gives encouragement to show you when you

A RE-OPENING NUDGE
As our care teams prepared to return to
Resident enjoying Scripture handout
in-person services and visits this summer, each one was
contacting their ADs to work out the details. They were very
excited! At one of our homes, however, there had been a change of Activity Directors. When our care team leader
called, she was given a list of protocols by this AD, including one that seemed a bit over-the-top and out of line with
what other homes were requiring. The team leader called me, quite upset that this would prevent her and her team
from returning in-person to the residents that they loved so much and hadn't seen face to face in 16 months. When she
explained the protocols, one of them also seemed to me to be a bit unreasonable.
So, I offered to call the Administrator to ask about it. We discussed the sensitivity of being seen as going around the AD
with whom we would be working upon our return, but felt it was necessary to get clarification and direction. When the
team leader agreed to me calling, I placed the call and got a prompt response. The Administrator quickly corrected
what we had been told. And of course, I expressed our deep appreciation for the relationship we had for many years
with them and looked forward to many more. Thankfully the AD was gracious regarding her oversight and the care
team has resumed their ministry. We thank the Lord for how he guided the entire process -- taking what had been a
closed door and opening it ... for the spiritual benefit of the residents.
What we learned through this was the importance of being assertive without being offensive, while trusting that God is
working through it all. ~ Pastor Dennis Barta
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connected and our caring relationships grew stronger
as the weeks went on.
I am now able to visit residents and also my staff
friends in person. My first visit was overwhelming.
Some embraced me, others sang along with our Bible
Study music. I was introduced to new staff members
as if I was one of their own. The facilities were
thankful that we were back in the building. One of the
greatest blessings for me was when an Activity
Director, on introducing me, said that I was “the lady
who brought Jesus into the building for the last year.”
I am so grateful for the opportunity to work more closely
with the staff. We worked together so well and
established deeper relationships through this
hardship. I am always so amazed at how God uses
this average person to do His will. As I reflect, I have
to smile at the number of times I had to just stand
back and watch for what he was going to do in and
through me. This brings such joy and eager
expectation for what is coming. He even overlooked
my periods of frustration and did far more than I could
have ever asked or imagined. To God be the glory
ALWAYS. ~ Elaine Edkin
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Elaine and Arlene - ministry volunteers
are on the right track.” She added, “It’s all about
surrender and submitting to Him. He gives ideas and
creativity, but it’s all about surrender.”
Another special call was with Dawn. As soon as I
started praying, she prayed along with me. “Oh, thank
you Jesus, thank you Jesus.” I finished my prayer and
waited quietly. Dawn needed to talk more. She said, “I
have been strong and people tell me I’m strong and I
don’t need prayers, but I do need them.” She started
to cry. Our conversation went on for several minutes.
We cried, then prayed then laughed. Then Dawn
concluded, “Our residents have been through so
much. It’s not just about me, it’s about them. It’s so
hard for them. I told the Lord that I wasn’t going to ask
for anything today, just thank Him. A thousand times
isn’t enough to thank Him for all He has done for me.
Thank you for praying.” ~ Arlene Sikorski
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Since 1994, God Cares Ministry has provided training programs to help
care home missionaries flourish in their outreach. Our video series,
“Living Waters In A Dry Land”, provides Biblically-based principles for
obtaining a welcomed presence and fruitful outreach in care homes.
There are two ways you can obtain this training:
Online – You can view the eight-session program on our website, which
allows you to work at
your own pace.
DVDs – You may order
the DVD training kit,
which enables you to
train eight additional
team members.
Visit our website “Store”
for details and many
other materials
(including a complete
line of Sonshine’s
resources) for effective
outreach in long-term
care homes.
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ETERNAL
TREASURES

Thank you!
God Cares Ministry Board
of Directors

Jesus said,
“As the Father
has loved me,
so have I
loved you.
Now remain in
my love.
If you obey my
commands,
you will
remain in my
love, just as I
have obeyed
my Father’s
commands
and remain in
his love.
I have told you
this so that
my joy may be
in you and
that your joy
may be
complete.
My command
is this:
Love each
other as
I have
loved you.”
~ John 15:9-12
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The Kingdom of God is
built and advanced
through relationships.

AN INVITATION TO CARE
Every fall, we reach out to our volunteer network, asking you to
consider participating in our CAREgivers program.
CARE stands for “Changing A Resident’s Eternity”. This is what
your financial partnership with God Cares Ministry causes –
residents’ lives are forever changed by God’s love and word!
Through CAREgivers like you, we can assure that residents will
have a friend to help them grow closer to Jesus. As illustrated
through our newsletters, you can see how your gifts are bearing
much fruit. Together, the Lord is using us all to minister to His
elderly sheep – even in the midst of this pandemic.
Whether you are led to give on a monthly basis or make an
occasional donation, we want you to know that any amount you
give toward changing a resident’s eternity is greatly needed and
deeply appreciated. Thank you for your kind consideration!
In addition to the enclosed envelope, you can make donations
by using our secure website or by calling our office.
May God bless you as you give in the name of Jesus,
so that our dear friends can find hope and peace in
Him before leaving this world.

ZOOM CONNECTIONS

Oh give thanks to the
LORD,
for He is good,
For His
lovingkindness
is everlasting.

Another important way you can participate
in this mission field is through prayer. We are asking
each of you to join us in intercession, that the Lord
will remove COVID and its variants from the face of
the earth, and remove all hindrances that are
preventing volunteers from returning to the care
homes. May God hear each and every prayer. ~ B.G.

~Psalm 107:1
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We are excited to announce our new
webinar series, “Zoom Connections”,
with Chaplain Bill Goodrich. The first of
these 90-minute webinars will be:
“Returning to Your Care Home” – Tips,
testimonies and helpful principles as
you re-enter and minister in today’s
care home environment. A time for
Q&A and prayer will be included.
This webinar will be offered twice:
Saturday, Nov. 6th at 10:30 am (EST) and
Tuesday, Nov. 9th at 1:00 pm (EST)
Future Zoom Connections will include:
“One-to-one visits”, “Recruiting
Additional Team Members”, and more.
These webinars are free but you must
register to receive your outline and
access code for each session.
For more information and to register,
visit “Events” on our website:
www.GodCaresMinistry.com
Questions???. Call 440-930-2173
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Dear friends,
Do you realize that when
you are sharing the love
and word of Jesus with
nursing home residents,
you are playing a key role in God’s rescue
plan? This is no small honor! Consider this:
Our Heavenly Father loves every care home
resident and wants each of them to be with
Him forever. He sent Jesus to make a way for
them to be rescued. Jesus was completely
obedient and faithful in doing God’s will.
Therefore, He has established the sure way to
the Father through His blood shed on the
cross, and His resurrection from the grave. No
one is excluded from God’s desire that they
might be saved through His Son, Jesus.
What is needed now is for people to be told of
this grace, that they may personally choose to
let go of this world and take Jesus’ hand to be
saved. This is why God sends you and me
into the care homes. We share the Good
News with a people group that cannot go to
church. Instead, the Church must go to them.
For most of them, this will be their last
opportunity to hear the saving Gospel.
Through my 35 years of nursing home
ministry, I am certain that the Lord arranged
for some of the residents to be placed in those
homes because He had our teams there and
He wanted us to minister to them. He loved
them so much that He interrupted their lives
so that they could hear His loving call. Many
such residents took His hand. One was Ed.
Being bedridden, the Lord arranged that Ed’s
room was right next to the room where we
held our Tuesday evening Bible Fellowship
Hour. I would stop to greet him before the
Bible study, then spend time with him after. He
would ask me many questions about God, but
he was usually antagonistic and sarcastic. The

Sept/Oct 2021

Lord gave me patience and grace, which
opened the way for a good friendship. At his
request, I gave Ed a songbook and started
dropping off our Scripture handouts before our
weekly group service.
After several months of visiting, the Lord
captivated Ed’s heart and He surrendered his
life to Jesus! Although there was not an
immediate change, I noticed that his questions
and comments became more respectful. Some
months later, I felt a strong urging to go visit Ed
on a weekend. He was surprised and touched
that I took the time just to come and see him
when it wasn’t Tuesday. We talked, shared
Scriptures and he humbly prayed with me about
a few personal things. It was a great time of
bonding with my brother. Two weeks later, I was
informed that Ed had passed away. He is now
one of my treasured friends in heaven.

Think of the privilege we have as bearers of
the Good News that rescues even the worst
of sinners. Think of how pleased our Lord is
when we lay down our lives to serve Him in
this mission field. Think of the sounds in
heaven when the angels sing out for joy
because someone surrendered their heart to
Jesus, because you were faithful in sharing
His Good News! Think of how each resident
you help to take Jesus’ hand becomes your
treasured friend – forever!
There is gladness in the city of our God, friends;
an endless day of great rejoicing! ~ B.G.
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Lord gave me patience and grace, which
opened the way for a good friendship. At his
request, I gave Ed a songbook and started
dropping off our Scripture handouts before our
weekly group service.
After several months of visiting, the Lord
captivated Ed’s heart and He surrendered his
life to Jesus! Although there was not an
immediate change, I noticed that his questions
and comments became more respectful. Some
months later, I felt a strong urging to go visit Ed
on a weekend. He was surprised and touched
that I took the time just to come and see him
when it wasn’t Tuesday. We talked, shared
Scriptures and he humbly prayed with me about
a few personal things. It was a great time of
bonding with my brother. Two weeks later, I was
informed that Ed had passed away. He is now
one of my treasured friends in heaven.

Think of the privilege we have as bearers of
the Good News that rescues even the worst
of sinners. Think of how pleased our Lord is
when we lay down our lives to serve Him in
this mission field. Think of the sounds in
heaven when the angels sing out for joy
because someone surrendered their heart to
Jesus, because you were faithful in sharing
His Good News! Think of how each resident
you help to take Jesus’ hand becomes your
treasured friend – forever!
There is gladness in the city of our God, friends;
an endless day of great rejoicing! ~ B.G.

